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Cover photo: The Office of the Special Narcotics Prosecutor's (SNP) Educational Outreach Committee is dedicated 
to teaching young people and families about the opioid crisis and particularly the dangers of fentanyl. Staff members 
offer presentations to raise awareness among teens, college students, and parents. In 2024, SNP reached over 5,000 
students and parents, while also extending its outreach efforts to seniors.
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Message from the
Special Narcotics Prosecutor
After a decade of increasing numbers of overdose 

deaths, New York City has seen a significant decline, 

with deaths down 29% in 2024. While I am greatly 

encouraged by this, I recognize the lives lost have 

devastated thousands of family members and 

friends. There is much more to do. We will continue 

to expand upon strategies we have successfully 

employed to reduce the supply of fentanyl and 

educate New Yorkers about our dangerous illicit drug 

supply.

Sadly, almost a decade ago, our office foresaw 

the tragic consequences of the flood of fentanyl into 

New York City. We warned of fentanyl’s dangers in 

our 2016 Annual Report. The following year, fentanyl 

dominated our city’s illicit drug market. In 2017, we 

seized 491 pounds of fentanyl—15 times more than 

the 32 pounds seized in 2016. For the past eight 

years, working with partners in law enforcement, 

drug treatment providers and public health experts, 

we focused on saving lives. Our tools are strategic 

prosecutions, education programs, and treatment as 

an alternative to prison when appropriate. 

The New York City Special Narcotics 

Prosecutor’s Office has long been recognized for 

expertise in narcotics investigations, particularly 

our comprehensive, targeted method of upending 

sprawling narcotics operations. We have expanded 

our mission and increased our effectiveness by 

enhancing public outreach and education programs. 

Coordinating with schools and parent groups, our 

office has devoted substantial resources to educating 

middle and high school students, as well as teachers 

and parents, about the city's dangerous illicit drug 

supply. Our presentations include information on 

recognizing signs of an overdose and how to reverse 

it with Narcan. 

As in our investigations, we use a targeted, 

analytic approach to outreach and education efforts, 

which are not limited to school settings. Because the 

highest number of overdose death in any age group 

in New York City are among those aged 55–64, we 

meet with older adults in senior centers across the city 

to share information about fentanyl contained in street 

drugs and in counterfeit pills sold through fake online 

pharmacies. Those who attend our programs educate 

others, expanding the impact of our outreach. 

Reading this report will educate you about 

another drug marketplace—the one in your pocket. 

Sales of drugs through social media and encrypted 

messaging apps have targeted young adults and 

teens. Too many have lost their lives when drugs 

they purchase contain deadly fentanyl that they never 

requested. It is critically important to encourage 

sponsors of social media and messaging apps to 

make removing drug dealers from their platforms a 

top priority.

Our annual report describes major investigations 

completed in 2024, and the recreational programs 

we have sponsored in neighborhoods where 

narcotics distribution prosecutions occurred. You 

will also learn about the units that are critical to the 

work of our office, and accomplishments of our staff 

members. Finally, thank you to the five New York City 

District Attorneys who oversee and support the work 

of the Office of the Special Narcotics Prosecutor for 

the City of New York.

Bridget G. Brennan
Special Narcotics Prosecutor for the City of New York
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sales and possession, and responds to 

community complaints about persistent drug 

activity and associated violence. 

Targeted prosecutions and alternatives 

to incarceration are essential components 

of the office’s enforcement strategy, which 

is consistent with the city’s goals to reduce 

incarceration. SNP further strives to reduce 

demand for narcotics by raising public 

awareness and facilitating treatment for those 

with substance use issues. In 2023, the office 

launched a robust educational outreach 

initiative in schools to teach the city’s teens 

and young adults about the dangers of 

fentanyl. SNP extended its outreach efforts to 

include senior centers and other community 

programs serving seniors in 2024.

The first Special Narcotics Prosecutor, 

Frank Rogers, was appointed in January 

1972. He was succeeded by Hon. Sterling 

Johnson, Jr., who headed SNP for 16 

years before becoming a federal judge in 

the Eastern District of New York. Robert H. 

Silbering was named the Special Narcotics 

Prosecutor in 1992 and served for six years. 

On May 1, 1998, Bridget G. Brennan 

was appointed Special Narcotics Prosecutor 

by the five District Attorneys. Under her 

direction, the office has developed innovative 

strategies to stem the flow of drugs into 

the city and target emerging problems. She 

works closely with community groups and 

has funded recreational programs for youth 

across the city. Ms. Brennan established 

the Heroin Interdiction Team (HIT), the 

Digital Forensic and Litigation Unit (DFU), 

the Criminal and Investigative Analysts Unit, 

the Prescription Drug Investigation Unit 

(PDIU), the Money Laundering and Financial 

Investigation Unit, the Community Outreach 

Unit, the Discovery Litigation and Compliance 

Unit, the Post Judgment Litigation Unit, 

the Conviction Review Committee, and the 

Educational Outreach Committee.

About the Office
The Office of the Special Narcotics Prosecutor 

(SNP) works collaboratively with New York 

City’s elected District Attorneys to investigate 

and prosecute felony narcotics cases and 

related crimes across all five boroughs of 

the city. We share the common goals of 

protecting city residents and ensuring our 

criminal justice system is fair for all. Founded 

more than 50 years ago, and built on a task 

force model, SNP works closely with its local, 

state, and federal partners. 

The District Attorneys appoint the 

Special Narcotics Prosecutor and assign 

Assistant District Attorneys to serve in 

SNP. All of SNP’s wiretap investigations are 

overseen by the District Attorneys, who 

provide guidance and direction. Special 

Narcotics Prosecutor Bridget G. Brennan 

oversees a staff of approximately 200 legal 

and support personnel. The agency has its 

own budget for operating expenses and 

receives funding from the city, state, and 

federal governments. 

New York City is unique in many ways, 

including its division into five separate 

boroughs, each with its own District Attorney 

empowered to prosecute crimes committed 

within the county. The city is also a major hub 

of international narcotics importation. Once 

a drug shipment enters New York City, it is 

often dispersed throughout the metropolitan 

area and beyond, without regard for county or 

state lines. SNP’s jurisdiction was established 

to address this free flow of narcotics. 

