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Cover photo: In 2023, SNP expanded its prevention efforts with the creation of the Educational Outreach Committee,
which serves as a resource for schools by offering presentations to teens in classrooms and to their parents, and by
training teachers and New York City Department of Education staff. In addition to the work in schools, the committee
developed a public service announcement about the dangers of fentanyl for display on LinkNYC kiosks in English,
Spanish, Mandarin and French.



Message from the

Special Narcotics Prosecutor

The Office of the Special Narcotics Prosecutor (SNP) is at
the forefront of efforts to curb the opioid epidemic —the
most serious public health threat we face as a nation.
Fentanyl overdose is the leading cause of death for
Americans between the ages of 18 and 45, according
to the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA), with
sharp increases among teens in recent years.

In New York City, deaths due to drug poisonings
remain at crisis levels, exceeding 3,000 fatalities annually
for the past two years. Roughly eight in 10 drug-related
deaths involve fentanyl, which is found mixed with an
expanding array of substances.

There may be cause for hope. For the first time
since 2018, overdose deaths declined slightly in 2023,
with 3,156 fatalities citywide, or 1% fewer than the
previous year, according to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC).

While any drug poisoning is tragic, the loss of a
child is particularly heartbreaking. In September, a one-
year-old boy died after being exposed to fentanyl at a
Bronx day care center that doubled as a drug stash
location. Then, in December, a 14-year-old freshman
at Brooklyn Technical High School died from fentanyl
drug poisoning. The teen’s mother recently met with
members of my office to explore ways in which she can
educate parents about how accessible deadly drugs
are to children and to help prevent another family from
suffering such a devastating loss.

Prevention efforts designed for young people
are crucial. In 2023, SNP established the Educational
Outreach Committee and partnered with the
Department of Education (DOE) to share relevant
information about dangerous drugs with middle and
high school students. Attorneys offer presentations
about fentanyl for health classes, DOE teachers, staff,
and parents. Private and public schools across the city
have asked us to provide much-needed information to
students and parents.

While we have expanded our prevention efforts,
SNP continues to focus on saving lives through
innovative strategies that reduce the supply of deadly
drugs. New York City is a hub for narcotics trafficking,
and our drug market is more unpredictable than ever.

The office targets high-level trafficking
organizations, often with international ties, while

addressing open-
air drug markets
that destabilize
neighborhoods
and lead to
overdose and
violence. SNP
investigations
and prosecutions
depend upon
collaboration
with the city’s
District Attorneys
and other local,
state, federal and
international law enforcement agencies.

In total, SNP cases in 2023 resulted in the seizure
of over 750 pounds of fentanyl and drug mixtures,
and more than 1.2 million fentanyl pills. Drug mixtures
containing fentanyl are sold in powder form and are
pressed into counterfeit pills, and may contain as many
as five different substances.

SNP seeks to reduce demand for potentially lethal
narcotics by raising public awareness and facilitating
alternatives to incarceration. When appropriate, the
office advocates for access to treatment and supportive
services for those suffering from substance use
disorders.

Beginning in 2020, we extended the reach of our
alternatives to incarceration offerings to encompass the
Manhattan Felony Alternatives to Incarceration Court
(ATI Court), which assists individuals who were not
served by previously existing programs.

| am committed to promoting public safety by
reducing crime and ensuring the criminal justice system
is fair for all. We look forward to continued collaboration
with our partners in law enforcement and communities
across the city to secure safer neighborhoods and
prevent the loss of precious lives.

Bridget G. Brennan hosted the Office of
the Special Narcotics Prosecutor’s 50th
Anniversary Celebration & Reunion.

@/L/Lﬁf?ef cgl Breria i
Special Narcotics Prosecutor
for the City of New York
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About the Office

The Office of the Special Narcotics Prosecutor
(SNP) works collaboratively with New York
City’s elected District Attorneys to investigate
and prosecute felony narcotics cases and
related crime across all five boroughs of

the city. We share the common goals of
protecting city residents and ensuring our
criminal justice system is fair for all. Founded
more than 50 years ago, and built on a task
force model, SNP works closely with its local,
state, and federal partners.

The District Attorneys appoint the Special
Narcotics Prosecutor and assign Assistant
District Attorneys to serve in SNP. All of
SNP’s wiretap investigations are overseen
by the District Attorneys, who provide
guidance and direction. Special Narcotics
Prosecutor Bridget G. Brennan oversees a
staff of approximately 200 legal and support
personnel. The agency has its own budget
for operating expenses and receives funding
from the city, state, and federal governments.

New York City is unique in many ways,
including its division into five separate
boroughs, each with its own District Attorney
empowered to prosecute crimes committed
there. The city is also a major hub of
international narcotics importation. Once
a drug shipment enters New York City, it is
often dispersed throughout the metropolitan
area and beyond, without regard for county or
state lines. SNP’s jurisdiction was established
to address this free flow of narcotics.

Working in collaboration with its partners,
SNP strives to save lives and strengthen
communities. The office’s mission is to
protect the public and prevent overdose
deaths by implementing a strategic approach
to enforcement. The office focuses on
prosecuting high-level traffickers engaged
in distributing fentanyl, heroin, cocaine,
and addictive pills. SNP also assists with
investigating related crimes, such as weapons

sales and possession, and responds to
community complaints about persistent drug
activity and associated violence.

Targeted prosecutions and alternatives
to incarceration are essential components
of the office’s enforcement strategy, which
is consistent with the city’s goals to reduce
incarceration. SNP further strives to reduce
demand for narcotics by raising public
awareness and facilitating treatment for
those with substance use issues. In 2023,
the office launched a robust educational
outreach initiative to teach the city’s youth
about the dangers of fentanyl.

The first Special Narcotics Prosecutor,
Frank Rogers, was appointed in January
1972. He was succeeded by Hon. Sterling
Johnson, Jr., who headed SNP for 16
years before becoming a federal judge in
the Eastern District of New York. Robert H.
Silbering was named the Special Narcotics
Prosecutor in 1992 and served for six years.

On May 1, 1998, Bridget G. Brennan
was appointed Special Narcotics Prosecutor
by the five District Attorneys. Under her
direction, the office has developed innovative
strategies to stem the flow of drugs into
the city and target emerging problems. She
works closely with community groups and
has funded recreational programs for youth
across the city. Ms. Brennan established the
Heroin Interdiction Team (HIT), the Digital
Forensic Services Unit, the Criminal and
Investigative Analysts Unit, the Prescription
Drug Investigation Unit (PDIU), the Narcotics
Gang Unit, the Money Laundering and
Financial Investigation Unit, the Community
Qutreach Unit, the Discovery Compliance
and Litigation Unit, the Post Judgment
Litigation Unit, the Conviction Review
Committee, and the Educational Outreach
Committee.




New York City’s District Attorneys

The five District Attorneys appoint the Special Narcotics Prosecutor, assign Assistant District Attorneys to
the office, and oversee the office’s work, including all wiretap investigations. SNP is a model of collaboration
and effective partnerships. The District Attorneys formally affirm their support for SNP in an agreement that
recognizes the importance of the office’s leadership in citywide narcotics prosecutions.

Manhattan Office of the
District Attorney’s Office Bronx District Attorney
District Attorney District Attorney

Alvin L. Bragg, Jr. Darcel D. Clark

Queens District
Attorney’s Office
District Attorney
Melinda Katz

The Brooklyn District
Attorney’s Office
District Attorney
Eric Gonzalez

Office of the Richmond
County District Attorney
District Attorney
Michael E. McMahon




Trends
Fentanyl and Drug Mixtures

NYC Fatal Overdoses Far Exceed Homicides and Traffic Fatalities
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Source: *Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), predicted data for 2023; NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene
(DOHMH); New York City Police Department (NYPD); Vision Zero New York City

The illicit drug supply has never been more
deadly or unpredictable than it is today.
Fentanyl, a shape-shifting synthetic opioid,
is largely to blame. In New York City, 3,156
lives were lost to drug poisoning in 2023.
Drug overdoses remain at crisis levels,
despite having declined slightly in 2023.
Nationwide there were a total of 107,543
overdose deaths recorded in 2023 (down
from more than 111,000 in 2022), according
to the CDC.

At the same time, homicide rates and
motor vehicle deaths in the city remain low.
There were 391 homicides and 265 traffic
fatalities in 2023.

Analyses of drugs seized in packaging
mills and street markets across the city show
fentanyl is found mixed with an increasingly
wide range of substances. Over 40 percent
of SNP fentanyl seizures in 2023 involved
mixtures with other narcotics like heroin or

cocaine, and/or other synthetics, such as
xylazine (a non-opioid animal sedative) or
methamphetamine (a stimulant). Due to this
unpredictability, drug users do not know
what they are purchasing, putting them
at grave risk of overdose and death. The
danger is extreme for the opioid naive, who
have not built up tolerance.

