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| am grateful to the leadership of the New York City
Council and for your support of my office and the of-
fices of the District Attorneys. We continue to con-
sult and collaborate with you under the leadership of
Chairperson Yusef Salaam to promote public safety by
reducing crime and recidivism, and to ensure that the
criminal justice system strives for fair treatment for all.

The Office of the Special Narcotics Prosecutor (SNP)
was among the first agencies to detect the emerging
opioid epidemic in New York City more than fifteen
years ago. Our office has been a leader in efforts to
rein in its various phases. We have prosecuted drug
traffickers and distributers throughout the city and at
the same time expanded treatment opportunities avail-
able to defendants, and educational outreach to stu-
dents, parents and seniors.

| am pleased to share encouraging news today. Over-
dose deaths in New York City have dropped a meaning-
ful 22%, according to Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) data for 12 months ending in Sep-
tember 2024. This welcomed decline mirrors trends
across much of the U.S.

We are cautiously optimistic as we seek to better un-
derstand the reasons for this shift, so we can stay on
track. Both law enforcement and public health experts
attribute the decline in overdoses to a significant de-
creases in the amount and potency of fentanyl entering
our communities, as well as the availability of lifesaving
antidotes like naloxone and increased public aware-
ness. It appears that pressures exerted on the global
fentanyl supply chain by law enforcement and through
diplomatic efforts are having an impact.

In New York City, the fentanyl we are seizing is more
diluted and we are seizing less of it. A disruption in the
production of fentanyl in Mexico last year coincided
with the tightening of restrictions in China on precur-
sor chemicals necessary to make fentanyl.

Unfortunately, the cocaine supply continues to bal-
loon, largely due to a dramatic increase in cultivation in
Colombia. Cocaine is less likely to cause an overdose,
however, unless it is mixed with fentanyl.

While the city’s 22% reduction in fatal overdoses
marks a significant milestone, the number of people dy-

ing from drug overdoses remains staggeringly high. An
estimated 2,572 lives were lost in New York City in the
|2 months ending in September 2024 — 70% more fatal
overdoses than occurred in 2019, before the pandemic.

SNP strives to save lives through innovative strategies
that stem the flow of lethal drugs. Because we have
jurisdiction over felony narcotics and related crimes
citywide, we work with local, state and federal law en-
forcement teams to intercept large loads of lethal nar-
cotics and to prosecute high-level narcotics traffickers.
We also respond to community complaints about per-
sistent drug sales activity and associated violence with
citywide impact.

The drug supply is more unpredictable than ever be-
fore. SNP tracks new developments as they unfold, and
shares information with law enforcement and public
health partners. Over the past year, the variety of drug
mixtures recovered in our investigations has rapidly
expanded. We see in powdery mixtures containing
fentanyl, fentanyl analogs, xylazine, cocaine, metham-
phetamine, and other substances. Heroin is reemerg-
ing. Last year,“pink cocaine” or “tusi” gained notoriety
in New York City. “Pink cocaine” is a loosely defined
term describing a concoction containing ketamine and
possibly MDMA and/or methamphetamine, but only
sometimes actual cocaine.

We continue to see fentanyl pressed into pills that are
sold online, often masquerading as pharmaceuticals
such as oxycodone and Adderall, and sold on social
media sites. Tragically, teenagers and young adults have
overdosed when they have made purchases of coun-
terfeit drugs through social media and made delivery
arrangements on encrypted messaging apps or direct
messaging services.

Disguised as pharmaceutical medication, counterfeit
pills create an illusion of safety. Fatal overdoses among
teens doubled with the onset of the global pandemic.
By 2022, an average of 22 teens between the ages of
|4 and 18 years died in the U.S. each week from over-
doses. Fortunately, teen overdoses are now declining,
down 10% in 2023, according to the CDC.

Across the U.S., parents who suffered heartbreak-
ing losses of children are fighting back. Families have
mounted class-action lawsuits against social media




companies, such as Snapchat, arguing that these plat-
forms make it easy for drug dealers to target children.
Families seek to force social media platforms to take
responsibility for the safety of those who use their ser-
vices,and to be held accountable for their part in these
tragedies.

At SNP, we have redoubled our efforts to educate
teens about the dangers of fentanyl through the efforts
of our Educational Outreach Committee. In partner-
ship with the New York City Department of Education,
SNP staff members visit classrooms and auditoriums
across the city to share what we have learned with
middle, high school and college students. The commit-
tee also trains teachers and parents, and we are ex-
tending our reach to seniors, educating them about the
dangers of fentanyl, counterfeit pills, and how to safe-
guard medications within their homes.

My office has reached thousands of teens and seniors
through our prevention education events. We welcome
opportunities to meet with groups in your districts and
look forward to continued collaboration leading to saf-
er communities and lives saved.

We have accomplished much over the past year, par-
ticularly considering the enormous workloads carried
by our attorneys and professional staff. My office con-
tinues to operate with a significantly reduced head-
count when compared to pre-2020 years, adding to
the responsibilities of existing staff members. Because
we rely on the District Attorneys’ offices to assign As-
sistant District Attorneys to SNP, their staffing short-
ages lead to shortages for us as well. We are working
diligently on recruitment and retention efforts and are
enjoying some success. We are grateful that the num-
ber of ADAs assigned to SNP increased in 2024.

Changes to Discovery practices required under the
Criminal Justice Reforms have placed more demands
on our ADAs and professional staff than we could have
anticipated. | support efforts by the District Attorneys
and Governor Kathy Hochul to make common-sense
improvements to streamline the Discovery Laws.
Changes proposed assure swift, meaningful disclosure
of evidence without diminishing our obligation to give
the defense speedy access to relevant evidence in ev-
ery criminal case. We can accomplish that goal while

reducing procedural delays and ensuring victims’ rights
and their access to pretrial services are also protected.
However, even if enacted, the proposed changes will
not substantially reduce the huge administrative bur-
den that the new Discovery Laws have imposed on our
staff.

For FY 2026, we are asking for the City Council’s sup-
port for two funding requests. We are renewing our
request to support our Alternatives to Incarceration
(ATIl) programming, which was expanded in 2020 to
encompass the Manhattan Felony Alternatives to Incar-
ceration Court (ATl Court). SNP collaborates with the
Manhattan District Attorney’s Office and the Center
for Justice Innovation’s (CJl) Manhattan Justice Oppor-
tunities to assist individuals who were not served by
previously existing programs.

We have submitted our request for treatment and di-
version funding each year in FY 2023, FY 2024, and FY
2025 and we again renew our request for $218,841 to
support our AT| program in FY 2026.These funds will
be used by CJI’s Manhattan Justice Opportunities to
cover costs associated with managing clients from our
office and coordinating the program with the Office of
Court Administration (OCA).