Working in collaboration with its partners, 

SNP strives to save lives and strengthen 

communities. The office’s mission is to 

protect the public and prevent overdose 

deaths by implementing a strategic approach 

to enforcement. The office focuses on 

prosecuting high-level traffickers engaged 

in distributing fentanyl, heroin, cocaine, 

and addictive pills. SNP also assists with 

investigating related crimes, such as weapons 
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New York City’s District Attorneys
The five District Attorneys appoint the Special Narcotics Prosecutor, assign Assistant District Attorneys to 

the office, and oversee the office’s work, including all wiretap investigations. SNP is a model of collaboration 

and effective partnerships. The District Attorneys formally affirm their support for SNP in an agreement that 

recognizes the importance of the office’s leadership in citywide narcotics prosecutions.

Office of the  
Bronx District Attorney
District Attorney  
Darcel D. Clark

The Brooklyn District 
Attorney’s Office
District Attorney  
Eric Gonzalez

Office of the Richmond 
County District Attorney
District Attorney 
Michael E. McMahon

Queens District  
Attorney’s Office
District Attorney 
Melinda Katz

Manhattan  
District Attorney’s Office

District Attorney  
Alvin L. Bragg, Jr. 
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NYC Fatal Overdoses Decline in 2024; Falling Below Record Highs

Unintentional Overdose Deaths

Traffic fatalities

Homicides
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Source: *Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), reported data for 2024; NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene 
(DOMHM); New York City Police Department (NYPD); Vision Zero New York City

Trends

Overdose deaths dropped a meaningful 

29% in New York City in 2024, encouraging 

news after years of daunting increases.  To 

continue saving lives, SNP works to identify 

factors contributing to the recent downward 

trend in overdoses and tailor its strategies 

accordingly. 

Far too many lives are still being lost 

to fentanyl and other lethal drugs, with 

approximately 2,165 fatal overdoses 

occurring in the city in 2024, according to 

the latest information from the Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). 

Mexican drug cartels continue 

to produce most of the fentanyl and 

methamphetamine sold in the U.S. 

These groups experienced a disruption in 

production of fentanyl in 2024, likely due to 

global supply shifts. 

Less fentanyl was seized in the U.S. in 

2024, and the fentanyl that was recovered 

was less pure. DEA intelligence at the 

Fentanyl and Synthetic Mixtures 

southwest border and enforcement activity 

suggests that traffickers in Mexico are 

experimenting with adding other synthetic 

drugs to fentanyl. Enforcement and 

diplomatic efforts with China led to a reduced 

supply of precursor chemicals necessary for 

manufacturing fentanyl. 

New York Times, December 26, 2024
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The proliferation of synthetic drugs is 

rapidly transforming supplies nationwide and 

in the city, where local distributors further 

mix and dilute substances before selling 

them to customers. Careful tracking by SNP, 

in collaboration with our partners in law 

enforcement and public health, results in 

new chemical ingredients continually being 

identified. 

A typical drug mixture might include 

heroin, fentanyl, a fentanyl analog, and 

xylazine, plus one or more additional 

substances, such as cocaine, metham-

phetamine, MDMA, and nitazenes. 

The highly lethal carfentanil, an opioid 

100 times more potent than fentanyl, began 

appearing in parts of Brooklyn and Queens 

in 2023. Fortunately, overdoses involving 

carfentanil remain low, as intelligence 

suggests traffickers are adding tiny amounts 

to fentanyl mixtures to boost potency.

A drug concoction known as "pink 

cocaine" gained popularity in 2024. It is also 

produced in Mexico, or by New York City-

based distributors. Rarely containing actual 

cocaine, the main ingredient of pink cocaine 

is ketamine, which is sometimes mixed with 

MDMA and/or methamphetamine, and dyed 

pink. 

*Synthetic Drugs Drug Descriptions

Fentanyl Potent opioid linked to 80% of ODs in NYC; pharmaceutical anesthetic now 

mass-produced in illicit drug laboratories

Fentanyl analogs Variants of fentanyl with different chemical compositions and potencies; 

formulas tweaked to avoid regulations

Xylazine 

(street name "tranq")

Non-controlled veterinary sedative; linked to 30% of ODs in NYC; 

unresponsive to naloxone

Carfentanil Highly potent fentanyl analog, 100 times stronger 

than fentanyl

Tramadol Opioid pain reliever increasingly mixed with fentanyl

Nitazenes Class of opioids never approved for medical use due to high risk of 

overdose; mixed with fentanyl

Methamphetamine Stimulant with high addiction potential; powder, pill and crystal form; 

increasingly mixed with fentanyl

Ketamine Veterinary tranquilizer; dissociative hallucinogenic effects; main component 

of “pink cocaine”

MDMA Hallucinogenic stimulant; known as “ecstasy” (tablet) and “molly” (powder); 

ingredient of “pink cocaine”

BTMPS Non-controlled: chemical used in producing plastics; prevents oxidation

*Synthetic drugs are non-organic, derived from chemical mixtures

Trends continued
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SNP Felony Indictments/SCIs and Prison Sentences (1984–2024)

SNP Prison Sentences

SNP Felony Indictments and SCIs
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Strategic Approach to Prosecutions 
SNP employs a multi-pronged approach 

to curbing the flow of deadly narcotics 

into New York City and the region that 

includes enforcement, prevention efforts 

and alternatives to incarceration. Strategic 

investigations focus on high-level trafficking 

organizations, often with international ties. 

In 2024, SNP cases with the U.S. Drug 

Enforcement Administration (DEA), the New 

York City Police Department (NYPD), and 

other partners, netted over 500 pounds of 

fentanyl, heroin and opioid mixtures, and 

nearly 1,000 pounds of cocaine.

To identify large loads of lethal narcotics 

entering the city, SNP employs an array 

of investigative techniques, including 

confidential sources of information, 

physical and electronic surveillance, and 

search warrants. The office works closely 

with the five District Attorneys to tailor its 

strategies to areas with citywide impact and 

concentrations of open narcotics sales, such 

as Times Square. In crafting its approach, 

SNP analyzes drug markets linked to clusters 

of fatal overdoses and violence, seeks 

input from community groups and elected 

officials, and collects information from law 

enforcement and public health partners.

SNP’s approach is consistent with New 

York City’s goal of reducing incarceration. 

By focusing on high-level traffickers and 

persistent drug activity, our prosecutions 

have greater impact with fewer arrests, in 

contrast to past strategies that led to far 

Trends continued
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Trends continued

more arrests and incarcerations. In 2024, 

282 individuals prosecuted by SNP received 

prison sentences, 90 percent fewer people 

than a typical year in the 1990s.

Through its Alternatives to Incarceration 

(ATI) programs, the office works to connect 

eligible individuals with services with the 

goal of promoting public safety and reducing 

recidivism. In 2020, SNP expanded its 

ATI offerings, assessing individuals facing 

felony charges for treatment and social 

service referrals through the Manhattan 

Felony Alternatives to Incarceration Court. 