Further complicating matters, xylazine
(a non-opioid sedative known as “trang”)
is not responsive to the most common
overdose reversal drug naloxone (brand
name Narcan) and is not a controlled
substance, either in New York State or
federally. Prosecutors are not able to bring
charges related to the sale or possession
of xylazine. While DEA laboratories test for
xylazine, the NYPD does not provide detailed
reporting on the presence of xylazine as it is
not currently a controlled substance.




Trends continued

Strategic Approach to Prosecutions

SNP employs a strategic approach to
curbing the flow of deadly narcotics into
New York City and throughout the region.
Investigations focus on high-level trafficking
organizations, often with international ties,
and drug organizations linked to overdoses
and violence.

In 2023, SNP investigations resulted in
the seizure of over 750 pounds of fentanyl
and fentanyl mixtures, and more than 1.2
million fentanyl pills.

Transnational criminal organizations are
the main source of narcotics sold in the U.S.
Illicit fentanyl is primarily manufactured in
Mexico in clandestine laboratories controlled

by two powerful drug cartels, the Sinaloa and

the Jalisco, according to the DEA.

Similarly, the primary source for cocaine
in the U.S. is Colombia, where there has
been a dramatic increase in cultivation
since the government of Colombia has
discontinued aerial eradication of cocoa
plants. In New York City, cocaine seizures
remain high, with over 1,000 pounds
recovered in SNP cases in 2023.

1,033

I |

Il Cocaine
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2023 SNP Drug Seizures in Pounds

[ Fentanyl/Fentanyl Mixtures

I Methamphetamine
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SNP’s strategies are consistent with the
City’s goal of reducing incarceration. In 2023,
201 individuals prosecuted by SNP received
prison sentences, a 90 percent reduction
from those sent to New York State prison on
SNP cases each year in the 1990s.

SNP is committed to connecting
individuals with Alternatives to Incarceration
(ATI) programs, when appropriate, with the
goal of promoting public safety and reducing
recidivism.

7,290

6,195

SNP Felony Indictments/SCls and Prison Sentences (1984-2023)

e SNP Felony Indictments and SCls
e SNP Prison Sentences
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Trends continued

Dangers of a Surging Supply
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Manhattan

NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DOHMH)

Over 50,000
glassines wrapped
in bundles
containing
mixtures of
fentanyl, heroin
and xylazine were
seized from a drug
mill six blocks
away from a Bronx
day care.

In New York City, four of the top five
neighborhoods for drug fatalities are
consistently in the South Bronx, while the
other is East Harlem in Manhattan. Black and
Latino/a New Yorkers continue to have the
highest rates of overdose deaths.

DEA New York Division recovered over
1,100 pounds of fentanyl powder in 2023,
with many of the largest seizures occurring in
the Bronx. SNP frequently partners with DEA
and is prosecuting many of these significant
cases. A surging supply of fentanyl has tragic
consequences beyond the record numbers
of overdose deaths among drug users, and
the impact on their family members.

Sadly, we are seeing more drug
poisonings among those who never sought
to use drugs: young children. In September,
the shocking death of a one-year-old boy
due to fentanyl exposure at a Bronx day care
center shook the city. Three other children
at the day care were treated at a hospital
after being reported unresponsive and were
administered naloxone.

During an investigation, officers executed
a search warrant and discovered a secret
compartment underneath the floor of a play
area containing more than 10 kilograms of
fentanyl and other drugs. The Bronx District
Attorney’s Office charged the day care
owner, her husband, and the husband’s
cousin with murder. Federal prosecutors
brought additional drug trafficking charges.

Eleven days after this tragedy, SNP
uncovered a major narcotics stash location
and packaging mill in an apartment on Heath
Avenue in the Bronx, just six blocks away
from the day care center. Over 40 pounds of
cocaine and fentanyl with an estimated street
value of $5 million were seized.




Trends continued

Spike in Deadly Counterfeit Pills

In 2023, we witnessed an explosion in the
supply of counterfeit pills containing fentanyl.
Studies show more lllicit fentanyl pills are
being seized nationwide than ever before. In
SNP cases, more than 1.2 million pills were
recovered. Meanwhile, seizures by DEA NY
Division more than doubled to 4.2 million
fake prescription pills containing fentanyl
recovered in 2023. According to DEA, seven
out of 10 fake pills had lethal amounts
of fentanyl, and most contained various
mixtures of methamphetamine, xylazine
and/or other synthetic drugs.

Fentanyl pills are increasingly pressed
in Mexico and smuggled over the U.S.—

Mexico border inside trucks or other vehicles.

Frequently they resemble a certain type

of 30 mg oxycodone, which are blue and
imprinted with the marking M30. Trafficking
organizations go to great lengths to conceal
shipments of pills. A short-term investigation
in May of 2023 resulted in the seizure of
approximately 300,000 fake oxycodone pills
containing fentanyl, plus over 11 pounds of
powdered fentanyl, from inside the gas tank
of a Ford Expedition stopped in the Bronx.

While the vast majority of those who
suffer fatal overdoses are adults, fentanyl is
killing American teens in record numbers.
Teen overdose deaths are largely driven by
fentanyl in the form of counterfeit pills, which
played a role in nearly 25 percent of these
deaths. Studies suggest the increase in teen
overdose does not appear to result from
more drug use, but rather from a deadlier
drug supply.

Many adolescents accidentally take
fentanyl in the form of pills mistaking it for
prescription medication, stimulants, or other
illicit drugs. Fentanyl is increasingly found
not only in counterfeit oxycodone, but in
benzodiazepines (such as Xanax), Adderall

SNP Seizures of Counterfeit Pills vs.
Pharmaceutical Pills

Pharmaceutical Pills
4,760
0.38%

Counterfeit Pills
1,242,790
99.62%

and other prescription pills. Young people
have access to counterfeit pills containing
fentanyl in their neighborhoods, schools, and
through social media.

Teen drug poisonings more than
doubled in the U.S. between 2019 and
2021, with an average of 22 young people
between the ages of 14 and 18 suffering
fatal overdoses each week in 2022. Most
teens who use drugs are seeking to relieve
stress, according to the CDC.

Stress is driving teens’ drug use, new
federal study suggests

By Erin Blakemore
Faruary 17, 2004 ol &30 om §51

The Washington Post, February 17, 2024
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Prevention Education

SNP is committed to saving lives by
educating young people and families
about the opioid crisis and particularly
lethal fentanyl. The Educational Outreach
Committee, composed of members of
the executive, legal, managerial, and
professional staff, offers workshops
designed to raise awareness among teens,
college students, parents, teachers, and
school staff. SNP partners with the New
York City Department of Education (DOE),
DEA New York Division, the Office of the
Chief Medical Examiner, the NYPD, and

Which of these contain
deadly fentanyl?
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All of them

Every 3 hours in New York City,
someone dies from a drug overdose

not-for-profits. In the photo on the left,
Bridget G. Brennan and Frank A. Tarentino
1Il, DEA Special Agent in Charge, offered a
presentation on fentanyl to youth on Staten
Island organized through The Community
Initiatives of NY (TCIONY).

LinkNYC

New York City’s drug market is more deadly than ever before.
Fentanyl pills disguised as legitimate prescription medication, or
powder combined with other narcotics like heroin and cocaine,
greatly increases the risk of overdose. SNP’s Educational
Outreach Committee developed a public service campaign

for display on LinkNYC kiosks around the city. The goal is to
educate residents and visitors about the dangers of fentanyl,
and prevent overdoses. Many people who consume drugs do not
realize they are being exposed to deadly fentanyl. The campaign
appears in multiple languages, including English, Spanish,
Mandarin and French. Palm cards and posters are also available
for distribution in schools and by not-for-profit organizations.
Drug-related fatalities reached all-time highs in recent years,
with fentanyl involved in 8 out of 10 of these deaths. On average,
someone in New York City dies of a drug poisoning every three
hours. Teenagers are particularly susceptible to counterfeit
prescription medication sold in neighborhoods, schools, and

on social media.




OUTREACH INITIATIVE

Naloxone
Trainings

The overdose reversal

aving Lives
Scnhgools -
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drug naloxone can
quickly reverse drug

overdoses and save lives.
Through a collaboration
between NYU Langone

NYU Grossman
o School of Medicine

Health Emergency Room
Doctors’ Prevention

Education Partnership
(PEP), DOE’s Substance
Abuse Prevention and
Intervention Specialists (SAPIS), and SNP’s Educational Outreach - : e 3
Committee, hundreds of teachers have completed intensive trainings on F : !
how to administer naloxone. These trainings take place at NYU Langone E,’ & = .
Health Tisch Hospital. Participants also receive instruction on the B i _
medical aspects of fentanyl, what the SAPIS program is doing to spread \ o <}
the word to public school students, and how students can be further = ‘%

educated about the dangers of fentanyl. Each attendee is given their ﬂ‘; \ .."(‘ 3;

own naloxone kit to take back to their schools.