To meet an entirely different need, we are also submit-
ting a request for $150,000 in capital funding to up-
grade radios for our Investigators Unit in FY 2026.

| appreciate the close relationship my office has with
the Council. Over the past year | have met with mem-
bers and your constituents to learn about specific com-
munity concerns and discuss ways to address them.

Bridget G. Brennan
Special Narcotics Prosecutor
for the City of New York




Strategic Approach to Prosecutions

2024 SNP Drug Seizures in Pounds
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SNP employs a strategic approach to curbing the flow
of deadly narcotics into New York City and the region.
Investigations focus on high-level trafficking organiza-
tions, often with international ties. In 2024, SNP cases
with the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA),
the New York City Police Department (NYPD), and
other partners, netted over 500 pounds of fentanyl,
heroin and opioid mixtures, and nearly 1,000 pounds
of cocaine.

To identify large loads of lethal narcotics entering the
city, SNP employs various investigative techniques, in-
cluding physical and electronic surveillance. We work
closely with the five District Attorneys to tailor our
strategies to areas with citywide impact and concen-
trations of open narcotics sales, such as Times Square.
In crafting our approach, we analyze drug markets

linked to clusters of overdose deaths and violence,
receive input from community groups and elected of-
ficials, and collect information from law enforcement
and public health partners.

The City’s drug market is more unpredictable than
ever before, with the explosion of synthetic mixtures.
Often buyers are unaware of contents of the drugs
they purchase, and specific ingredients are only known
to law enforcement once laboratory analysis is com-
pleted. The cocaine supply continues to surge. The pri-
mary source is Colombia, where dramatic increases in
cultivation followed the government’s discontinuation
of aerial eradication of coca plants.

SNP’s approach is consistent with the City’s goal of
reducing incarceration. By focusing on high-level traf-
fickers, and persistent drug activity, our prosecutions
have greater impact with fewer arrests, in contrast to
past strategies that led to far more arrests and incar-
cerations. In 2024, 282 individuals prosecuted by SNP
received prison sentences, 90 percent fewer people
than a typical year in the 1990s.

The office is committed to connecting eligible indi-
viduals with Alternatives to Incarceration (ATI) pro-
grams, with the goal of promoting public safety and
reducing recidivism. In 2020, SNP expanded its ATI
offerings, assessing individuals facing felony charges
for treatment and social service referrals through the
Manhattan Felony Alternatives to Incarceration Court,
where participants receive supportive services under a
court-supervised plea agreement.

SNP Felony Indictments/SCls and Prison Sentences (1984-2024)
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Rapid Expansion of Synthetic Drugs

NYC Fatal Overdoses Decline in 2024; Falling Below Record Highs
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The 22% decline in fatal overdoses in New York City
for 2024 is encouraging after years of increases. Over-
dose deaths in the city more than doubled during the
pandemic, growing from 1,497 in 2019 to a height of
3,070 in 2022, as highly potent fentanyl flooded our
city.

Even with the reported decline, approximately 2,572
people died of drug poisoning in the city between Sep-
tember 2023 and September 2024, according to the
CDC. As a point of comparison, New York City’s
overdose deaths in that 12-month period are roughly
equivalent to the total number of lives lost nationwide
to concealed handguns (legally owned) since 2007.

To maintain our gains in driving deaths down, we must
understand the causes that factor into the high over-
dose numbers and tailor our strategies accordingly.
Notably, Mexican trafficking groups are experiencing
a disruption in the production of fentanyl, likely due to
global supply chain shifts. Enforcement and diplomatic
efforts have led to a shortage in precursor chemicals
necessary for manufacturing fentanyl. The Chinese
government tightened restrictions on a key precursor
chemical, 4-ANPP, in 2024, creating a ripple effect.

Fentanyl entering the U.S. is less pure than in recent
years, according to DEA. Intelligence and enforcement
activity at the southwest border suggests that Mexican
supply organizations are attempting to make up for the
shortage in fentanyl by experimenting with adding new
synthetic substances to stretch out the product.

: Elmlﬁ\!gmk

W Mexivan Cartels Test Fentanyl
onWaulnerable People and Animals

3 global'crackdownon fentanyl has led cartels to innovate production

ethods and test their risky formulas on people, as well as rabbits and
BN+ chickens.

New York Times, December 26, 2024




Surge in Chemically Produced Synthetics

Synthetic Drugs

Drug Descriptions

Fentanyl

Fentanyl analogs (e.g. para-fluorofentanyl, acetyl fentanyl, carfentanil)

Carfentanil

Xylazine

Nitazenes

Methamphetamine

Ketamine

MDMA

BTMPS

Tramadol

Potent opioid linked to 80% of ODs in NYC, 50 times stronger than heroin; pharmaceutical anesthetic

Variants of fentanyl with different chemical compositions and potencies; formulas tweaked to avoid

Non-controlled substance; veterinary sedative; street name “trang,” mixed with fentanyl and linked to

Class of opioids never approved for medical use due to high risk of overdose; mixed with fentanyl

Stimulant with high addiction potential; Powder, pill and crystal form; increasingly mixed with fentany|

Non-opioid veterinary tranquilizer; dissociative hallucinogenic effects; main component of “pink

Hallucinogenic stimulant; known as “ecstasy” (tablet) and “molly” (powder); ingredient of “pink

Non-controlled substance: chemical used in the production of plastics; prevents oxidation; filler in

now mass-produced in illicit drug laboratories

regulations

Highly potent fentanyl analog, 100 times stronger than fentanyl

30% of ODs in NYC; non-opioid, unresponsive to naloxone

cocaine”

cocaine”

fentanyl mixtures

Opioid pain reliever increasingly mixed with fentanyl

In addition to the reduction in purity, federal law en-
forcement agencies are generally seizing less fentanyl
and the same is true for SNP. Our fentanyl seizures
declined by roughly 30 percent in 2024, likely a reflec-
tion of reduced production in Mexico.

The proliferation of new types of synthetic drugs is
rapidly transforming supplies nationwide and in New
York City. Drug mixtures are created in illicit labora-
tories in Mexico and transported by the truckload into
the U.S. Production of synthetic drugs is far easier and
cheaper than agricultural cultivation of plants that pro-
duce heroin and cocaine. International drug trafficking

organizations rake huge profits while the health and
safety of our communities suffer.

A typical drug mixture might include heroin, fentanyl,
a fentanyl analog, tramadol and xylazine, plus one or
more additional substances, such as cocaine, metham-
phetamine, MDMA, and nitazenes. Some substances,
like xylazine, are not controlled despite being present
in substantial numbers of overdoses.

As a result of careful tracking by SNP, and collabora-
tion with our partners in law enforcement and public
health, new chemical ingredients are continually being




identified. For example, an industrial chemical used in
manufacturing plastics, known as BTMPS, is now ap-
pearing with some regularity.