Participants receive supportive services 

under a court-supervised plea agreement.

The office is committed to spreading 

public awareness about the dangers of 

the city’s drug market, which is more 

unpredictable than ever before. Due 

to the explosion of synthetic mixtures, 

including potent drugs like fentanyl and 

methamphetamine, buyers are often unaware 

of the contents of the drugs they are 

purchasing, and specific ingredients are only 

known to law enforcement once laboratory 

analysis is completed. 

Drug mixtures are created in illicit 

laboratories in Mexico and transported 

by the truckload into the U.S. Production 

of synthetic drugs is easier and cheaper 

than agricultural cultivation of plants that 

produce heroin and cocaine. International 

drug trafficking organizations rake in huge 

profits while the health and safety of our 

communities suffers. 

Shipments are handed off to local New 

York City drug packaging and distribution 

networks. Often, batches of drugs are further 

mixed and diluted.

In one investigation in 2024, a large-

scale fentanyl processing operation was 

uncovered down the hall from a daycare 

center in the Belmont neighborhood of the 

Bronx. Over 17 kilograms (more than 35 

pounds) of fentanyl and methamphetamine 

mixtures – some containing xylazine and/

or heroin – were seized. During a court-

authorized search, some law enforcement 

officers began displaying symptoms 

indicating drug exposure, and emergency 

services were called. Children from the 

daycare were evacuated as a precaution. 

Another case involving a drug packaging 

mill near Morningside Park in South Harlem, 

across the street from a public school, 

resulted in the seizure of five pounds of 

cocaine and powdered fentanyl mixtures, 

thousands of methamphetamine pills and 

two guns.

 In addition to the explosion of synthetic 

drugs, the cocaine supply continues to 

surge, with the primary source being 

Colombia. Dramatic increases in cultivation 

followed the Colombian government’s 

discontinuation of aerial eradication of coca 

plants. Cocaine is present in more than half 

of New York City's overdose deaths, and is 

increasingly being mixed with opioid drugs 

like fentanyl.

Drug mixtures and a gun recovered from a packaging mill near Morningside 
Park in Harlem 
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DEADLY MARKETPLACE
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DRUG DEALERS IN YOUR POCKET
Smartphones have radically altered how we communicate 

with one another, conduct business, and shop. Drug 

traffickers capitalize on new technologies, including 

encrypted messaging apps and social media, to 

sell narcotics with greater ease and less risk. From 

coordinating international and cross-country transportation 

of large loads of narcotics, to interacting with customers, 

dealers benefit from faster communications with enhanced 

privacy features. 

The photo on the left depicts a daily menu of drugs 

posted on Telegram during an SNP investigation in the 

Upper East Side of Manhattan. Buyers had the option of 

pickup or delivery, and could pay electronically. Below, 

emojis are used to represent different drug types and 

potencies, and serve a dual purpose: connecting with 

potential buyers and evading law enforcement. 

�The increased availability of illicit drugs on the Internet, 
the exploitation by criminal groups of online platforms 
including social media, and the increased risk of overdose 
deaths due to the online presence of fentanyl and other 
synthetic opioids are some of the key challenges for drug 
control in the Internet era.

International Narcotics Control Board  
United Nations, March 5, 2024
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IN THE DIGITAL AGE
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ADVERTISING ON SOCIAL MEDIA
Criminal drug organizations exploit social media to expand 

their reach to new markets and customers. Illicit drugs are 

advertised on platforms like Snapchat, TikTok, Instagram, 

X, Facebook, and YouTube. Social media algorithms analyze 

language linked to individual accounts to personalize the 

content. Once contact with a buyer is made, dealers switch 

to encrypted messaging apps to close the sale. Tragically, 

teens are particularly vulnerable, and many have been injured 

or died. Parents are suing social media companies claiming 

they are not doing enough to protect young people.

MESSAGING AND CASH APPS
Encrypted messaging apps provide unprecedented layers 

of protection for narcotics traffickers seeking to evade law 

enforcement scrutiny. Apps like Telegram, WhatsApp, Signal, and 

Threema are used to communicate at all levels of narcotics trade, 

from international suppliers to street dealers, and have largely 

replaced phone calls and SMS text messages. Encryption presents 

significant challenges for law enforcement, as messages cannot be 

captured in real time through wiretaps and are often deleted as soon 

as they are read. Electronic payment methods, such as  Venmo, 

Zelle, and Cash App, offer convenient alternatives to cash. Drug 

dealers also launder proceeds through cryptocurrencies.

By Mattha Busby
Security

Dec 17, 2024 7:00 AM

DRUG DEALERS HAVE MOVED 
 ON TO SOCIAL MEDIA

The marketing of illegal drugs 
on open platforms is “gaining 
prominence,” authorities note, 

while the number of drug 
transactions on the dark web has 

decreased in recent years.



Parents of teens who suffered overdoses 

have brought lawsuits against major social 

media platforms, like Snapchat, TikTok, 

Telegram and Meta, arguing they aren’t doing 

enough to keep children safe.

Each week in 2022, an average of 22 

teens between the ages of 14 and 18 died 

in the U.S. from overdoses. Teen overdoses 

are largely driven by fentanyl-laced pills, 

which play a role in nearly 25 percent of 

these deaths. Fortunately, these deaths are 

beginning to come down, declining 10% in 

2023, according to the CDC.

Pill pressing machine used to make counterfeit pills in 
Harlem

Counterfeit oxycodone pills containing mixtures of 
fentanyl, heroin, xylazine and other substances

Counterfeit pills containing fentanyl are often 

pressed in Mexico and smuggled over the 

U.S border inside trucks or other vehicles. 

One in two counterfeit pills tested by the DEA 

contain a potentially deadly dose of fentanyl. 

Fake prescription pills are also pressed 

by local organizations, using pill presses 

purchased online. Consistent with the overall 

trend towards new drug mixtures, counterfeit 

pills contain an increasingly wide range of 

substances. 

Counterfeit pills are particularly 

dangerous to the end user. Anyone 

purchasing them from a source other than 

a legitimate pharmacy is at grave risk of 

overdose. While the vast majority of those 

who suffer fatal overdoses are adults, 

fentanyl is killing American teens too. 

Fentanyl poisoning is a leading cause of 

death for minors, even as overall drug use 

in this group has dropped. Studies suggest 

the increase in teen overdose is linked to a 

deadlier drug supply and the use of social 

media. 