Classroom Workshops

SNP serves as a resource for schools by offering presentations to teens and college students in classrooms,
trainings for teachers and DOE staff, and educational forums for parents. Designated SNP attorneys lead
workshops on the dangers of fentanyl: what it is, how it gets to New York City, and why teenagers are dying
without even knowing they are taking it. SNP staff explain the types of mixtures found in the city’s highly
unpredictable drug market, including counterfeit pills containing fentanyl. Discussions include the role of
social media in teen overdose deaths and how teens can stay safe. Stories from grieving families and recent
headlines are included in SNP’s workshop materials to drive home the real risks associated with drug use
today. A Spanish-speaking staff member is available to present workshops in Spanish. Below, SNP’s Chief of
Investigations Bernice Ordonez visited the Edward R. Murrow High School in Brooklyn.
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In support of SNP’s targeted enforcement
strategy, data from a host of sources

is analyzed to identify patterns, such

as geographic areas where clusters of
overdoses, gun seizures, and narcotics
trafficking are concentrated. SNP partners
with the NYPD, elected officials, and
community groups to develop strategies
that support public safety.

One of the most troubling drug trends
in New York City is an increase in fentanyl
mixed with other substances. While
fentanyl alone is extremely dangerous,
fentanyl mixed with other drugs presents
enhanced uncertainty and an increased risk
of overdose, as drug buyers don’t know
what is contained in the substance they are
purchasing. By analyzing drug seizures, we
can identify new substances entering the
city’s street markets and craft a targeted
response through enforcement, legislative
efforts, public health, and prevention.

This shift towards more drug mixtures
is illustrated in an analysis of seizures in the
NYPD’s Midtown South Precinct (MTS).
Approximately 48% of the B felony drug
seizures containing fentanyl in 2022 were
found to contain fentanyl alone, and 52%

Data-Driven Enforcement

were found to contain fentanyl mixed with
other drugs. In 2023, by contrast, only 31%
of B felony drug seizures containing fentanyl
were found to contain fentanyl alone while
the percentage of seizures containing fentanyl
mixed with other substances rose significantly
to 69%. Similarly, SNP citywide seizures of
fentanyl mixtures far outpaced seizures of
fentanyl alone in the fourth quarter of 2023.

And it is not just the amount of fentanyl
mixtures which is increasing. In conjunction
with seeing an increase in the percentage
of fentanyl mixture overall, we have also
observed an increase in the number of
unique combinations of drugs that are being
mixed with fentanyl.

In MTS for example, the number of
unique combinations of drugs which were
mixed with fentanyl doubled from 2022 to
2023. In some precincts we have seen an
increase in cocaine mixed with fentanyl and
other substances. At times up to five different
substances have been analyzed in a single
fentanyl street sale seizure. While fentanyl and
heroin mixtures are still the most common,
we have also seen the emergence of fentanyl
mixtures containing methamphetamine,
alprazolam and oxycodone.

Fentanyl
Mixtures
52%

Fentanyl
Alone
48%

NYPD Seizures of Fentanyl Mixtures Increase in Midtown South

2022 2023

Fentanyl
Mixtures
69%

Fentanyl
Alone
31%




Community Initiatives

124th Street Harlem location.

SNP seeks to leave a positive footprint on
communities where major drug enforcement
actions have occurred, by collaborating with
the District Attorneys’ offices to support
youth programs and strengthen communities
disrupted by persistent crime.

In 2023, SNP sponsored two Police

Athletic League (PAL) initiatives in Manhattan:

a Playstreet at West 124th Street, Lenox to
5th Avenues, in Harlem, and the McCaffrey
Playground PAL Playsite, in Hell’s Kitchen.
Playstreets utilize parks and other public
areas throughout the city to give children
free and safe supervised places to enjoy fun
recreational opportunities, as well as year-
round programs. Police officers support PAL
programs by engaging in youth interactions
that help promote positive relationships in
the community.

Also in 2023, SNP sponsored cooking
equipment for the PAL Webster Center
Healthy Cooking Club in Fordham Heights,
Bronx, and community exercise equipment
for youth at the New York City Housing
Authority’s (NYCHA) Tilden Houses in
Brownsville, Brooklyn.

Special Narcotics Prosecutor Bridget G. Brennan attended the opening of the Police Athletic League (PAL) Summer Playstreets at the West

SNP sponsored a new stove for the PAL Webster Center Healthy Cooking
Club in Fordham Heights in the Bronx.

As part of an effort to educate the public
about dangers associated with New York City’s
unpredictable drug market, Special Narcotics
Prosecutor Bridget G. Brennan presented on
the topic of fentanyl for various community
groups, including a virtual conversation series
hosted by Council Member Erik Bottcher
of District 3, and at Harlem’s 32nd Precinct
Community Council meeting. She participated
in the Staten Island Fentanyl and Overdose
Task Force and the Mayoral Fentanyl Summit.

11



Local & International Qutreach

Bridget G. Brennan joined DEA NY Special Agent in Charge A prosecutor from the Dominican Republic, representing
Frank A. Tarentino Ill and Chief Medical Examiner Jason K. the U.S. Department of State-funded Money Laundering
Graham, MD at a TCIONY event called, “The Truth About Task Force (MLF), visited SNP to discuss collaboration and
Drugs: Fentanyl.” investigative techniques.

SNP staff welcomed a delegation from the Gyeonggi Nigel I. Farinha, SNP’s Gang Unit Chief and Chief Diversity

government in South Korea, Board of Audit and Inspection, Officer, and Community Outreach Director Calvin Solomon
and discussed narcotics trends and common smuggling helped organize a toy drive for the National Black Prosecutors
methods. Association (NBPA) and the Police Athletic League.

Zoe E. Shea, Chief of SNP’s Alternatives to Incarceration Unit, was among the sixth cohort of graduates of the Justice Ambassadors
Youth Council, a social action and life skills building educational seminar that brings together government officials and 18-25 year-
olds, many of whom are legal system impacted or gang involved.

12



Professional Recognition

First Deputy Mayor Sheena Wright presented a Mayoral Proclamation to Bridget G. Brennan in recognition of the Office of the
Special Narcotics Prosecutor’s 50th anniversary during a celebration and reunion held at New York Law School.

SNP received a Governor’s Citation, presented by alumnus Staten Island District Attorney Michael E. McMahon awarded a
Terence O’Leary, Executive Deputy Commissioner, NYS citation in recognition of SNP’s 50th anniversary and joint efforts
Division of Homeland Security & Emergency Services. to address the opioid epidemic.

Thomas G. Van Noy, Executive Assistant The Federal Drug Agents Foundation (FDAF) honored Assistant District Attorney
District Attorney for Administration, Courtney Wen (second from left), DEA’s Organized Crime Drug Enforcement Strike
received the Thomas E. Dewey Medal Force, Group Z-21, and SNP’s Investigators Unit.

from the New York City Bar Association.

13
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Alternatives to Incarceration

Zoe E. Shea,

Chief of SNP’s
Alternatives to
Incarceration

Unit, sat on a

New York State Bar
Association

panel with

Hon. Ellen N. Biben.

The goal of SNP’s Alternatives to Incarceration
(ATI) Unit is to promote public safety and
reduce recidivism. Through AT, participants
are offered supportive services within the
community under a court-supervised plea
agreement. For individuals charged with
felony drug crimes, an effective drug or
mental health treatment program and access
to other important social services can mean
the difference between repeated contacts
with the criminal justice system and the ability
to lead a healthy and law-abiding life.

Beginning in 2020, SNP joined the
Manhattan District Attorney’s Office in
expanding its offerings to encompass
the Manhattan Felony Alternatives to
Incarceration Court (ATI Court). The ATI
Court, which is led by Administrative
Judge Ellen N. Biben, seeks to forge a
new response to individuals charged with
felonies by linking them to community-based
social services.

The Court is the first of its kind, providing
an innovative model for other jurisdictions
seeking to develop and implement
meaningful post-conviction sentencing
options for individuals facing felony charges
The ATl Court serves individuals who are

charged with felonies and may not be eligible
for existing drug and mental health courts.
Eligibility is determined on a case-by-case
basis, and treatment is individualized to the
specific needs of the participant.

SNP partners with the Center for
Justice Innovation’s (CJI) Manhattan
Justice Opportunities to conduct
clinical assessments, develop treatment
recommendations, coordinate referrals,
and perform compliance monitoring
and reporting. An array of individualized
services are offered, including substance
abuse treatment, mental health services,
cognitive behavioral therapy, educational and
vocational training, case management, and
various types of prosocial programming.

SNP’s ATl Unit ADAs and Case
Coordinators perform screenings of potential
participants to determine whether a case is
appropriate for a programming disposition.

If it is decided that a defendant’s case is
appropriate, a referral will be made to CJI
or another monitoring agency to begin the
clinical assessment process.