Often, batches of drugs are further mixed and diluted
within New York City by packaging and distribution
networks. In a case announced earlier this month by
SNP and DEA New Jersey Field Division, investigators
uncovered a drug packaging mill near Morningside
Park in South Harlem, across from a public school and
around the corner from a Police Athletic League (PAL)
Center. Over five pounds of cocaine and powdered
fentanyl mixtures were recovered, along with thou-
sands of methamphetamine pills and two guns.

NYPD laboratory analysis determined drug mixtures
in the apartment included combinations of fentanyl,
heroin, para-fluorofentanyl, tramadol, and xylazine.

Beginning in late 2023, law enforcement and public
health officials were alarmed to see carfentanil, a syn-
thetic opioid 100 times more potent than fentanyl, ap-
pearing in parts of Brooklyn and Queens. Fortunately,
overdoses involving carfentanil remain low. Intelligence

suggests drug trafficking organizations are adding tiny
amounts of carfentanil to fentanyl mixtures to boost
potency.

SNP handled several cases involving carfentanil in
2024, including one focused on a resident of Bushwick,
Brooklyn who sold cocaine to an undercover offi-
cer at his apartment. A long-term investigation led a
court-authorized search and the seizure of mixtures
of heroin, fentanyl, para-fluorofentanyl, and carfentan-
il. Also present was a mix of ketamine and MDMA,
ingredients in “pink cocaine.”

“Pink cocaine” emerged as a new drug trend in 2024.
Rarely containing actual cocaine, the main ingredient
of “pink cocaine” is ketamine, sometimes mixed with
MDMA and/or methamphetamine.

“Pink cocaine” has also been referred to as “tusi.” The
original compound in “tusi” was 2C-B, a psychedlic sub-
stance. Once 2C-B became harder to get, drug organi-
zations shifted to a drug cocktail, which they dyed pink.

Drug mixtures and a gun recovered from packaging mill near morningsde park in Harlem earlier this month
(Photo credit: DEA NJ)




Data Driven Enforcement

Fentanyl Declines, Cocaine Rises in Midtown
South: Analysis of NYPD Drug Seizures
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In support of SNP’s targeted enforcement strategy,
the office analyzes data from various sources to identi-
fy patterns, such as geographic areas where clusters of
overdoses, gun seizures, and narcotics trafficking are
concentrated. SNP partners with the NYPD, elected
officials, and community groups to develop strategies
that support public safety.

In 2024, NYPD data showed a decrease in the num-
ber of street level drug seizures containing fentanyl in
some areas of the city. There is also some indication
that there has been a decrease in the prevalence of
fentanyl in the fatal overdose in parts of the city as
well. While this is encouraging, more data and more
study is necessary to fully understand the shift.

In NYPD’s Midtown South Precinct (MTS) for exam-
ple, approximately 32% of the street level drug seizures
contained fentanyl in 2023, whereas only 24% of the
street level drug seizures contained fentanyl in 2024 -
an 8% decrease (see visual). There is also some indica-
tion that the presence of fentanyl has declined in fatal
overdoses in MTS from 2023 to 2024. From January
to June of 2024, approximately 70% of fatal overdoses
involved fentanyl compared to approximately 78% of

fatal overdoses which involved fentanyl in 2023. This
analysis is preliminary and based on partial year data.
A review of the full year of overdose data for 2024 will
enable us to have a better understanding of this shift
and to develop more insights.

In Staten Island, where SNP has worked closely with
the Staten Island District Attorney’s Office and shared
data analysis for the past several years, we have seen
a similar reduction in the amount of fentanyl identi-
fied in street level drug sales. In 2023, approximately
28% of the street level drug seizures contained fen-
tanyl whereas only approximately 21% of the street
level drug seizures contained fentanyl in 2024 - a 7%
decrease (see visual). As in MTS, there is also some
indication that there has been a reduction in the prev-
alence of fentanyl present in fatal overdoses.

On Staten Island, between January and June 2024, ap-
proximately 68% of fatal overdoses involved fentanyl
compared to approximately 75% of fatal overdoses in-
volving fentanyl in 2023. This is a very positive devel-
opment, but we need to gain a deeper understanding
through analysis of data for the second half of 2024.

Fentanyl Declines, Cocaine Rises in Staten
Island: Analysis of NYPD Drug Seizures
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Counterfeit Pills and Sales to Teens

Pill pressing machine used to make counterfeit pills in Harlem
(Photo credit: NY OCDESF)

Counterfeit pills are often pressed from fentanyl

and other substances in Mexico and smuggled over
the U.S.-Mexico border inside trucks or other vehi-
cles. Frequently, pills are made to resemble a certain
type of 30 mg oxycodone, which is blue in color and
imprinted with the marking M30. Consistent with the
overall trend towards new drug mixtures, counterfeit
pills contain an increasingly wide range of substances.
Fake prescription pills are also pressed by local orga-
nizations, using pill presses purchased online. A recent
investigation uncovered a pill pressing operation in
Harlem, where tablets containing fentanyl, heroin,
xylazine and other substances were recovered.

Counterfeit pills are particularly dangerous to the end
user. Anyone purchasing them from a source other
than a legitimate pharmacy is at grave risk of over-
dose. While the vast majority of those who suffer
fatal overdoses are adults, fentanyl is killing American
teens too.

Fentanyl poisoning is a leading cause of death for
minors, even as overall drug use in this group has
dropped. Teen overdose deaths are largely driven
by fentanyl-laced pills, which played a role in nearly
25 percent of these deaths. In 2022, an average of
22 teens between the ages of 14 and 18 years died

Counterfeit oxycodone pills containing mixtures of fentanyl,
heroin, xylazine and other substances

in the U.S. each week from overdoses. Fortunately,
these deaths are beginning to come down, declining
10% in 2023, according to the CDC.

Studies suggest the increase in teen overdose is linked
to a deadlier drug supply and the use of social me-
dia. Parents of teens who suffered overdoses have
brought lawsuits against major social media platforms,
like Snapchat, TikTok, Telegram and Meta Platforms,
arguing they aren’t doing enough to keep children
safe.

How social media became
a storefront for deadly fake
pills laced with fentanyl

PBS News, Sep 12,2024




Educational Outreach

SNP is committed to saving lives by educating young
people and families about the opioid crisis and par-
ticularly lethal fentanyl. The Educational Outreach
Committee, composed of members of the executive,
legal, managerial, and professional staff, offers work-
shops designed to raise awareness among teens, col-
lege students, parents, teachers, and school staff. SNP
partners with the New York City Department of Edu-
cation (DOE), DEA New York Division, the Office of
the Chief Medical Examiner, the NYPD, and not-for-
profits.