Counterfeit Pills and Sales to Teens 
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PBS News, September 12, 2024

Trends continued
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In support of SNP’s targeted enforcement 

strategy, the office analyzes data collected 

from various sources to identify patterns, 

such as geographic areas where clusters 

of overdoses, gun seizures, and narcotics 

trafficking are concentrated. SNP partners 

with the NYPD, elected officials, and 

community groups to develop strategies that 

support public safety.

In 2024, NYPD data showed a decrease 

in the number of street level drug seizures 

containing fentanyl in some areas of the city. 

There is some indication of a decrease in 

the prevalence of fentanyl in fatal overdoses 

in parts of the city as well. While this is 

encouraging, more data and more study is 

necessary to fully understand the shift.

In NYPD’s Midtown South Precinct 

(MTS) for example, approximately 32% of the 

street level drug seizures contained fentanyl 

in 2023, whereas only 24% of the street level 

drug seizures contained fentanyl in 2024—an 

8% decrease (see visual). It also appears that 

the presence of fentanyl has declined in fatal 

overdoses in MTS from 2023 to 2024. From 

January to June of 2024, approximately 

70% of fatal overdoses involved fentanyl 

compared to approximately 78% of fatal 

overdoses which involved fentanyl in 2023. 

This analysis is preliminary and based on 

partial year data. A review of the full year of 

overdose data for 2024 will allow us to have 

a better understanding of this shift and to 

develop more insights.

An analysis of NYPD fentanyl seizures 

in Staten Island provides an example of the 

reduction of fentanyl in the street level drug 

supply. In 2023, approximately 28% of the 

street level drug seizures contained fentanyl 

whereas only approximately 21% of the 

street level drug seizures contained fentanyl 

in 2024—a 7% decrease (see visual). As in 

MTS, there is also some indication that there 

has been a reduction in the prevalence of 

fentanyl present in fatal overdoses. 

On Staten Island, between January 

and June 2024, approximately 68% of fatal 

overdoses involved fentanyl compared 

to approximately 75% of fatal overdoses 

involving fentanyl in 2023. This is a very 

positive development, but we need to gain 

a deeper understanding through analysis of 

data for the second half of 2024.

Data-Driven Enforcement 
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Local & International Outreach

Bridget G. Brennan received a Lifetime Achievement Award 
from the Asian American Bar Association of New York 
(AABANY).

Bridget Brennan spoke at the Police Athletic League’s October 
Business Luncheon, highlighting the importance of educating 
and protecting the city’s most vulnerable—its children.

Bridget Brennan was a featured speaker at the Addiction 
Abatement’s United Efforts: Combatting the Opioid Crisis & 
Saving Lives event with Chief Medical Examiner Dr. Jason 
Graham and DEA NY Division Special Agent in Charge Frank A. 
Tarentino III.

A visiting delegation of prosecutors from South Korea met with 
Bridget Brennan and ADA Ann Heo, Chief of the Prescription 
Drug Investigation Unit, to discuss narcotics investigations, 
enforcement strategies and alternatives to incarceration

In honor of Women’s History Month, Bridget Brennan joined 
a panel of accomplished women at Borough of Manhattan 
Community College.

Andrés F. Torres, Special Investigations Bureau (SIB) Co-Chief, 
traveled to Asuncion, Paraguay, Buenos Aires, Argentina and 
Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic to offer trainings for 
prosecutors and judges.
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Professional Recognition

The Elisabeth Haub School of Law at Pace University bestowed 
the 2024 Robert S. Tucker Prize for Prosecutorial Excellence on 
Bridget Brennan.

The prestigious Frank S. Hogan Award was presented to 
Bridget Brennan by the District Attorneys Association of the 
State of New York.

Marc A. Stepper, Deputy Bureau Chief for SIB, received the 
2024 Thomas E. Dewey Medal from the New York City Bar 
Association.

The Federal Drug Agents Foundation (FDAF) honored Andrés 
Torres, SIB Co-Chief, Jose Saldana, SIB Senior TPA, and Victor 
Roman and J. Patrick Slattery, Lead Digital Forensic Analysts, 
with a True American Hero Award. 

Jannine Rowser, Bureau Chief of Trial Bureau 30/60 and Counsel 
for Technology Integration, was inducted as president of the 
Sterling Johnson Jr. New York Chapter of the National Black 
Prosecutors Association (NBPA).

The New York County Lawyers Association presented 
Christopher C. Edel, Senior Attorney for Special Projects, with a 
2024 Annual Public Sector Award.

13



SNP is committed to saving lives by 

educating young people and families 

about the opioid crisis and particularly 

lethal fentanyl. The Educational Outreach 

Committee, composed of members of the 

executive, legal, managerial, and professional 

staff, offers workshops designed to raise 

awareness among teens and preteens, as 

well as college students, parents, teachers, 

and school staff. SNP partners with the New 

York City Department of Education (DOE), 

DEA New York Division, the Office of the 

Chief Medical Examiner, the NYPD, and not-

for-profits. 

SNP serves as a resource for schools 

by offering presentations to teens and 

college students in classrooms, training 

sessions for teachers and DOE staff, and 

educational forums for parents. Designated 

SNP attorneys lead workshops on the 

dangers of fentanyl: what it is, how it gets to 

New York City, and why teenagers are dying 

without even knowing they are taking it. SNP 

staff members explain the types of mixtures 

found in the city’s highly unpredictable drug 

market, including pills containing fentanyl. 

Discussions include the role of social media 

in teen overdoses and how teens can stay 

safe. Stories from grieving families and recent 

headlines are featured in SNP’s workshops to 

drive home the real risks associated with drug 

use today. A Spanish-speaking staff member 

is available to present workshops in Spanish.

2024 Milestones
The Educational Outreach Committee hit 

new milestones in 2024, its second year 

Educational Outreach 

Bridget Brennan joins DEA Special Agent in Charge Frank A. Tarentino III in offering a presentation to Bronx teens in 
collaboration with Teaching a Generation (TAG) 
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Bernice Ordoñez, Chief of Investigations, offers a fentanyl awareness 
presentation to high school students at Millenium Arts Academy in the Bronx
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of offering programming. SNP staff visited 

over 50 classrooms and auditoriums in 

middle schools, high schools, and colleges, 

to spread awareness about the dangers of 

fentanyl. Presentations reached more than 

5,000 individuals, including 4,753 students 

and 645 parents. 

If you know of a school, parent 

association, senior center, or community 

group that would like to invite SNP’s 

Educational Outreach Committee to offer 

a presentation, please email our dedicated 

email address for such requests: 

info@snp.nyc.gov.