A plea agreement mandates participation
in services and/or completion of agreed-upon
benchmarks for a set period. Social workers
provide neutral, third-party assessments and
case management services to the ATl Court.

Judicial Diversion

Beginning in 2009, the New York State
Legislature empowered judges to place
defendants in court-sponsored diversion
programs. SNP offers its expertise in
screening and monitoring. When individuals
enter treatment through one of these paths,
their sentences are deferred. Upon successful
completion, charges may be dismissed.

Prosecutor-Led Diversion
Programs

Our office is proud to have been at the
forefront of developing ATl programs for
more than 35 years. SNP and the Brooklyn
District Attorney’s Office were pioneers in
diverting those whose crimes (often street
sales of drugs) were motivated by their own
substance use disorder.




Investigation Division

Special Investigations Bureau
The Special Investigations Bureau

(SIB) targets major narcotics trafficking
organizations, including those that import
and distribute multi-kilogram quantities of
fentanyl, heroin, and cocaine. The activities
of these criminal enterprises extend beyond
county, state, and international borders.

SIB prosecutors work with the U.S. Drug
Enforcement Administration (DEA), the New
York City Police Department (NYPD), the
New York State Police, the New York Drug
Enforcement Task Force (NYDETF), the New
York Organized Crime Drug Enforcement
Strike Force (OCDESF), Homeland Security
Investigations (HSI), SNP’s Investigators Unit,
and other local, state, federal, and foreign
law enforcement agencies.

In 2023, SIB launched 173 investigations
targeting a wide range of criminal activity
including drug trafficking, murder conspiracy;,
kidnappings, weapons trafficking, and
money laundering. The bureau also
commenced civil actions to forfeit narcotics
proceeds. Senior staff supervised wiretap
investigations involving 195 eavesdropping
applications, including 57 originals,

83 extensions, and 55 amendments.
Investigation Division cases resulted in

the seizure of approximately 769 pounds

of cocaine, 579 pounds of fentanyl and
fentanyl mixtures, 31 pounds of heroin, 134
pounds of methamphetamine, and additional
quantities of various other drugs.

Heroin Interdiction Team

The resurgence of heroin throughout New
York State spurred SNP to create the
Heroin Interdiction Team (HIT) in 2014.

HIT is tasked with combating the flow of
heroin, fentanyl, and other synthetic opioids,
to the areas surrounding New York City,
particularly upstate counties. HIT focuses
on cooperating with local prosecutors and

2023 SNP WIRETAP ACTIVITY

Amendment 55
Extension 83
Original 57
TOTAL 195
Cellphone 195
Chat Accounts 0
BBM 0
Other 0
TOTAL 195
Trial Division 128
Special Investigations Bureau 173
Prescription Drug 11
Narcotics Gang 0

Money Laundering/

Financial Crime 2
Executive 2
TOTAL 316

law enforcement to share intelligence and
resources to take down the organizations
responsible for spreading heroin and fentanyl
from the mills in New York City to New York
State as a whole.

Prescription Drug Investigation
Unit

Alarming rates of prescription drug abuse
and related crime led SNP to form the
Prescription Drug Investigation Unit in
2011. The unit is designed to combat

the proliferation of prescription narcotics

on the black market by investigating and
prosecuting the criminal distribution of
these drugs. Prosecutions target a range of
subjects, from members of street level drug
organizations to medical practitioners and
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Investigation Division continued

pharmacists engaged in criminal sales of
prescriptions or pills. The unit also conducts
investigations into doctors whose opioid
prescriptions cause patient overdoses.
Robberies of pharmacies, shootings, home
invasions, and other violent crimes are also
associated with prescription drug diversion.
The unit works closely with the New York
State Health Department’s Bureau of
Narcotic Enforcement (BNE), the NYPD, the
DEA, and other law enforcement agencies.

Narcotics Gang Unit

The Narcotics Gang Unit concentrates on
violent neighborhood gangs, robbery crews,
and weapon traffickers committing drug-
related criminal activity across the city. The
unit, established in 2002, works closely with
detectives from the NYPD’s Gun Violence
Suppression Division, Narcotics and Gang
Squads, and Precinct members. The unit
has developed expertise in the use of

new technologies and collecting evidence
through social media and messaging
applications. In addition to narcotics
trafficking, the unit prosecutes murder and
murder conspiracy, assault, armed robbery,
kidnapping, burglary, weapons possession,
and illegal firearms sales.

Money Laundering and

Financial Investigations Unit

The Money Laundering and Financial
Investigations Unit was initiated in 2001 and
later reconfigured. It investigates narcotics-
related money laundering and other financial
criminal activity. Cases are generated from
multiple sources, including intelligence
developed during narcotics investigations. The
unit aims to prevent foreign drug trafficking
organizations from repatriating drug proceeds
through smuggling, as well as the illegal use
of the financial system and international trade,
and local drug organizations from benefiting
from illicit profits.

Forfeiture Investigations
Established more than 35 years ago, the
Forfeiture Investigations Unit evaluates felony
drug prosecutions for potential civil litigation
to recover proceeds of narcotics crimes.

The unit works closely with law enforcement
on the federal, state, and local levels to
identify criminal assets and deprive narcotics
traffickers and money laundering groups of
the profits of criminality. The unit has in place
a comprehensive set of systems to track
office participation in investigations resulting
in forfeiture actions. In 2023, 144 federal
forfeiture actions were initiated and 174 were
completed. At the state level, 81 actions were
initiated and 41 were completed.

Discovery Compliance and
Litigation Unit

The Discovery Compliance and Litigation
Unit (DLU), founded in 2021, centralizes
responsibilities for the oversight of litigation
related to discovery. Additionally, DLU is
responsible for collaborating with Information
Technology (IT), the Legal Training Unit, and
other units within the agency on special
projects aimed at increasing productivity.
The 2020 Discovery Reforms and the

repeal of Civil Rights Law 50a have led to a
constantly evolving legal landscape, resulting
in pressures on ADAs to quickly obtain the
necessary materials in order to satisfy their
discovery obligations. The creation of DLU,
under direct supervision from Executive Staff,
centralizes the tasks related to these reforms,
as well as the development and training
associated with implementing related policy.




Trial Division

Trial Division Assistant District Attorneys
handle the bulk of the drug felony arrests
referred to the office for prosecution. They
are assigned to one of the two bureaus that
comprise the Trial Division. Each bureau

is headed by a Chief and Deputy Chiefs
who provide legal advice and supervise
assistants as they draw up court orders,
including search and arrest warrants, on a
24-hour basis.

Assistants work closely with the NYPD’s
Narcotics Division and Patrol Services
Bureau, the New York Drug Enforcement
Task Force (NYDETF), the Port Authority
Police, the New York State Police, the New
York State Health Department’s Bureau of
Narcotic Enforcement (BNE), and SNP’s
Investigators Unit. In 2023, the Division
launched 128 new investigations. A total
of 1,226 complaints were referred to the
office for prosecution during the year; 716
defendants were prosecuted by indictment
or Supreme Court information (SCI). Total
SNP search warrants drafted numbered 579.

Investigators Unit

SNP’s Investigators Unit handles narcotics
cases targeting local, national, and
international trafficking groups. Teams
within the unit have expertise in identifying
and dismantling major fentanyl, heroin, and
cocaine distribution networks, prescription
drug diversion organizations, and pill

mills run by corrupt medical practitioners.
Investigators provide crucial leadership in
collaborative efforts with law enforcement
partners that result in seizures of hundreds
of pounds of narcotics, millions of dollars
in drug trafficking proceeds, and scores of
guns. Created in 1992, the unit fuffills two

2023 SNP WORKLOAD

Arrests 1226
Indictments/SCI 716
Trials 3
FELONY DISPOSITIONS

Convicted 618
Acquitted 0
Dismissed 69
Treatment Dismissals 33
Abated by Death 15
FELONY SENTENCES

State Prison 201
City Jail 86
Probation 105
City Jail & Probation 1
Conditional Discharge 15
Time Served 44
SEIZURES

Cocaine 1033 Ibs
Heroin 37 Ibs
Fentanyl 443 Ibs
Heroin/Fentanyl Mixtures 309 Ibs
Methamphetamine 215 Ibs
Guns 157

primary areas of responsibility: investigations
and enforcement support. A Chief
Investigator oversees the activities of the
investigators and monitors all investigation-
related expenditures.