SNP serves as a resource for schools by offering pre-
sentations to teens and college students in classrooms,
training sessions for teachers and DOE staff, and edu-
cational forums for parents. Designated SNP attorneys
lead workshops on the dangers of fentanyl: what it is,
how it gets to New York City, and why teenagers are
dying without even knowing they are taking it. SNP
staff members explain the types of mixtures found in
the city’s highly unpredictable drug market, including
pills containing fentanyl. Discussions include the role of
social media in teen overdoses and how teens can stay
safe. Stories from grieving families and recent head-
lines are featured in SNP’s workshops to drive home

A
the real risks associated with drug use today. A Span-

ish-speaking staff member is available to present work-
shops in Spanish.

Bridget Brennan joins DEA Special Agent in Charge Frank A
Tarentino Ill in offering a presentation to Bronx teens in collabo-
ration with Teaching a Generation (TAG) (Photo credit:TAG)
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Chris Edel, Senior Attorney for Special Projects, offering an Edu-
cational Outreach presentation to 8th graders at Marsh Avenue
Expeditionary Learning School on Staten Island

Current School Year

The 2024-2025 school year is the second for the Edu-
cational Outreach Committee, formed in 2023, and it
has been a busy one. SNP staff visited 33 classrooms
and 12 parents’ groups to spread awareness about the
dangers of fentanyl and other potentially lethal sub-
stances to over 3,200 students and hundreds of par-
ents. If you know of a school, parent association, se-
nior center, or community group that would like invite
SNP’s Educational Outreach Committee to offer a
presentation, please email our dedicated email address
for such requests: info@snp.nyc.gov.

Workshops for Seniors

In 2024, SNP extended its educational outreach efforts
to include senior centers and other community pro-

Fentanyl awareness presentation for seniors offered by Bridget
Brennan at Harlem’s Abyssinian Church

An English version of

grams serving seniors. Some topics covered include
the dangers of fentanyl and counterfeit medication,
bogus online pharmacies and risks associated with
purchasing pills online, and the importance of Narcan.
Seniors are also instructed on how to safeguard pre-
scription medications within their homes to prevent
theft and opportunities for young family members to
take pills.

Public Service Campaigns

To raise public awareness about the lethal nature
of New York City’s drug market, SNP’s Educational
Outreach Committee developed educational materi-
als, including a public service campaign for display on
LinkNYC kiosks around the city. The campaign ap-
pears in multiple languages, such as English, Spanish,
Mandarin, and French. Palm cards and posters are also
available for distribution in schools and by not-for-
profit organizations.

Which of these contain
deadly fentanyl?

All of them

! e E— U
_5_.___;-__-—_-__—-‘:—-—._._ A

P’s fenta PSA displayed on a Link
NYC kiosk (Photo credit: SNP)
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Community Initiatives

T

www.palnyc.org

Ribbon cutting ceremony at the McCdffrey Playground PAL Playstreet in Hell’s Kitchen attended by Bridget Brennan and City
Councilmember Erik Bottcher (Photo credit: PAL)

SNP seeks to leave a positive footprint on public about dangers associated with New York City’s
communities where major drug enforcement actions  unpredictable drug market, and to better understand
have occurred, by collaborating with the District community concerns, over the past year Special
Attorneys’ offices to support youth programs and Narcotics Prosecutor Bridget Brennan presented at
strengthen communities disrupted by persistent the Times Square Alliance Meeting and Community
crime. Council Meetings for the NYPD’s 6™ Precinct, 28

Precinct and 32™ Precinct.
In the summer of 2024, SNP sponsored two Police

Athletic League (PAL) initiatives in Manhattan: A
Playstreet at West |124th Street, Lenox to 5th Avenues,
in Harlem, and the McCaffrey Playground PAL Playsite,
in Hell’s Kitchen. Also in 2024, SNP joined Brooklyn
District Attorney Eric Gonzalez in sponsoring

cooking equipment for the PAL Wynn Center Healthy
Cooking Club in Beford-Stuyvesant.

Playstreets utilize parks and other public areas
throughout New York City to give children free
and safe supervised places to enjoy fun recreational
opportunities, as well as year-round programs.
Police officers support PAL programs by engaging
in youth interactions that help to promote positive
relationships in the community.

Saving lives by reducing overdose deaths is the top

priority of SNP. As part of an effort to educate the Bridget Brennan and Brooklyn DA Eric Gonzalez celebrate the
opening of PAL Wynn Center cooking club
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Alternatives to Incarceration

The goal of SNP’s Alternatives to Incarceration (ATI)
Unit is to promote public safety and reduce recidivism.
Through ATI, participants are offered supportive ser-
vices within the community under a court-supervised
plea agreement. For individuals charged with felony
drug crimes, an effective drug or mental health treat-
ment program and access to other important social
services can mean the difference between repeated
contacts with the criminal justice system and the abili-
ty to lead a healthy and law-abiding life.

SNP joined the Manhattan District Attorney’s Office
in expanding its offerings to encompass the Manhat-
tan Felony Alternatives to Incarceration Court (ATI
Court) beginning in 2020. The ATl Court, which is led
by Administrative Judge Ellen Biben, seeks to forge a
new response to individuals charged with felonies by
linking them to community-based social services. The
Court is the first of its kind, providing an innovative
model for other jurisdictions seeking to develop and
implement meaningful post-conviction sentencing op-
tions for individuals facing felony charges.

The ATI Court serves individuals who are charged
with felonies and may not be eligible for existing drug
and mental health courts. Eligibility is determined on
a case-by-case basis, and treatment is individualized to
the specific needs of the participant.

SNP partners with the Center for Justice Innovation’s
(CJI) Manhattan Justice Opportunities to conduct clin-
ical assessments, develop treatment recommenda-
tions, coordinate referrals, and perform compliance
monitoring and reporting. ATl Court offers an array
of individualized services, including substance abuse
treatment, mental health services, cognitive behavioral
therapy, educational and vocational training, case man-
agement, and various types of prosocial programming.

For FY 2026, we are renewing our funding request for
$218,84I to support ATl programming. We previously
submitted our request each year in FY 2023, FY 2024,
and FY 2025. These funds will be used to cover costs
associated with CJI’'s Manhattan Justice Opportunities
for managing and coordinating the program with Of-
fice of Court Administration (OCA).

SNP ATl Unit staff, including ADAs and Case Coor-
dinators, perform screenings of potential participants
to determine whether a case is appropriate for a pro-
gramming disposition. If it is decided that a defendant’s
case is appropriate, a referral will be made to CJl or
other monitoring agency to begin the clinical assess-
ment process.

Once the monitoring agency submits their proposed
assessment and treatment recommendations to all
legal parties, a mid-assessment conference is held to
review/discuss recommendations and set a plea date.
The plea agreement mandates participation in services
and/or completion of agreed-upon benchmarks for a
set period.

Social workers provide neutral, third-party assess-
ments and case management services to the ATI
Court. They conduct independent clinical assessments,
provide referrals to community-based services, offer
comprehensive clinical case management, and monitor
participant compliance.