Public Service Campaigns
To raise public awareness about the lethal 

nature of New York City’s drug market, 

SNP’s Educational Outreach Committee 

developed a public service campaign for 

display on LinkNYC kiosks around the city. 

The campaign appears in multiple languages, 

such as English, Spanish, Mandarin, and 

French. Palm cards and posters are also 

available for distribution in schools, senior 

centers, and community organizations.

Workshops for Seniors
In 2024, SNP extended its educational 

outreach efforts to include senior centers and 

other community programs serving seniors. 

Some topics covered include the dangers of 

fentanyl and counterfeit medication, bogus 

online pharmacies and risks associated with 

purchasing pills online, and the importance of 

Narcan. Seniors are also instructed on how 

to safeguard prescription medications within 

their homes to prevent theft and eliminate 

opportunities for young family members to 

take pills.

Fentanyl awareness presentation for seniors offered by 
Bridget Brennan at Harlem’s Abyssinian Church

Chris Edel, Senior Attorney for Special Projects, presents to 8th graders at Marsh Avenue Expeditionary Learning 
School on Staten Island
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Community Initiatives 

SNP seeks to leave a positive footprint on 

communities where major drug enforcement 

actions have occurred, by collaborating with 

the District Attorneys’ offices to support 

youth programs and strengthen communities 

disrupted by persistent crime.

In the summer of 2024, SNP sponsored 

two Police Athletic League (PAL) initiatives 

in Manhattan: A Playstreet at West 124th 

Street, Lenox to 5th Avenues, in Harlem, 

and the McCaffrey Playground PAL Playsite 

Ribbon cutting ceremony at the McCaffrey Playground PAL Playstreet in Hell’s Kitchen attended by Bridget Brennan and New York City 
Council Member Erik Bottcher

Bridget Brennan and Brooklyn DA Eric Gonzalez celebrate the opening of PAL 
Wynn Center Cooking Club 

in Hell’s Kitchen. Also in 2024, SNP joined 

Brooklyn District Attorney Eric Gonzalez 

in sponsoring cooking equipment for the 

PAL Wynn Center Healthy Cooking Club in 

Beford-Stuyvesant.

Playstreets utilize parks and other 

public areas throughout New York City to 

offer children fun recreational opportunities 

that are free, safe, and supervised. Police 

officers support PAL by engaging in youth 

interactions that help to promote positive 

relationships in the community.

Saving lives by reducing overdose 

deaths is the top priority of SNP. As part 

of an effort to educate the public about 

dangers associated with New York City’s 

unpredictable drug market, and to better 

understand community concerns, over the 

past year Special Narcotics Prosecutor 

Bridget Brennan presented at the Times 

Square Alliance Meeting and Community 

Council Meetings for the NYPD’s 6th 

Precinct, 28th Precinct and 32nd Precinct. 

P
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The goal of SNP’s Alternatives to 

Incarceration (ATI) Unit is to promote public 

safety and reduce recidivism. Through ATI, 

participants are offered supportive services 

within the community under a court-

supervised plea agreement. For individuals 

charged with felony drug crimes, an effective 

drug treatment or mental health treatment 

program and access to other important 

social services can mean the difference 

between repeated contacts with the criminal 

justice system and the ability to lead a 

healthy and law-abiding life.

Beginning in 2020, SNP joined the 

Manhattan District Attorney’s Office in 

expanding its offerings to encompass 

the Manhattan Felony Alternatives to 

Incarceration Court (ATI Court), which is led 

by Administrative Judge Ellen N. Biben. The 

ATI Court seeks to forge a new response to 

individuals charged with felonies by linking 

them to community-based social services. 

The first of its kind, the ATI Court 

provides an innovative model for other 

jurisdictions seeking to develop and 

implement meaningful post-conviction 

sentencing options for individuals who are 

charged with felonies and may not be eligible 

for existing drug and mental health courts. 

Eligibility is determined on a case-by-case 

basis, and treatment is individualized to the 

specific needs of the participant.

SNP partners with the Center for 

Justice Innovation’s (CJI) Manhattan 

Justice Opportunities to conduct 

clinical assessments, develop treatment 

recommendations, coordinate referrals, 

and perform compliance monitoring 

and reporting. An array of individualized 

services are offered, including substance 

abuse treatment, mental health services, 

cognitive behavioral therapy, educational and 

vocational training, case management, and 

various types of prosocial programming. 

SNP’s ATI Unit ADAs and Case 

Coordinators perform screenings of potential 

participants to determine whether a case is 

appropriate for a programming disposition. 

If it is decided that a defendant’s case is 

appropriate, a referral will be made to CJI 

or another monitoring agency to begin the 

clinical assessment process. 

A plea agreement mandates participation 

in services and/or completion of agreed-upon 

benchmarks for a set period. Social workers 

provide neutral, third-party assessments and 

case management services to the ATI Court. 

Judicial Diversion 
Beginning in 2009, the New York State 

Legislature empowered judges to place 

defendants in court-sponsored diversion 

programs. SNP continues to offer its expertise 

in screening and monitoring. When individuals 

enter treatment through one of these paths, 

their sentences are deferred. Upon successful 

completion, charges may be dismissed.

Prosecutor-Led Diversion 
Programs
Our office is proud to have been at the 

forefront of developing ATI programs for 

more than 35 years. SNP and the Brooklyn 

District Attorney’s Office were pioneers in 

diverting those whose crimes (often street 

sales of drugs) were motivated by their own 

substance use disorders.

Alternatives to Incarceration 
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Investigation Division

Special Investigations Bureau
The Special Investigations Bureau 

(SIB) targets major narcotics trafficking 

organizations, including those that import 

and distribute multi-kilogram quantities of 

fentanyl, heroin, and cocaine. The activities 

of these criminal enterprises extend beyond 

county, state, and international borders. 

SIB prosecutors work with the U.S. Drug 

Enforcement Administration (DEA), the 

New York City Police Department (NYPD), 

the New York State Police (NYSP), the 

New York Drug Enforcement Task Force 

(NYDETF), the New York Organized 

Crime Drug Enforcement Strike Force, 

Homeland Security Investigations (HSI), 

SNP’s Investigators Unit, and other local, 

state, federal, and foreign law enforcement 

agencies. 

In 2024, SIB launched 190 investigations 

targeting a wide range of criminal activity 

including drug trafficking, robberies, 

weapons trafficking, and money laundering. 