The unit initiates cases independently and
works jointly with federal, state, and local law
enforcement agencies throughout New York
City and across the nation. During 2023, the
unit opened 71 new investigations, resulting in
291 arrests. The majority of these individuals
face top felony narcotics counts, or were
arrested in connection with money seizures.
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Case Highlights

Fentanyl and

Lethal Mixtures

Cocaine and Fentanyl Seized
Near Tragic Bronx Day Care

A large-scale drug packaging operation

was dismantled six blocks from a Bronx

day care center where, less than two weeks
earlier, a one-year-old child had died from
fentanyl exposure. During an investigation
that led to the seizure of over 40 pounds

of narcotics, members of DEA New York
Division, the NYPD, the NYSP and SNP
observed a suspect leave an apartment
building at 2800 Heath Avenue with a rolling
suitcase. They tracked the man to the
Kingsbridge Road subway station where he
boarded a southbound train and later made
a northbound return trip by subway. As
officers approached, the man allegedly fled,
leaving behind the suitcase with 13 kilograms
of cocaine inside. Later, officers stopped the
man once again exiting 2800 Heath Avenue
with a different suitcase. Officers discovered
50,000 glassine envelopes containing
mixtures of fentanyl, heroin and xylazine

in the suitcase. A court-authorized search

of 2800 Heath Avenue, Apt. 1J revealed

a narcotics packaging operation. Over six
pounds of cocaine and fentanyl were seized,
including 10,000 glassines filled with fentanyl
mixtures. The narcotics carried a total street
value of $5 million.

Over 60,000 glassines of fentanyl, heroin and xylazine mixtures, 13 kilograms
of cocaine labeled “RZ” and “Glock,” and powdered narcotics

Over 100 Lbs. of Fentanyl,
Xylazine, Cocaine and Meth

Fentanyl powder and pills, cocaine, and
methamphetamine worth an estimated $10 million

An investigation into fentanyl trafficking in
New York City and the surrounding area
resulted in a seizure of over 25 pounds (13
kilograms) of fentanyl powder and pills, over
25 pounds of cocaine and more than 50
pounds (25 kilograms) of methamphetamine.
The drugs, worth an estimated $10 million,
were recovered from an apartment on
Grand Avenue in University Heights in

the Bronx during an investigation by DEA
New Jersey Field Division. DEA laboratory
analysis revealed that much of the fentanyl,
including some pills, was mixed with xylazine,
a veterinary, non-opioid tranquilizer that is
unresponsive to common overdose reversal
drugs. One individual was arrested after
agents observed him leave 2478 Grand
Avenue carrying a bag, which he placed
inside a vehicle. The bag contained a
kilogram of fentanyl.




Money Laundering Probe Nets
44 Lbs. of Fentanyl/Xylazine

Nearly 20 kilograms of fentanyl, some mixed with
xlyazine, recovered from storage units

A money laundering investigation resulted in
the seizure of nearly 20 kilograms of fentanyl
(over 44 pounds), including some mixed with
xylazine. The El Dorado Task Force (EDTF),
led by Homeland Security Investigations
(HSI) New York, uncovered a large stash

of drugs inside CubeSmart storage units
associated with the subject of the probe.
Members of EDTF followed the subject from
his home in Jamaica, Queens, to a hotel on
Queens Boulevard. In a search of his white
Lexus, agents found more than $50,000 in
cash vacuum-packed in clear plastic bags.
A court-authorized search of the subject’s
residence yielded bullets, a money counter,
and money laundering records. Members
of EDTF identified CubeSmart storage

units linked to the individual and obtained
court authorization for a search. Nearly

20 kilograms of fentanyl, some laced with
xylazine, and nearly 20 pounds of marijuana
were seized.

Case Highlights continued

Large-Scale Fentanyl Packaging
Mill Dismantled

An active fentanyl packaging mill poised to
pump hundreds of thousands of individual
dose envelopes onto the city’s streets was
dismantled in an apartment building on
Grand Concourse in the Bronx. Up to 25
pounds (12 kilograms) of fentanyl, including
nearly 100,000 filled glassine envelopes,
were recovered following a month-long
investigation. Members of NYDETF Group
T-22 and SNP investigators arrested 11
individuals, many of whom attempted to
flee as agents and officers entered the
apartment building. Seven individuals were
apprehended on the roof, including four
found hiding together underneath solar
panels. In a court-authorized search of the
mill apartment, officers recovered nearly
100,000 filled glassines from tabletops and
bags, as well as quantities of loose powder.
Hastily abandoned workstations featured
everything necessary for packaging fentanyl,
including thousands of empty glassine
envelopes, grinders, scales, stamps, and
other paraphernalia. The fentanyl is estimated
to be worth millions of dollars.

Table inside a packaging mill held thousands of fentanyl-filled glassines ready
for distribution
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Case Highlights continued

Counterfeit Pill Manufacturing
and Interstate Trafficking

A long-term wiretap investigation into the
manufacturing and interstate trafficking of
fentanyl pills made to look like oxycodone
resulted in the indictment of eight alleged co-
conspirators. The narcotics activity occurred
in Manhattan, the Bronx, Pennsylvania, and
Rhode Island. Over 26,000 pills containing
fentanyl and nearly 50,000 pills containing
methamphetamine were recovered, along
with over five kilograms of powdered fentanyl
and cocaine. The main subject of the
investigation and his brother allegedly used
a pill-pressing machine in manufacturing
counterfeit oxycodone pills. The investigation
by DEA New York Division, the NYPD and
SNP’s Investigators Unit revealed two
pill-pressing machines were ordered to

be delivered by mail to Manhattan. Most

pills seized in the case were inside the

boiler room area of an apartment building

on Woodycrest Avenue in the Bronx. The
building superintendent was among those
charged. Methamphetamine pills were in
various shapes, including a silhouette of
former President Donald J. Trump, Bitcoin
and Mickey Mouse.

Over 75,000 multi-colored fentanyl and methamphetamine pills in various
shapes and three kilograms of narcotics on a table next to a police dog

Fentanyl Pills and Powder Found
in Vehicle’s Gas Tank

Approximately 300,000 fentanyl! pills and five kilograms
of fentanyl were hidden in a car gas tank

Approximately 300,000 blue fake oxycodone
pills containing fentanyl, plus 11 pounds

(five kilograms) of powdered fentanyl, were
recovered from a Ford Expedition stopped in
the Bronx during a short-term investigation.
The pills and powdered fentanyl were
discovered in vacuum-sealed packages
submerged inside the vehicle’s gas tank.
Agents and officers with DEA New York
Division and the New York Organized Crime
Drug Enforcement Strike Force arrested

the driver, a resident of Columbus, Ohio.
Initially, an NYPD K9 detected the presence
of narcotics in the vehicle, but agents and
officers were unable to identify the precise
location. Further investigation revealed a
hidden access to the gas tank from inside
the vehicle. The fentanyl carried an estimated
street value of approximately $5 million.




Drugs and Violence

Forty-one Guns Seized in
Manhattan and the Bronx

41 guns and quantities of fentanyl and cocaine were
recovered

A long-term investigation disrupted a gun
and narcotic trafficking network in Manhattan
and the Bronx, resulting in the seizure of 41
guns, as well as quantities of fentanyl and
cocaine. Three individuals were arrested

and indicted as a result of the investigation
by DEA New York Division, the NYPD and
SNP’s Investigators Unit. Between June 2022
and February 2023 two individuals sold a
combined total of 40 guns, mostly handguns,
that were obtained from a source in South
Carolina and transported to New York by car
for illegal resale. At the time of the arrests, an
additional firearm was recovered along with
ammunition.

Accused Major Trafficker
Nabbed in Mexico; Indicted in
Kidnappings, Assaults

An accused major trafficker charged with
orchestrating kidnappings and assaults

in New York City was arrested in Jalisco,
Mexico after more than a year and a half
evading law enforcement. An investigation
revealed that two kidnappings and assaults in
the Bronx stemmed from the theft of multiple
kilograms of narcotics. An SNP indictment
contains charges related to these crimes, as
well as plans for a third kidnapping. Portions

Case Highlights continued

of the incidents were captured in audio and
video recordings. Videos revealed that the
trafficker, working with others, allegedly
placed a heated iron and melted a plastic
bottle over the first victim’s exposed buttocks
while the victim was held against his will
inside an apartment on Bronxdale Avenue

in Morris Park. Other videos, recordings,

and text communications allegedly revealed
that the trafficker also coordinated with two
other individuals to kidnap a second victim,
who was also assaulted with a heated iron
and held against his will inside of the same
Bronx apartment. A subsequent court-
authorized search of the apartment resulted
in the seizure of over nine pounds of fentanyl,
cocaine, heroin, and para-flourofentanyl, as
well as drug paraphernalia, and a handgun.
The accused major trafficker fled New York
following the arrests of three alleged co-
conspirators. He was arrested on a federal
warrant in Jalisco and deported to the U.S.
as a result of the investigation by DEA NY
Division, the NYPD, U.S. Customs and
Border Protection New York Field Operations
and the NYSP. The U.S. Marshal’s Service
and Mexican authorities assisted.