Judicial Diversion

Beginning in 2009, the New York State Legislature
empowered judges to place defendants in court-spon-
sored diversion programs. SNP continues to offer its
expertise in screening and monitoring. When individ-
uals enter treatment through one of these paths, their
sentences are deferred. Upon successful completion,
charges may be dismissed.

Prosecutor-Led Diversion Programs

Our office is proud to have been at the forefront of
developing ATI programs for more than 35 years. SNP
and the Brooklyn District Attorney’s Office were pi-
oneers in diverting those whose crimes (often street
sales of drugs) were motivated by their own substance
use disorder.

13



Funding

Special Narcotics Prosecutor
FY 2021 Modified to FY 2026 Projected
(in millions - CB funds excluded)

26.0

25.0

24.0

23.0

22.0

21.0

20.0

19.0

Fy21 FY22 FY23

m Federal
Grants

m State
Grants

m Cityw/o
CB$

Fy24 FY25 FY26

Projected

Overall Funding Outlook
SNP Funds

(in millions) According to the City’s

Preliminary Budget pro-
posed for the next fiscal
2% year, FY 2026, our City
funding will remain ap-
proximately the same as
the current fiscal year.
We hope that our grant
funds will be renewed in
FY 2026 at the same level
as in FY 2025. However,
drastic fiscal changes pro-

FY 2021 Modified to FY 2026
Projected

posed by the new adminis-
tration in Washington are
cause for concern, as they could impact all levels of
funding sources.

For FY 2025, we received the same amount of grant
funds as we did in FY 2024. In the Executive Budget
for FY 2025, we received nearly $2 million in collective
bargaining funding following the Mayor’s Personnel Or-
der (MPO) issued in February 2024. These funds were
used to pay for salary increases for exempt-titled staff
for five years from 202I to 2025.

City Funding Needs

City Funds
Since 2020, we have been (in millions)
challenged by the significant
changes made to the New
York State Discovery Laws
and worked tirelessly to
ensure we comply with the
new Criminal Justice Reform
(CJR) Discovery require-
ments. These significant
changes continued to be
much more time-consuming
and costly than originally an-
ticipated. While the District
Attorneys’ offices have experienced less attrition and
much higher recruitment over the past year, we con-
tinue to grapple with a legal staffing shortage. Though
we were able to increase our headcount by 7% over
the past year, we are falling behind the other offices.
We are working diligently on recruiting and hope to
receive a larger class of new attorneys in 2025.

FY 2021 Modified to FY
2026 Projected

As always, we are very grateful for the support of the
City Council. With your assistance, we received $2.2
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million in Discovery funding for FY 2024-25. These
funds helped us with recruitment and retention, while
supporting our efforts in complying with Discovery
and CJR requirements.

For FY 2026, we are renewing our funding request for
$218,84I to support our Alternatives to Incarceration
programming. As mentioned previously, we submitted
a request for funding for treatment and diversion each
year in FY 2023, FY 2024, and FY 2025. These funds
will be used to cover costs associated with CJI’s Man-
hattan Justice Opportunities for managing and coordi-
nating the program with the Office of Court Adminis-
tration (OCA).

We also requested $150,000 in capital funding to up-
grade radios for our investigators to facilitate compat-
ibility with the NYPD’s radio system in FY 2025. This
request is pending and under review by the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB). We would like to
renew this request for FY 2026.

State Funding Changes

State funds
(in millions) We continue to be short
funded in comparison to
the city’s five District At-
torneys’ offices and District
Attorneys across New York
State. In the current fiscal
year, FY 2025, our SNP (Aid
to Prosecution) program
funding remained the same
at $825,000, while State
Aids to Prosecution funding
for other District Attor-
neys’ offices increased by
300% on average. We have since received an additional
$825,000 in Discovery funding from the State to help
us recruit and retain staff. Although our State funding
is still not proportional to funding of the other pros-
ecutors’ offices, we hope to receive the same level of
State funding in FY 2026 as in FY 2025. In FY 2025, we
received a one-time anti-fentanyl grant for $2.5 mil-
lion dollars. These funds will support our statewide
anti-fentanyl initiative over the next few years.

13 1

10 1

0.8

0.5

FY 2021 Modified to FY 2026
Projected

Federal Funding Updates

Federal funds
Our federal funding declined (in millions)
drastically over the years
from $843,059 in FY 2013
to slightly over $60,000 in | w

FY 2025. In FY 2018 and

FY 2019, we did not receive

any federal funding due to
our sanctuary city status.
For the next fiscal year, FY | o=
2026, we anticipate receiving
about the same amount as in
the current fiscal year.

FY 2021 Modified to FY 2026
Projected
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Case Highlights

Fentanyl and Lethal Mixtures

Active Fentanyl/Heroin Packaging Operation Disrupted

Law enforcement officers disrupted an active
fentanyl packaging operation in a 9th floor apart-
ment in the Bronx, where over |3 pounds of
illicit drug mixtures were seized. As members of
NYDETF and SNP’s Investigators Unit worked
to open the apartment door, which was secured
by multiple deadbolt locks, officers stationed
outside 2300 Olinville Avenue observed what
appeared to be bags of narcotics being flung
from a 9th floor window. Approximately 10
bags of narcotics and other substances were re-
covered from the ground, while another seven
bags were found on neighboring balconies on
the 7th and 8th floors. Subsequent DEA labora-
tory analysis determined these bags contained
various mixtures and quantities of fentanyl,
heroin, xylazine, methamphetamine and cocaine,
as well as other substances.The apartment con-
tained all the equipment necessary for packaging
drugs, including empty glassine envelopes, strain-
ers, grinders, and kilogram press devices.Three

individuals present in the apartment were charged.

-
L.

GRS 2 e i L
Vaccum sealed bags with narcotics mixtures, including

fentanyl, heroin, xylazine, meth and cocaine
(Photo credit: NYDETF)

Narcotics Mixtures Branded “Tesla” and ‘“Playboy”’

An undercover investigation that began with
a large cocaine sale resulted in the seizure of
a gun and over |5 pounds of narcotics from a
drug stash house in the Bronx. A cache of drug
mixtures, including combinations of heroin,
fentanyl, cocaine and xylazine, were uncov-
ered in a basement apartment on Lawrence
Avenue in the Parkchester neighborhood of
the Bronx. During a planned sale to an under-
cover officer, two individuals were arrested by
agents and officers with the New York Orga-
nized Crime Drug Enforcement Strike Force.
One of the men had allegedly agreed to sell
two kilograms of cocaine to the undercover,
who was instructed to meet at the apart-
ment building. Agents and officers observed

Powdered opioid mixtures packaged into glassines stamped )
with the brand names “Tesla” and “Playboy” one man on the roof of an adjacent garage
(Photo credit: NY OCDESF) toss a black bag to another man standing in
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an outdoor yard. The bag contained the cocaine. A subsequent search of the
basement apartment resulted in the seizure of a 9mm pistol with an extended
magazine, and approximately |0 pounds of narcotics with a street value of over
$250,000. Glassine envelopes containing opioid mixtures were stamped with the
brand names “Playboy” and “Tesla.” The apartment also contained all the equip-
ment and materials used in packaging heroin/fentanyl.