The bureau also commenced civil actions 

to forfeit narcotics proceeds. Senior staff 

supervised wiretap investigations involving 

178 eavesdropping applications, including 

39 originals, 109 extensions, and 30 

amendments. SIB cases resulted in the 

seizure of approximately 752 pounds 

of cocaine, 175 pounds of fentanyl and 

fentanyl mixtures, 26 pounds of heroin, 225 

pounds of methamphetamine, and additional 

quantities of various other drugs. 

Heroin Interdiction Team
The resurgence of heroin throughout New 

York State drove SNP to create the Heroin 

Interdiction Team (HIT) in 2014. Originally 

tasked with combatting the flow of heroin, 

HIT’s focus expanded with each phase of 

the opioid epidemic to address the influx 

of fentanyl and other synthetic opioids that 

fueled unprecedented overdose rates in New 

York City and across the state. As its primary 

mission, HIT fosters cooperation between 

local prosecutors and law enforcement, 

particularly in upstate counties, to address 

emerging drug trends and trafficking 

across jurisdictional boundaries. Through 

the sharing of intelligence and resources, 

HIT and its partners target organizations 

responsible for spreading heroin, fentanyl, 

and other illicit substances, from high-level 

suppliers in New York City to distribution 

groups statewide. 

Prescription Drug Investigation 
Unit
Alarming rates of prescription drug abuse 

and related crime led SNP to form the 

Prescription Drug Investigation Unit in 

2024 SNP WIRETAP ACTIVITY

Amendment 30

Extension 109

Original 39

TOTAL 178

INSTRUMENT TYPES

Cellphone 178

Chat Accounts 0

BBM 0

Other 0

TOTAL 178

INVESTIGATION ACTIVITY

Trial Division 124

Special Investigations Bureau 190

Prescription Drug 4

Money Laundering/ 
Financial Crime

6

TOTAL 324
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Investigation Division continued

the profits of criminality. The unit has in place 

a comprehensive set of systems to track 

office participation in investigations resulting 

in forfeiture actions. In 2024, 121 federal 

forfeiture actions were initiated and 181 were 

completed. At the state level, 210 actions 

were initiated and 130 were completed. 

Discovery Litigation and 
Compliance Unit
The Discovery Litigation and Compliance 

Unit (DLU), founded in 2021, centralizes 

responsibilities for the oversight of litigation 

related to discovery. Additionally, DLU is 

responsible for collaborating with Information 

Technology (IT), the Legal Training Unit, and 

other units within the agency on special 

projects aimed at increasing productivity. The 

2020 Discovery Reforms and the repeal of 

Civil Rights Law 50a have led to a constantly 

evolving legal landscape, and additional 

pressures on ADAs to quickly obtain the 

necessary materials in order to satisfy their 

discovery obligations. The creation of DLU, 

under direct supervision from Executive Staff, 

centralizes the tasks related to these reforms, 

as well as the development and training 

associated with implementing related policy.

2011. The unit is designed to combat 

the proliferation of prescription narcotics 

on the black market by investigating and 

prosecuting the criminal distribution of 

these drugs. Prosecutions target a range of 

subjects, from members of street level drug 

organizations to doctors and pharmacists 

engaged in the criminal sale of prescriptions 

or pills. The unit also conducts investigations 

into doctors whose opioid prescriptions 

cause patient overdoses. Armed robberies 

of pharmacies, shootings, home invasions, 

and other violent crimes are also associated 

with prescription drug diversion. The unit 

works closely with the New York State 

Health Department’s Bureau of Narcotic 

Enforcement (BNE), the NYPD, and the DEA, 

among other law enforcement agencies.

Money Laundering and  
Financial Investigations Unit
The Money Laundering and Financial 

Investigations Unit was initiated in 2001 

and reconfigured in 2005 and 2008. It 

investigates narcotics-related money 

laundering and other financial criminal 

activity. Cases are generated from multiple 

sources, including intelligence developed 

during narcotics investigations. The unit 

aims to prevent local drug networks from 

benefiting from illicit profits, and foreign drug 

trafficking organizations from repatriating 

drug proceeds through smuggling, and the 

use of the financial system and international 

trade.

Forfeiture Investigations
Established more than 35 years ago, the 

Forfeiture Investigations Unit evaluates felony 

drug prosecutions for potential civil litigation 

to recover proceeds of narcotics crimes. 

The unit works closely with law enforcement 

on the federal, state, and local levels to 

identify criminal assets and deprive narcotics 

traffickers and money laundering groups of 

Erik J. Aho and Ann Heo, Co-Chiefs of the Discovery 
Litigation and Compliance Unit, develop protocols and 
train Assistant District Attorneys on up-to-date case law 
and revisions to office policies.
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Investigators Unit
SNP’s Investigators Unit handles narcotics 

cases targeting local, national, and 

international trafficking groups. Teams 

within the unit have expertise in identifying 

and dismantling major fentanyl, heroin, and 

cocaine distribution networks, prescription 

drug diversion organizations, and pill 

mills run by corrupt medical practitioners. 

Investigators provide crucial leadership in 

collaborative efforts with law enforcement 

partners that result in seizures of hundreds 

of pounds of narcotics, millions of dollars 

in drug trafficking proceeds, and scores of 

guns. Created in 1992, the unit fulfills two 

Trial Division
Trial Division Assistant District Attorneys 

handle the bulk of the drug felony arrests 

referred to the office for prosecution. They 

are assigned to one of the two bureaus that 

comprise the Trial Division. Each bureau 

is headed by a Chief and Deputy Chiefs, 

who provide legal advice and supervise 

Assistants as they draw up court orders, 

including search and arrest warrants, on a 

24-hour basis. 

Assistants work closely with the NYPD’s 

Narcotics Division and Patrol Services 

Bureau, the New York Drug Enforcement 

Task Force (NYDETF), the Port Authority 

Police, the New York State Police, the New 

York State Health Department’s Bureau of 

Narcotic Enforcement (BNE), and SNP’s 

Investigators Unit. In 2024, the Division 

launched 124 new investigations. A total 

of 1,336 complaints were referred to the 

office for prosecution during the year; 615 

defendants were prosecuted by indictment 

or Supreme Court information (SCI). SNP 

search warrants drafted numbered 640.