Four kilograms of fentanyl mixtures, heroin and cocaine, plus kilogram presses
and two guns
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Case Highlights continued

One of nine
firearms recovered
in an investigation
that disrupted
multiple murder
and assault
attempts

Violent Drug Trafficking Gang
Dismantled in Brooklyn

A long-term wiretap investigation

dismantled a violent drug trafficking gang

in Brownsville, Brooklyn and resulted in the
seizure of nine firearms. Four individuals
were charged in conspiracies to commit
murder, assault, and weapons and narcotics
crimes. Quantities of cocaine, heroin,
oxycodone, and fentanyl were seized. The
investigation, led by SNP and the NYPD’s
Gun Violence Suppression Division (GVSD),
Gun Recidivists Investigations Program
(GRIP), unveiled multiple plots to murder
and assault rivals, which were prevented by
swift law enforcement response. A street
crew engaged in extensive drug trafficking in
and around residential buildings located at

7 Hegeman Avenue and 538 Amboy Street.
During the investigation, Emergency Medical
Technicians (EMTs) responded to an
overdose death inside one of the apartments,
coincidentally on the same day that NYPD
officers were executing court-authorized
search warrants at the building in connection
with this case. Multiple apartments were
used to cook and package crack cocaine for
sale, to store and sell cocaine and heroin/

fentanyl, and to store firearms. The wiretap
investigation revealed that one of the main
subjects had been shot at and was planning
to shoot a rival in retaliation.

Three Charged in Gun and Drug
Sales: 27 Firearms Seized

An undercover investigation disrupted a gun
and narcotic trafficking network in the Bronx,
and involved the seizure of 27 guns, as

well as nearly a pound of cocaine (over 400
grams). Two brothers and a third individual
were indicted as a result of the investigation
by the NYPD’s Narcotics Borough Bronx.
Initially, one of the brothers allegedly sold
cocaine to an undercover officer, and then
transitioned to selling guns as well. A total
of five firearms were sold by this individual,
including a pistol with a defaced serial
number. Meanwhile, the second brother
began selling firearms to the undercover.
This brother sold a total of 17 guns, including
16 pistols and an assault weapon. Ballistics
linked one of the firearms to a homicide that
occurred in the preceding month, although
the defendants are not suspects in the
homicide. Finally, the undercover received a
phone number for a third gun trafficker, who

sold an additional five guns, including one
“ghost” gun. In total, the cocaine and 27
guns sold for $43,000.

Three of the 27 guns seized, along with a pound of
cocaine




Cocaine

Nearly 90 Lbs. of Cocaine Seized
in Queens

An investigation into narcotics trafficking in
Queens led to the seizure of nearly 90 pounds
of cocaine (40 kilograms) and the arrest of an
accused major trafficker and a second
individual. Agents and officers with DEA New
York Division Group D-43 were conducting
surveillance outside a residential building at
37-63 81st Street in Jackson Heights when
they observed a suspect leave the building
carrying a green reusable shopping bag that
appeared to contain kilogram-shaped objects.
The suspect entered a blue Chrysler and
drove off. Agents and officers followed as the
car stopped and a second individual allegedly
exited from the passenger side carrying the
bag. This second individual climbed into a
silver Toyota Sienna, which agents and
officers stopped, recovering the bag with
three kilograms of narcotics allegedly inside.
Later that afternoon, agents and officers
arrested the original suspect. A court-
authorized search of 37-63 81st Street,

Apt. 4R, led to the seizure of numerous
kilogram packages and ziplock bags allegedly
containing over 80 pounds of cocaine.
Matching labels that read “JMY2” were found
on kilograms recovered from the apartment
and in the car. Laboratory analysis by the DEA
and NYPD vyielded positive results for cocaine.

Case Highlights continued

Open Drug Activity in
Washington Square Park
Targeted

Table used for selling mushrooms and cocaine in front of
a Washington Square Park memorial

Ten individuals were arrested following

an investigation into the sale of cocaine

and psychedelic psilocybin mushrooms in
Washington Square Park. The undercover
investigation, conducted by the NYPD’s
Narcotics Borough Manhattan South, began
in July of 2023 in response to community
complaints about open drug activity inside
the busy public park, located in Greenwich
Village. The investigation revealed the
majority of the defendants were associated
with a loosely affiliated street crew operating
in afternoon and evening shifts to sell
psilocybin mushrooms, cocaine and crack
cocaine. In total, the defendants made more
than a dozen sales to undercover officers
over the course of several months.

Kilogram packages

M labeled “UMY2”
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Case Highlights continued

Over 45 Lbs. of Cocaine and
Heroin; Manhattan and Yonkers
Members of NYDETF and SNP’s
Investigators Unit seized over 45 pounds of
cocaine and heroin (21 kilograms) and
arrested three individuals in Hell’s Kitchen,
Manhattan and Westchester. Through
physical and electronic surveillance, agents
and investigators tracked suspects as they
allegedly transported narcotics from a
Storage Post facility on Saw Mill River Road
to a residence at 86 Livingston Avenue, both
in Yonkers, and finally to Hell’s Kitchen. Six
kilograms of cocaine and one kilogram of
heroin were allegedly loaded into a Chevrolet
Traverse, which then traveled in tandem with
an Acura from Yonkers to 10th Avenue in
Manhattan. One suspect allegedly got out of
the Acura and retrieved a bag from the
Chevrolet, at which point agents and officers
approached and seized the bag.

A subsequent court-authorized search of

a storage unit at Storage Post-Yonkers
resulted in the seizure of 14 kilograms of
cocaine that appeared to match some of the
six kilograms recovered from the Chevrolet
earlier that day. Additional quantities of
cocaine were recovered from one of the

defendants’ residences in White Plains.
Officers recovered a quantity of cocaine from
the garage and a firearm that was hidden
inside a cooler in a backyard gazebo.

Over 45 pounds of cocaine and heroin recovered from storage facility and

vehicle

Suffolk County DA Charges 30 in
Drug and Gang Case

SNP assisted the Suffolk District Attorney’s
Office in a long-term narcotics trafficking and
gang investigation that culminated in three
indictments charging a total of 30 individuals
in connection with drug trafficking, money
laundering and gun possession. The
investigation centered on the distribution of
fentanyl, cocaine, and cocaine mixed with
fentanyl throughout Suffolk County, tracing
the source of supply to New York City.
Members of SNP’s Investigators Unit were
instrumental in securing arrests and an
indictment related to the sale of large-scale
quantities of cocaine, fentanyl, and heroin.
The amount of narcotics dealt during these
sales were priced at a range of $3,500 to
$10,000 per transaction. Eight individuals
were charged in connection with this prong
of the investigation. Another of the three
indictments brought by the Suffolk County
District Attorney’s Office contained charges
linked to a drug sale that allegedly resulted in
a fatal overdose. An autopsy revealed the
victim, who was mother to a six-year-old
daughter, had fentanyl, cocaine and xylazine
in her system.

Suffolk County DA Raymond Tierney holds a press
conference about a large-scale narcotics trafficking and
gang investigation that resulted in 30 arrests




Methamphetamine

Vehicle Carried 40 Lbs. of

Meth in Hell’s Kitchen

An investigation into interstate drug
trafficking led members of the NYDETF to
seize 40 pounds of methamphetamine in
Hell’s Kitchen, Manhattan. Three men were
arrested after agents and officers observed
a box allegedly containing the large load of
methamphetamine pass from one vehicle
to another. The transfer occurred in the
vicinity of a hotel on 10th Avenue. Agents
and officers recovered the box and found
it contained 19 cylindrical heat-sealed
packages, each weighing approximately
one kilogram. One of the three men charged
is a resident of Arizona and the other two
reside in Virginia. Because possession

of methamphetamine in any quantity is

not a bail eligible offense under New York
State law, all three men were released on

supervised release at their arraignments with
no bail set.

40 pounds of methamphetamine packaged in heat-
sealed cylinders

Case Highlights continued

Thirty-Eight Pounds of Meth and
Cocaine in Luxury Apartment

A court-authorized search of a

luxury apartment at 550 West 54th

Street in Hell’s Kitchen resulted in the

seizure of approximately 30 pounds of
methamphetamine and four kilograms (over
eight pounds) of cocaine. The large load of
drugs, worth more than $1.1 million, was
packed inside a suitcase in a bedroom
closet. More than $27,000 cash was
recovered from a backpack in another closet,
and two vacuum-sealing machines were
found in a third closet. Two individuals were
arrested at the building by members of the
NYDETF Group T-43 during an investigation
into high-level drug trafficking in New York
City. One man was taken into custody inside
the 27th floor apartment. The other individual
was stopped in the building’s lobby prior to
the search. He allegedly carried a wallet with
keys to the apartment and IDs belonging to
the first man. Agents and officers seized a
Mexican passport and an expired U.S. visa/
border-crossing card associated with the
man arrested inside the apartment, and a
Mexican voter registration, Colorado driver’s
license and U.S. passport belonging to the
man stopped in the lobby.