Major Fentanyl and Meth Operation Near Daycare Center

A large-scale fentanyl processing and distribution operation was uncovered inside
a Ist floor apartment located down the hall from a daycare center in the Belmont
neighborhood of the Bronx. One man was arrested and charged with Operat-
ing as a Major Trafficker. Over 17 kilograms (more than 37 pounds) of fentanyl
mixtures were recovered during undercover sales and a search of the apartment
by the New York Organized Crime Drug Enforcement Strike Force and SNP’s
Investigators Unit. During the search, law enforcement officers removed the lid
of a cooler and powder inside was released into the air in the apartment. Some
law enforcement officers began displaying various symptoms and emergency
services were called to the scene. Children from the daycare were evacuated as
a precaution, as were nearby residents. Subsequent laboratory analysis on more
than 12 kilograms of narcotics recovered from the Ist floor apartment identified
a combination of fentanyl and methamphetamine, with xylazine and/or heroin
present in some instances.

A cooler containing powdered narcotics that caused officers ~ More than a dozen kilograms of narcotics recovered from a
to experience symptoms of exposure I'st floor apartment near a daycare
(Photo credit: NY OCDESF)

Cocaine Sales in Bushwick Lead to Carfentanil Seizure

A long-term undercover investigation into cocaine trafficking in Bushwick,
Brooklyn led to the seizure of potentially lethal drug mixtures, including heroin,
fentanyl and carfentanil, a highly potent opioid that is 100 times stronger than
fentanyl. A man allegedly sold cocaine during 12 meetings with a undercover




officer from the NYPD’s Narcotics Borough
Brooklyn. Most sales occurred at the man’s
Bushwick Avenue apartment. In a subsequent
court-authorized search, officers found more
- than 100 packages and containers drug mixtures,
' different substances and hundreds of pills scat-
. tered throughout the residence. Approximately
$50,000 cash was also seized, along with drug
paraphernalia. NYPD laboratory analysis identi-
fied additional mixtures of ketamine and MDMA,
ingredients of “pink cocaine.” Tablets proved to
contain methampetamine and oxycodone. In
total, more than a kilogram of cocaine (over 2.5
pounds) and more than half a pound of other

Carfentanil mixed with heroin and fentanyl, and ingre-  substances were seized in the investigation.
dients for “pink cocaine,” in Bushwick

(Photo credit: NYPD)

Major Trafficker in Williamsburg, Brooklyn

A resident of Williamsburg, Brooklyn was charged with Operating as a Major
Trafficker after an eight-month wiretap investigation. Members of NYDETF
Group T-1 | uncovered a stash of over 85 pounds of cocaine and fentanyl, eight
guns, and $420,000. Dozens of kilograms of cocaine and fentanyl marked with
luxury brand names were recovered from a Honda parked at 151 Leonard Street,
a building owned by the defendant. Packages of cocaine were labelled “MOET”
and “AMIRI” while fentanyl bore Louis Vuitton symbols. A small amount of the
fentanyl had been dyed pink. All eight loaded firearms, as well as an imitation
pistol, were also found inside the Honda. Three of these guns were inside a
hidden compartment. Law enforcement also recovered approximately $395,000
of alleged narcotics proceeds.

Kilogram packages of fentanyl, eight guns, $420,000 cash and a kilogram press displayed on table
(Photo credit: NYDETF)




Cocaine
Major Seizure of 360 Lbs. of Cocaine from Tractor Trailer

A tractor trailer carrying a huge 360-pound load of cocaine was intercepted in
the Bronx. Agents with DEA New Jersey Division, Enforcement Group 2, were
conducting surveillance as part of an investigation into interstate narcotics traf-
ficking when they observed a black Maxx-D Trailer stop in the vicinity of 1591
233rd Street in the Bronx. Moments later; a gray Jeep Cherokee arrived at the
location. An alleged New York City based narcotics distributor exited the Jeep
and engaged in conversation with the two men in the trailer. For the next 10
minutes, he went in and out of the Jeep in preparation for towing the trailer. He
then instructed the two men to move the trailer down to street. DEA agents
intervened and took the trailer and Jeep into custody pending a search warrant
application. A court-authorized search by members of DEA and the NYPD’s
Queens North Narcotics Major Case uncovered 163 packaged kilograms of nar-
cotics in a trap compartment inside the base of the trailer. The Jeep contained
$30,000 cash.The alleged distributor faces charges of Criminal Possession of a
Controlled Substance in the First and Third Degrees.

A load of 163 kilograms of cocaine recovered from a trap in a trailer, including some packages labeled
with images of the famous soccer player Christano Ronaldo and F-22 (Photo credit: DEA NJ)

Over 40 Lbs. of Cocaine Intercepted in Multi-State Probe

Agents and officers arrested a man with 20 ki-
lograms (over 40 pounds) of cocaine in a Jeep
Grand Cherokee after tracking the vehicle on a
circuitous route through three states and across
the George Washington Bridge (GWB) twice in
a single day. During the short-term investigation
into interstate narcotics trafficking, members of
NYDETF Group T-41, tracked the Jeep south-
bound on 1I-95 from the New York State/Con-
necticut border, through New York City, and
into New Jersey. Agents and officers observed
the vehicle meet up with a large tractor trailer at
the Alexander Hamilton Travel Plaza, in Secaucus.

Wrapped kilograms of cocaine (Photo credit: NYDETF)




The Jeep then traveled back across the GWB and up the Major Deegan Express-
way into the Bronx, where it was stopped by members of NYDETF. Agents and
officers recovered 20 kilograms of cocaine from a duffel bag, and arrested the
driver, a resident of Worcester, Mass. Some powder was imprinted the labels
“Mobil 1” and “Manga.” An indictment charges the driver with Criminal Posses-
sion of a Controlled Substance in the First and Third Degrees.