2024 SNP WORKLOAD

Arrests 1,336

Indictments/SCI 615

Trials 6

FELONY DISPOSITIONS

Convicted 614

Acquitted 0

Dismissed 72

Treatment Dismissals 39

Abated by Death 2

FELONY SENTENCES

State Prison 282

City Jail 106

Probation 102

City Jail & Probation 2

Conditional Discharge 11

Time Served 29

SEIZURES

Cocaine 967 lbs

Heroin 50 lbs

Fentanyl 259 lbs

Heroin/Fentanyl Mixtures 190 lbs

Methamphetamine 282 lbs

Guns 149

primary areas of responsibility: investigations 

and enforcement support. A Chief 

Investigator and Deputy Chiefs oversee the 

activities of the investigators and monitors all 

investigation-related expenditures. 

The unit initiates cases independently and 

works jointly with federal, state, and local law 

enforcement agencies throughout New York 

City and across the nation. During 2024, the 

unit opened 52 new investigations, resulting in 

301 arrests. The majority of these individuals 

face top felony narcotics counts or were 

arrested in connection with money seizures.
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Case Highlights 
Fentanyl and  
Lethal Mixtures
Major Fentanyl and Meth 
Operation Near Daycare Center
A large-scale fentanyl processing and 

distribution operation was uncovered inside 

a 1st floor apartment located down the 

hall from a daycare center in the Belmont 

neighborhood of the Bronx. One man was 

arrested and charged with Operating as a 

Major Trafficker. Over 17 kilograms (more 

than 37 pounds) of fentanyl mixtures were 

recovered during undercover sales and in 

a search of the apartment by the New York 

Organized Crime Drug Enforcement Strike 

Force and SNP’s Investigators Unit. During 

the search, law enforcement officers removed 

the lid of a cooler and powder inside was 

released into the air in the apartment. Some 

law enforcement officers began displaying 

various symptoms and emergency services 

were called to the scene. Children from the 

daycare were evacuated as a precaution, 

as were nearby residents. Subsequent 

laboratory analysis on more than 12 kilograms 

of narcotics recovered from the 1st floor 

apartment identified a combination of fentanyl 

and methamphetamine, with xylazine and/or 

heroin present in some instances.

Large-Scale Counterfeit Pill 
Manufacturing in Harlem

An investigation disrupted a high-level 

counterfeit pill manufacturing and distribution 

operation in the greater New York City 

metropolitan area. Two men were charged in 

connection with using pill pressing machines 

to pump out tens of thousands of pills 

containing fentanyl and methamphetamine 

in an apartment in Harlem. Members of the 

the Strike Force seized the two pill presses 

at 2745 Frederick Douglass Boulevard. 

Approximately 22,000 counterfeit pills 

containing potentially lethal fentanyl mixtures 

and made to look like counterfeit oxycodone 

were seized, along with approximately 

10,000 pills containing methamphetamine. 

Also recovered were 13 pounds of powdered 

methamphetamine, four pounds of xylazine 

and three loaded guns. The investigation 

revealed that one pill press had been shipped 

from China to Yonkers in Westchester 

County and was later transferred to the 

apartment in Harlem.

A cooler containing powdered narcotics that caused 
officers to experience symptoms of exposure
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Pill presses and tens of thousands of fentanyl and methamphetamine pills 
manufactured in a Harlem apartment 
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Active Fentanyl/Heroin 
Packaging Operation Disrupted
Law enforcement officers disrupted an active 

fentanyl packaging operation in a 9th floor 

apartment at 2300 Olinville Avenue in the 

Bronx, where over 13 pounds of illicit drug 

mixtures were seized. As members of the 

New York Drug Enforcement Task Force 

(NYDETF) and SNP’s Investigators Unit 

worked to open the apartment door, secured 

by multiple deadbolt locks, officers stationed 

outside observed what appeared to be bags 

of narcotics being flung from a 9th floor 

window. Approximately 10 bags of narcotics 

and other substances were recovered from 

the ground, while another seven bags were 

found on neighboring balconies on the 

7th and 8th floors. Subsequent U.S. Drug 

Enforcement Administration (DEA) laboratory 

analysis found these bags contained various 

mixtures and quantities of fentanyl, heroin, 

xylazine, methamphetamine and cocaine, 

as well as other substances. The apartment 

contained all the equipment needed for 

packaging drugs, including empty glassine 

envelopes, strainers, grinders, and kilogram 

press devices. Three individuals present in 

the apartment were charged.

Narcotics Mixtures Branded 
“Tesla” and “Playboy”

An undercover investigation that began with 

a large cocaine sale resulted in the seizure of 

a gun and over 15 pounds of narcotics from 

a drug stash house in the Bronx. A cache 

of drug mixtures, including heroin, fentanyl, 

cocaine and xylazine, were uncovered in a 

basement apartment on Lawrence Avenue 

in Parkchester. During a planned sale of two 

kilograms of cocaine to an undercover officer, 

members of the Strike Force observed one 

man on the roof of an adjacent garage toss 

a black bag to another man standing in an 

outdoor yard. The bag proved to contain 

cocaine. Both men were arrested. A search 

of the apartment resulted in the seizure of a 

9mm pistol with an extended magazine, and 

approximately 10 pounds of narcotics with 

a street value of over $250,000. Glassine 

envelopes filled with opioid mixtures were 

stamped with the brands “Playboy” and 

“Tesla.” The apartment also contained 

equipment used in packaging heroin/fentanyl. 

Vacuum sealed bags with narcotics mixtures, including 
fentanyl, heroin, xylazine, meth and cocaine
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Powdered opioid mixtures and glassine envelopes 
stamped with the brand names “Tesla” and “Playboy” 

Case Highlights continued

P
ho

to
 c

re
di

t: 
D

EA
 N

Y

22



Case Highlights continued

Investigation at Marcus Garvey 
Village: 24 Arrests; 18 Guns
A long-term wiretap investigation into 

narcotics trafficking in the Marcus Garvey 

Village apartment complex in Brownsville, 

Brooklyn dismantled three interconnected 

drug organizations and resulted in 24 arrests. 

The New York City Police Department’s 

(NYPD) Gun Violence Suppression Division 

seized 18 guns, approximately $250,000 

cash and over nine kilograms of cocaine, 

mixtures of fentanyl, heroin, xylazine, and 

other substances. Four overdoses occurred 

during the investigation, which uprooted a 

street level group at Marcus Garvey Village, 

and dismantled two narcotics supply 

organizations that operated in Brooklyn, 

Queens, the Bronx, and Westchester 

County. Two alleged heads of the supply 

organizations are charged with Operating  

as a Major Trafficker, as a result of the 

investigation by SNP's Special Investigations 

Bureau.

Major Trafficker in Williamsburg, 
Brooklyn
A resident of Williamsburg, Brooklyn was 

charged with Operating as a Major Trafficker 

after an eight-month wiretap investigation. 