Over $27,000 cash found inside a
backpack in a closet

Suitcase recovered from a luxury
apartment in Hell’s Kitchen containing
38 pounds of methamphetamine and
cocaine
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Legal Training Unit

The Legal Training Unit develops and
implements the professional training
curriculum offered to Assistant District
Attorneys, Paralegals, and legal support
staff. The unit selects speakers, lectures, and
workshops to address topics that include
investigatory and prosecutorial techniques,
legal procedures, changes in the law, and
effective approaches to the prosecution
of felony narcotics and related crimes. In
addition, the Legal Training Unit supervises
law student participants in the DANY
Summer Legal Internship Program assigned
to SNP, providing and monitoring a full and
well-balanced assignment workload that
gives each law fellow a preview of the work
prosecutors in SNP perform.

In 2023, the Legal Training Unit offered
a professional development series and
numerous lectures throughout the year to
both experienced and new Assistant District
Attorneys. Presentations included: Direct
Testimony, Conducting Surety Exams,
Prosecuting Gun Cases, Wiretapping

The Legal Training Unit develops and implements the professional training
curriculum offered to newly assigned Assistant District Attorneys.

Investigations, and Developments in Search
and Seizure, among other topics.

The training curriculum complies with the
regulations and guidelines of the New York
State Continuing Legal Education Board.
The office has been a New York State CLE
Accredited Provider since 2000.

For over a decade, SNP has devoted
a portion of its resources to training
programs offered to hundreds of local and
federal enforcement and criminal justice
personnel in New York and other areas of
the country. Senior staff members lecture on
narcotics investigations and prosecutions
at the New York State District Attorney’s
Association (DAASNY) Summer College,
the DAASNY Winter Conference, the New
York Prosecutors Training Institute (NYPTI),
the New York City Police Department’s
Police Academy, the DEA's New York Drug
Enforcement Task Force (DETF), and the
New York/New Jersey High Intensity Drug
Trafficking Area (HIDTA).

In recognition of Fentanyl Awareness Day, Bridget G.
Brennan offered a presentation to SNP staff.




NYPD Special Narcotics

Prosecutor’s Unit

The New York City Police Department (NYPD)
has assigned a team of detectives to the
office since 1972. The Special Narcotics
Prosecutor’s Unit, as it is known, is under
the command of a senior NYPD supervisor
who serves as a liaison between SNP and
the Detective Bureau’s Criminal Enterprise
Division.

Expert at tracking, safekeeping, and
presenting electronically recorded evidence,
the detectives also provide support on
search warrant investigations and maintain
citywide repositories for electronically

recorded evidence and SNP search warrants.

Search Warrants

The unit prepares search warrants and
affidavits and expedites requests through
SNP. Detectives keep track of all confiscated
evidence and maintain a database on arrests
and seizures resulting from the execution of
search warrants. The unit also educates new
investigators on search warrant procedures.
In 2023, the unit processed 579 search
warrants.

Digital Media Evidence

The unit tracks and controls “chain of
custody” for electronic media evidence and
makes certain that all audio/video evidence
is secure. Additionally, the unit is responsible
for the creation and testimony of grand
jury/trial wiretap composite recordings and
processes digital photographic evidence and
data evidence.

In 2023, the unit registered 342 pieces
of audio/video evidence, 509 pieces of
wiretap media evidence, and 81 pieces
of data and photographic evidence. The
unit also prepared, created, and registered
approximately 338 duplicate copies of
registered electronic media evidence.

In November of 2023, SNP welcomed
a new Commanding Officer to the unit, Sgt.
Edward Sinclair.
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Fiscal

The Fiscal Unit manages the agency’s overall
budget. It oversees appropriated funds

and grants, as well as federal and state
forfeiture funds. The unit is responsible for
all agency fiscal activities. It produces and
submits funding requests to federal, state,
and city funding agencies, and monitors

and reports on agency expenditures. The
unit assesses and approves purchase
requisitions; processes payment vouchers;
handles reimbursement requests; and issues
checks. Fiscal manages all disbursements
of funds, such as petty cash and forfeiture
distributions. Staff reviews and approves
agency procurements; audits and certifies
agency payrolls; maintains and enforces
fiscal policy; and conducts internal audits.
Fiscal also manages office-wide travel and
inventory.

Human Resources

The Human Resources Unit oversees and
implements procedures related to the
assignment or transfer of Assistant District
Attorneys from the offices of the five county
District Attorneys, while also administering
the recruitment of managerial, administrative,
and clerical personnel. The unit is committed

Administrative Services Units

Public Information

The Public Information Unit responds to
inquiries from members of the media,
government agencies, advocacy groups,

and individuals on the status of cases, joint
enforcement efforts, legal decisions, legislative
action, and citywide narcotics trends. Press
releases, reports, testimony, and presentations
are prepared and distributed through the

unit. The agency’s website and social media
accounts are also maintained by the unit.

Community Outreach

The Community Outreach Director meets

with community and religious leaders, block
associations, the New York City Housing
Authority, and other groups to address local
drug problems, while conferring regularly with
NYPD officials to devise strategies to combat
crime. Once an investigation is completed and
a drug organization is removed from a building
or neighborhood, resources are devoted
toward providing community support services.
Additionally, experienced prosecutors offer
lectures to schools and youth groups, serve as
mock trial coaches, and speak at career days.

Information Technologies (IT)
Information Technology develops, establishes,

to fostering a culture of diversity, equity,
and inclusion amongst staff, and seeks
out individuals with a diverse range of

and administers SNP’s computer networks and
telecommunication systems. The unit identifies
needs and puts systems in place to effectively
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backgrounds and experiences. Unit staff
participates in planning, developing, and
executing programs for all employees, as
well as in support of recruitment efforts. The
unit implements effective human resource
policies; adheres to collective bargaining
agreements; maintains time and leave
records for all employees; and is responsible
for bi-weekly payroll distribution. The unit
serves as liaison with the citywide payroll
management system and adheres to all HR
regulatory compliance laws.

merge technology with office processes and
provides a variety of case-related services.

Digital Forensics and Litigation
Support: provides pre-trial and in-court
technology support, including recovery and
examination of evidence from electronic
devices, trial exhibit preparation and
presentation

Technical Support and Desktop
Security: supports staff in using electronic
devices, and addresses technical problems
and desktop security




Application Development and
Support: develops, maintains, and supports
computer software

IT Infrastructure Support and Network
Security: oversees the network, servers,
computers, network security, email, data
storage, and backup

Records Management: files, registers,
and maintains a record of closed and bench
warranted case files, and processes parole
requests

Case Information: captures and tracks
data pertaining to all cases prosecuted by
the office, from arrest to disposition. The unit
prepares regular reports and ad hoc reports
on narcotics activities and performs statistical
analysis. Unit staff is assigned to coordinate
data capture and provide additional support.

Lab Unit: responsible for requesting,
downloading, recording, and analyzing
laboratory reports

Criminal and Investigative
Analysts

The Analysts Unit conducts in-depth analyses
of high overdose neighborhoods and
entrenched drug markets, identifying emerging
drugs and crafting targeted strategies. The
unit shares its findings with District Attorney’s
offices, the NYPD, city agencies, elected
officials, and community organizations,
fostering collaborations and enhancing
understanding of narcotics issues. Analysts
also support investigations and prosecutions
by utilizing technology to analyze data from
communication records, location data, social
media, and prescription drug information.
They conduct background checks, compile
reports, testify in court, and serve as law
enforcement liaisons, contributing significantly
to addressing narcotics challenges.

Trial Preparation Assistants (TPAs)
Trial Preparation Assistants (TPAs) are
assigned to the Investigations Division, the
Trial Division, Part N, and the Alternative
Sentencing Division. Investigations and Trial
Division TPAs track cases, maintain case

Administrative Service Units continued

records, and gather reports and legal papers
required by Assistant District Attorneys.
Additionally, they arrange for prisoners to

be produced in court, and help Assistants
prepare for grand jury and trial presentations.
Alternative Sentencing Bureau TPAs
interview defendants who are diverted to
treatment and track their progress. Part N
TPAs assist in tracking plea offers, grand jury
actions, and case dispositions.

Extraditions/Detainers

The unit administers the return of fugitives
apprehended or in custody in other
jurisdictions and in foreign countries that
have extradition treaties with the U.S.

Grand Jury Reporters

Grand Jury Reporters record, produce, and
maintain transcripts of confidential testimony
presented before the grand juries.

Interpretation and

Translation Services

The unit interprets and translates for non-
English speaking witnesses in debriefings
with investigators and Assistant District
Attorneys and during testimony before the
grand jury; provides written translation and
transcription services for evidentiary consent
and wiretap recordings that contain dialogue
in languages other than English; and
provides translation of documents.

Property Release

The Property Release Section is responsible
for coordinating with the New York

City Police Department and other law
enforcement agencies to ensure property
that can be legally returned to its rightful
owner is returned in a timely manner.