Over 45 Lbs. of Narcotics Seized in Hell’s Kitchen and Yonkers

Three individuals pled guilty to felony nar-
cotics possession charges linked to seizure
of 21 kilograms of cocaine and one kilogram
of heroin (over 45 pounds of narcotics) in
Hell’s Kitchen in Manhattan and Yonkers in
Westchester. Through physical and electronic ||
surveillance, members of NYDETF and SNP’s |
investigators saw the defendants remove nar-
cotics from a Storage Post facility on Saw Mill
River Road. They then drove to a residence in
Yonkers, and finally to Hell’s Kitchen. Agents
and officers seized six kilograms of cocaine
and one kilogram of heroin on |0th Avenue
in Manhattan after one defendant retrieved a  Vaccum-sealed kilograms of cocaine and heroin
bag from a Chevrolet Traverse. A subsequent  (Photo credit: NYDETF)

court-authorized search of a storage unit at Storage Post-Yonkers resulted in

the seizure of 14 kilograms of cocaine. An additional kilogram of cocaine and a

gun were recovered from another defendant’s residence in White Plains.The gun

was found inside a cooler in a backyard gazebo. Sentencing is pending for two
defendants, while the third was sentenced to 3 2 years in prison for Criminal
Possession of a Controlled Substance in the Second Degree.

Safes Contained Cocaine and Fentanyl in Middle Village

A Queens man was arrested after multiple
locked safes containing approximately 23 kilo-
grams of cocaine (50 pounds) were found in
the trunk of his Toyota Highlander. The cocaine
was seized by members of DEA New Jersey,
Enforcement Group 2, after agents observed
the Toyota travel from New Jersey to a parking
garage on Woodhaven Boulevard in Middle
| Village, Queens. A small quantity of fentanyl
~was also found inside the Toyota. Agents then
searched the defendant’s residence at 62-98
Woodhaven Boulevard, an apartment building
adjacent to the parking garage. A safe in the
 bedroom closet contained approximately 150
. glassine envelopes of fentanyl, as well as $4,000

i S5 faial B RS

; ; cash. Laboratory analysis performed by the
Multiple sealed safes contained 23 kilograms of co- NYPD indicated the presence of xylazine in the
caine (Photo credit: DEA NJ) fentanyl mixture.
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Large Cache of Cocaine and $3 Million Hidden in Furniture

An accused major narcotics trafficker stashed |12 kilograms (more than 26 pounds)
of cocaine and over $3 million cash inside several pieces of furniture at his res-
idence in Norwood, Bronx. Members of SNP Investigators Unit and NYDETF
Group T-23 stopped the suspect in the lobby of an apartment building on Gates
Place following a two-month investigation. A New York State Police K9 Unit
assisted agents and officers with a court-authorized search of the apartment and
discovered dressers, nightstands, and a coffee table contained large hidden com-
partments stuffed with cash. Bundles of bills were labeled with dates spanning
several years.The 12 kilograms of cocaine and at least 10 luxury watches, some
by Roex and Cartier, were found in the coffee table and a nightstand.

Over $3 million cash and 12 kilograms OfCOCGine dISpIayed on Cash hidden in trap Compartments found in furniture
table (Photo credit: NYDETF)

Nearly 90 Pounds of Cocaine Seized in Queens

An investigation in Queens led to the seizure of
nearly 40 kilograms (90 pounds) of cocaine and the
arrest of an accused major trafficker and a second
individual. Agents and officers with DEA New York
Division Group D-43 were conducting surveillance
outside a residential building at 37-63 81st Street in
Jackson Heights when they observed a man leave
with a green shopping bag and drive off in a Chrysler.
A second man in the car later transferred the bag
to a Toyota Sienna. Agents stopped the Toyota and
recovered the bag with three kilograms of cocaine
inside. A court-authorized search of 37-63 8Ist
Street, Apartment 4R, led to the seizure of over

®oipy
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: : 80 pounds of cocaine. Kilogram packages labeled
Kilogram packages labeled “JMY2” found in “JMY2” found in a suitcase matched those found in
suitcase (Photo credit: DEA NY) the car.
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Emergence of “Pink Cocaine”
Upper East Side Woman Sold “Pink Cocaine” via Telegram

An undercover investigation into illicit sales of prescription pills and“pink cocaine”
led to the arrest of an Upper East Side woman who allegedly advertised through
the messaging app Telegram. Menus posted on Telegram listed various drugs for
sale, as well deadlines for placing orders and instructions for paying through
CashApp. On approximately 10 occasions, the woman allegedly sold various
types of drugs — including “pink cocaine,” cocaine, and the prescription pills oxy-
codone and hydromorphone (Dilaudid) — to an undercover officer. Sales were
conducted in-person or through the mail. The final sale occurred in the vicinity
of the woman’s residence at 1410 York Avenue. A court authorized search of her
apartment yielded drug packaging materials and other paraphernalia. Subsequent
laboratory analysis of the “pink cocaine” showed the contents were different
depending on the day, containing ketamine alone, ketamine/MDMA, or ketamine/
MDMA/cocaine.

- Good Mafing Community,
Wednesday's Menu
MF. Orders For Deliveries Has To Be
in By 9.454M Sharp @

Sau Orgers For Deliveries Has To Be
In By 13AM Sharp 0 i

1)Biues: 33 Left 1] AIg265
2)Greens: Alg264 & Kif's
3)RP 30's

4) XR 30MG

5) 4mg Ditaudids/Dillles

) 5 Xanax (Geod Price)
7) 30mg Aaderall

8) 10mg Adderll

9) 2B/ Toosi/Pnk. Coke
10) 84% Purity SkiuSnow/Blow
Equpment

“Menu” of drugs sent to customers on the encrypt-
ed app, Telegram (Photo credit: HSI NY)

A bag of “pink cocaine” on a scale

Large “Pink Cocaine’ Seizure in Meatpacking District

A short-term investigation by NYDETF resulted in
the seizure of approximately 10 pounds of ketamine
packaged as “pink cocaine” from inside a Toyota
Highlander. Agents and officers observed a man
carrying a backpack climb into the Toyota on Gan-
sevoort Street in Manhattan’s Meatpacking District.
Members of NYDETF Group T-12 detained the man
and found the backpack contained dozens of small
plastic packages of pink powder. A small quantity of
crystal methamphetamine was also recovered from
the man’s jacket pocket. Laboratory analysis identi-
fied the pink powder as ketamine. Because the pos-

A plastic bag containing a pink powder identified
as ketamine (Photo credit: NYDETF)




session of ketamine and methamphetamine are not bail-eligible offenses under
New York State law, the man was released on supervised release at the time of
his arraignment. He subsequently failed to appear on a scheduled court date and
a judge ordered a bench warrant. Six months have passed, and the defendant has
not returned to court and has not been located.

NJ Man Sold Eight Guns, Cocaine and “Pink Cocaine”

A long-term undercover investigation
resulted in the arrest of a New Jersey man
who allegedly sold eight guns, cocaine and
“pink cocaine” at locations across Manhat-
tan. The man communicated with the under-
cover officer via WhatsApp to arrange the
sales, and the two met on nine occasions.
The man engaged in counter surveillance
maneuvers, such as changing his clothing and
meeting places. He directed the undercover
to various locations in Harlem, Hell’s Kitchen,
the vicinity of Central Park and Greenwich
Village. Sales resulted in the seizure of ap-
proximately 600 grams of cocaine and “pink
cocaine,” in addition to the guns. Laboratory ‘ '

analysis on the “pink cocaine,” also known by Two Ioadeq guns, cocaine, and “pink cocaine” displayed
the street name “tusi,” indicated the presence (Photo credit: NYPD/DEA NY)

of ketamine and MDMA. The investigation was conducted by the NYPD’s Nar-

cotics Borough Manhattan North Major Case, DEA New York Division Group

D-24 and SNP Investigators Unit.