Operations

The Operations Unit is responsible for office
maintenance, reproduction of documents,
mail delivery, messenger services, house-
keeping requests, and office supply inventory
and disbursement.
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Executive & Legal Staff

Lisa M. Tompkins
Chief Assistant District Attorney

Lisa DePasquale
Chief of the Trial Division

Chief of Alternative Sentencing

Nigel I. Farinha
Chief Diversity Officer
Chief, Narcotics Gang Unit

Jannine Rowser
Bureau Chief, 30/60

Counsel for Technology Integration

Edward Friedenthal
Deputy Bureau Chief, 30/60

Angie Morelli
Deputy Bureau Chief, 30/60

Christopher C. Edel

Senior Attorney for Special Projects

Zoe E. Shea
Chief, Alternatives to
Incarceration Unit

Jordan Anne Eyal

Bridget G. Brennan
Special Narcotics Prosecutor

Thomas G. Van Noy

Executive Assistant District Attorney

for Administration

Paul H. Harvey
Deputy Chief, Trial Division

Chief, Post Judgment Litigation Unit

Eryck Kratville
Co-Bureau Chief,
Special Investigations Bureau
Chief, Heroin Interdiction Team

Marc Stepper
Deputy Bureau Chief,
Special Investigations Bureau
Co-Chief, Asset Forfeiture and
Civil Litigation Unit

Amy Boddorff
Co-Chief, Asset Forfeiture and
Civil Litigation Unit

Kathleen V. Doyle
Senior Supervising Attorney,
Trial Division

Steven M. Goldstein
General Counsel

Bernice Ordonez
Chief of Investigations

Steven R. Miller
Deputy Chief, Trial Division
Deputy Bureau Chief, 40/50

Andres F. Torres
Co-Bureau Chief,
Special Investigations Bureau

Erik J. Aho
Deputy Bureau Chief, 40/50

Co-Chief, Discovery Compliance

and Litigation Unit

Ann Heo
Chief, Prescription Drug
Investigation Unit

Co-Chief, Discovery Compliance

and Litigation Unit

Clark S. Abrams
Chief, Money Laundering and
Financial Crimes Unit

Quentin J. Morgan

Deputy Chief, Alternatives to

Incarceration Unit

NEW YORK COUNTY
Clark S. Abrams

Grant Adams

Soraya Attia

Kristin Bailey

Max Bernstein

Amy Boddorff

Lindsey R. DeMaria

Lisa DePasquale
Kathleen V. Doyle
Christopher C. Edel
Jordan Anne Eyal

Nigel I. Farinha

Rhonda Ferdinand

Luke Flynn-Fitzsimmons
Isaac L. Forman
Meghan Gilder

Steven M. Goldstein

Nicole A. Hanna
Nicholas R. Helms
Joseph T. Ippolito
Brianne L. Kelly
Minji Kim

Eryck Kratville
Uriel Kucawca
Milos Z. Marisavljevic
Johnathan Martin
Angie Morelli
Quentin J. Morgan
Kay Nguyen

Kayla V. Oakley
Kathryn O’Neill
Bernice Ordonez
Eric J. Prezioso
Jannine Rowser
Anthony Santucci

Zoe E. Shea

Briana D. Smalley
Marc Stepper

Molly Strauss
Christopher Taillefer
David S. Torreblanca
Andres F. Torres
Thomas G. Van Noy
James S. Vicchairelli
Alexander H. Wells
Courtney Wen
Kenneth F. Whitted

BRONX COUNTY
Erik J. Aho
Lisa M. Tompkins

Deputy Chief, Money Laundering
and Financial Crimes Unit

KINGS COUNTY
Danielle M. Drasser
Edward Friedenthal
Joseph F. Gookin
Michelle Kantor

Anju Malhotra

Steven R. Miller

Leslie Ransdell
Rebecca A. Zborowski

QUEENS COUNTY
Paul H. Harvey

RICHMOND COUNTY

Ann Heo
John Stepensky
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Managerial & Professional Staff

ADMINISTRATIVE
MANAGEMENT
AND SUPPORT

Stefany A. Brown-Paulino,

Director of Operations and Legal Support

Grand Jury Reporters Unit
Biana Akselrod

Bonnie Greenstein, Senior Reporter
Mireille Monestime

Reva Palmer, Senior Reporter
Samantha Scro

Interpretation and
Translation Services
Rosa Ruales

Luis Vernon

Operations
Brian Benning
Albert Nichols
Luis Tull

Property Release
Debra Danielsen

Trial Division Trial
Preparation Assistants
Maddalena Coppola, Supervising
TPA Coordinator

Philip Lambert, TPA Coordinator
Rubens Massena, TPA Coordinator
Roxanne McRae, TRPA Coordinator
Terrill Davis

Nicole De’Matos, Senior TPA
Virginia Gibbons

Karina Rodriguez, Senior TPA
Melinda Yam

ALTERNATIVE SENTENCING
DIVISION

Rochelle Davis, Supervising

ATI Discovery Litigation Specialist
Andrea Obregon

Rachel Terrill, ATl Case Coordinator

DISCOVERY COMPLIANCE
AND LITIGATION UNIT

Alexandra Eastman, TPA
Jessica Gulack

EXECUTIVE SUPPORT

Hysa Moultrie-Miller

Ana Pichardo

Takeisha Sinclair

Ryan Mangini, Legal Assistant

Community Outreach
Calvin Solomon, Director

Public Information

Kati Cornell, Director
Alexandra Bergin, Senior Digital
Communications Coordinator

FISCAL

Lei Yuan, Chief Financial Officer
Krisna Ramkhelawan, Deputy Fiscal
Director

Ewelina Malysza, Senior Financial
Reporting, Fund and Project Manager
Jacky Leung, Senior Financial Analyst
and Procurement Specialist

Taleb Ghulais, Fiscal Assistant

Daniel Flores, Junior Financial Analyst
Syed Rizvi, Jr., Fiscal Analyst

GRAND JURY WARDENS
SCO Christopher J. Stottmann

HUMAN RESOURCES
Arthur Simmons, Chief
Human Resources Officer
Sabrina Middleton, Director,
HR Employee Services

Craig Jelen, Deputy for Payroll Services

Lisa Thomas, Deputy for NYCAPS/
Compliance

Sylvia Fernandez, Timekeeper

Henry Polanco, Clerical Administrative
Associate and Digital File Coordinator

INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY

Benjamin Azaraev, Chief Information
Officer

Gregory Wilson, Deputy Chief Information

Officer

Digital Forensics

and Litigation

Victor Roman, Senior Digital
Forensics Analyst

J. Patrick Slattery, Senior Digital
Forensics Analyst

Infrastructure, Helpdesk,
& Development
Patrick Florestal, Director

Technical Support and
Desktop Security
Christian Arroyo

David Lee-Hin

Anthony Lin, Senior Technical
Support Specialist

IT Infrastructure Support

and Security

Olin McFadden

Richard Samson, Senior Infrastructure
Specialist

IT Application Development
and Support

Philip Imperiale, Deputy in Charge of
Application Development

Jacob Onbreyt, Junior Developer
Priya Thomas, Senior Developer

Case Information

Michelle Myton, Deputy in Charge

Anne Roy, Supervisor

Desiree Creary, Court Part Specialist
Michelle Ashby, Case Information Specialist
Ibrahim Bah, Case Information Specialist
Debra Danielsen, Clerical Assistant

Alisa Figueroa, Clerical Assistant

Jimmy Fontain, Records Clerk

Samantha Liatto, Case Information Specialist
Regina Mavasheva, Case Information Specialist
Taurean Morrell, Records Clerk

Pilar Quinones, Data Control Analyst

Olivia Sitbon, Bureau Coordinator

INVESTIGATIONS DIVISION

Special Investigations Bureau
Secretary
Diana Valentin

Trial Preparation Assistants
Cindy Cintron, Deputy in Charge
Sonia Hira, TPA Coordinator, SIB
Irina Diaz, Senior TPA

Kristine Lamburini, Senior TPA
Diallo McKnight, Senior TFA

Jose Saldana, Senior TPA

Investigative Analysts
Leonard Rizzo, Deputy in Charge
Jodi Arnold

Leesa Boireau

Daniel McBride

Angela Mayack

Kayla Murray

Robin Schmitz

Estefania Solis

Zoe Swenson

Prescription Drug Investigation Unit
Natalie Vitale, PDIU Coordinator, Data Analyst
Specialist

Forfeiture Investigations Unit

William Reeves, Coordinator

Jenilee Briones, Assistant Asset Forfeiture
Coordinator

INVESTIGATORS UNIT

Joseph Hall, Chief Investigator (retired)
Omar Brinkley, Chief Investigator

Richard Currao, Assistant Chief Investigator
Lance Ho, Deputy Chief Investigator

Investigators Unit Support
Belinda McNeill

NYPD SNP UNIT

Sgt. Edward Sinclair
Det. Michael Johnston
Det. Jose Sandoval
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