“Pink Cocaine” Stashed in Hell’s Kitchen Luxury Apartment

An investigation that began with six alleged
sales of cocaine by a Hell’s Kitchen resident
led to the seizure of “pink cocaine” from the
man’s luxury apartment, located at 550 West
54th Street. During a court-authorized search,
officers with the NYPD’s Narcotics Borough
Manhattan South found “pink cocaine” stashed
throughout the apartment, including inside a
safe and in kitchen drawers. Laboratory analysis
identified various mixtures, including ketamine
alone, ketamine/MDMA/cocaine, and ketamine/
methamphetamine. The search also resulted
in the seizure of quantities of cocaine, meth-
amphetamine, the hallucinogenic drug 2C-B
(sometimes called “tusi”), psilocybin mush-
rooms, GBL and approximately $96,000 cash.

“Pink cocaine” and hallucinogens (Photo credit: NYPD)
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Methamphetamine

Major Methamphetamine Load Seized in Hell’s Kitchen

Over 40 pounds of methamphetamine
were recovered from a Mercedes-Benz
SUV in Hell’s Kitchen during an investi-
gation by NYDETF. Agents and officers
were conducting surveillance when they
observed a suspect enter the passenger
seat of the Mercedes, which was parked in
the vicinity of 722 10th Avenue. A second
vehicle,a Chevrolet Malibu, pulled in front
of the Mercedes, and an individual climbed
out and spoke to the man in the Mercedes.
He then placed a large box inside the
trunk of the Mercedes before entering
that vehicle himself. Members of NYDETF
approached the Mercedes and detained
both men. They recovered the box from
the trunk and saw it contained 19 cylindri-
cal heat-sealed packages. DEA laboratory analysis identified the substance inside
the packages as approximately 40 pounds of methamphetamine.The defendants
were released without bail being set, as possession of methamphetamine is not a
bail eligible offense under New York State law, regardless of the quantity.

40 pounds of methamphetamine packaged in heat-sealed
cylinders (Photo credit: NYDETF)

Over |10 Lbs. of Meth Seized: Fugitive Wanted

Members of NYDETF recovered approx-
imately 50 kilograms (110 pounds) of
crystal methamphetamine, carrying an esti-
mated $600,000 street value,from a Chev-
rolet Tahoe at West Street and Battery
Place in Lower Manhattan. Agents and
officers were conducting an investigation
into interstate drug trafficking when they
stopped the vehicle and found the meth
inside two large duffel bags in the rear seat.
A Pennsylvania man driving the vehicle was
arrested and charged with Criminal Pos-
session of a Controlled Substance in the

Over 110 pounds of crystal meth in sealed plastic bags
Second Degree. He was released without (Photo crediltt): NYDETIg y P &

bail being set at his arraignment, because

the possession of methamphetamine is not a bail eligible offense under New
York State law. He failed to attend a subsequent court appearance and the judge
issued a bench warrant. The man remains at large six months later.
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Thirty-Eight Lbs. of Meth and Cocaine in Luxury Apartment

A court-authorized search of a luxury apartment at 550 West 54th Street in
Manhattan resulted in the seizure of approximately 30 pounds of methamphet-
amine and four kilograms (over eight pounds) of cocaine.The large load of drugs,
worth more than $1.1 million, was packed inside a suitcase in a bedroom closet.
More than $27,000 cash and two vacuum-sealing machines were found in two
other closets. Two individuals were arrested at the building by members of the
NYDETF Group T-43. One man was taken into custody inside the 27th floor
apartment when agents and officers entered. The other individual was stopped
in the building’s lobby prior to the search. Both men pled guilty to Criminal Pos-
session of a Controlled Substance in the Third Degree and were sentenced to
serve four years in prison.

More than $27,000 cash found in closets in a luxury A suitcase containing approximately 38 pounds of meth-
apartment in Hell’s Kitchen (Photo credit: NYDETF) amphetamine and cocaine

Psychedellics

Investigation Targets Open Drug Activity Inside Washington
Square Park

Nine individuals were arrested following an
investigation into the sale of psychedelic psilo-
cybin mushrooms and cocaine in the vicinity of
Washington Square Park. The undercover in-
vestigation by the NYPD’s Narcotics Borough
Manhattan South began in response to commu-
nity complaints about open drug activity inside
the busy public park, located in Manhattan’s
Greenwich Village. The majority of the alleged
drug sellers were associated with a loosely af-
filiated street crew operating in afternoon and
evening shifts to sell psilocybin mushrooms, ~a —
cocaine and crack cocaine. In total, the defen- Table seIIing mushrooms, cocaine and crack cocaine in
dants are charged in connection with more than front of memorial (Photo credit: NYPD)

a dozen sales to undercover officers. Several of the defendants pled guilty and

received sentences ranging from probation to 2 'z years in prison or are awaiting

sentencing. Others have been evaluated for drug treatment programming.
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International Money Laundering
International Money Laundering Operation Dismantled

Two members of a Colombian money laundering organization that operated in
Madrid, Spain and New York City were sentenced to prison following a long-
term investigation. The case began with the seizure of approximately one million
Euros ($1.15 million) in drug proceeds in Madrid following a transaction with a
Spanish undercover in 2018. NYDETF Group T-43 and DEA’s Bogota Country
Office tracked the illicit money to the two money brokers in Cali, Colombia.
The investigation revealed the money brokers personally threatened an indi-
vidual whom they blamed for the loss of the drug proceeds. They then hired
La Oficina de Envigado, a violent organization once used by Pablo Escobar, the
deceased leader of the Medellin Cartel, to collect the debt. Law enforcement
intervened when this organization made further threats of physical harm against
this individual and the individual’s family. The two money brokers were arrested
in Colombia and ultimately pled guilty to money laundering charges filed by SNP
in New York City. One man, while still in custody in Colombia, appeared virtually
for his sentencing before a Manhattan Supreme Court Judge -- the first time the

Colombian government approved such a procedure by a court within the U.S.
He received a sentence of 3-9 years in prison to be served in New York State.

This virtual proceeding was facilitated with assistance from the U.S. Department
of Justice’s Office of International Affairs. The other man was sentenced to 2-6
years in prison after being extradited from Colombia. EIl Cuerpo Técnico De
Investigacion (CTI) Sensitive Investigative Unit (SIU) Police, Colombia, and the
Spanish National Police also participated in the investigation.
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