Members of NYDETF Group T-11 uncovered 

a stash of over 85 pounds of cocaine and 

fentanyl, eight guns, and $394,000. Dozens 

of kilograms of cocaine and fentanyl marked 

with luxury brand names were recovered 

from a Honda parked at 151 Leonard 

Street, a building owned by the defendant. 

Packages of cocaine were labelled “MOËT” 

and “AMIRI,” while fentanyl bore Louis 

Vuitton symbols. A small amount of the 

fentanyl had been dyed pink. All eight loaded 

firearms, as well as an imitation pistol, were 

also found inside the Honda. Three of these 

guns were inside a hidden compartment. 

Inside the residence, agents found a kilo 

press and other drug packaging equipment.

One of 18 guns recovered during the investigation
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Left: Pressed fentanyl kilo engraved 
with Louis Vuitton brand symbols

Below: Over 39 kilograms of cocaine 
and fentanyl, eight guns and $420,000 
cash recovered in WilliamsburgNarcotics, cash and guns recovered from three drug 

organizations that plagued Marcus Garvey Village
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Cocaine
Cocaine Sales in Bushwick Lead 
to Carfentanil Seizure

A long-term undercover investigation into 

cocaine trafficking in Bushwick, Brooklyn 

led to the seizure of potentially lethal drug 

mixtures, including heroin, fentanyl and 

carfentanil, a highly potent opioid that is 100 

times stronger than fentanyl. A Bushwick 

man allegedly sold cocaine during 12 

meetings with an undercover officer from 

the NYPD’s Narcotics Borough Brooklyn. 

Most sales occurred at his Bushwick 

Avenue apartment. In a subsequent court-

authorized search, officers found more 

than 100 packages and containers of drug 

mixtures, different substances and hundreds 

of pills scattered throughout the residence. 

Approximately $50,000 cash was also 

seized, along with drug paraphernalia. NYPD 

laboratory analysis identified additional 

mixtures of ketamine and MDMA, ingredients 

used to produce “pink cocaine.” Tablets 

proved to contain methamphetamine and 

oxycodone. In total, more than a kilogram 

of cocaine (over 2.5 pounds) anxd more 

than half a pound of other substances were 

seized in the investigation.

Major Seizure of 360 Lbs. of 
Cocaine from Tractor Trailer
A tractor trailer carrying a 360-pound load of 

cocaine was intercepted in the Bronx. Agents 

with DEA New Jersey Division, Enforcement 

Group 2, were conducting surveillance while 

investigating interstate narcotics trafficking 

when they observed a black Maxx-D Trailer 

stop in the vicinity of 1591 233rd Street in the 

Bronx. Moments later, a gray Jeep Cherokee 

arrived at the location. An alleged New York 

City based narcotics distributor exited the 

Jeep and engaged in conversation with two 

men in the trailer. For several minutes, he 

went in and out of the Jeep to prepare to 

tow the trailer. He then instructed the two 

men to move the trailer down the street. DEA 

agents intervened and took the trailer and 

Jeep into custody pending a search warrant 

application. A court-authorized search by 

members of DEA and the NYPD’s Queens 

North Narcotics Major Case uncovered 163 

packaged kilograms of narcotics in a trap 

compartment inside the base of the trailer. 

The Jeep contained $30,000 cash. The 

alleged distributor faces charges of Criminal 

Possession of a Controlled Substance in the 

First and Third Degrees. 

Case Highlights continued

Carfentanil mixed with heroin and fentanyl, and the 
ingredients for “pink cocaine,” found in Bushwick
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A load of 163 
kilograms of 

cocaine recovered 
from a trap in a 
trailer, including 

packages labeled 
with images of the 

famous soccer 
player Christano 

Ronaldo and 
“F-22”
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Case Highlights continued

Over 45 Lbs. of Narcotics Seized 
in Hell’s Kitchen and Yonkers
Three individuals were sentenced to 

prison on felony narcotics charges after 

an investigation resulted in the seizure of 

21 kilograms of cocaine and one kilogram 

of heroin (over 45 pounds of narcotics) in 

Hell’s Kitchen, Manhattan, and Yonkers, 

Westchester. Through physical and electronic 

surveillance, members of NYDETF and 

SNP’s investigators saw the defendants 

remove narcotics from a Storage Post 

facility on Saw Mill River Road in Yonkers 

and drive to a nearby residence. From there, 

they went on to Hell’s Kitchen. Agents and 

officers seized six kilograms of cocaine and 

one kilogram of heroin on 10th Avenue in 

Manhattan after one defendant retrieved a 

bag from a Chevrolet Traverse. A subsequent 

court-authorized search of a storage unit 

at Storage Post-Yonkers resulted in the 

seizure of 14 kilograms of cocaine. An 

additional kilogram of cocaine and a gun 

were recovered from another defendant’s 

residence in White Plains. The gun was 

found inside a cooler in a backyard gazebo. 

Sentences ranged from 3 1/2 years in prison 

for Criminal Possession of a Controlled 

Substance in the Second Degree to 9 1/2 

years in prison for Criminal Possession of a 

Controlled Substance in the First Degree.

Over 40 Lbs. of Cocaine 
Intercepted in Multi-State Probe

Agents and officers arrested a man with 

20 kilograms (over 44 pounds) of cocaine 

in a Jeep Grand Cherokee after tracking 

the vehicle on a circuitous route. The Jeep 

traveled through three states and across the 

George Washington Bridge (GWB) twice in 

a day during the short-term investigation. 

Members of NYDETF Group T-41 tracked 

the Jeep southbound on I-95 from the New 

York State/Connecticut border, through 

New York City, and into New Jersey. Agents 

and officers observed the vehicle meet up 

with a large tractor trailer at the Alexander 

Hamilton Travel Plaza, in Secaucus. The 

Jeep then went back across the GWB and 

up the Major Deegan Expressway into the 

Bronx, where it was stopped by members of 

NYDETF. Agents and officers recovered 20 

kilograms of cocaine from a duffel bag, and 

arrested the driver, a resident of Worcester, 

Mass. Some powder was imprinted with the 

labels “Mobil 1” and “Manga.” An indictment 

charges the driver with Criminal Possession 

of a Controlled Substance in the First and 

Third Degrees.

Twenty wrapped kilograms of cocaine worth more than 
$1 million seized from Jeep Cherokee
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Kilograms recovered from vehicle that traveled from Yonkers to Manhattan
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Safes Concealed Cocaine and 
Fentanyl in Middle Village

A Queens man was arrested after multiple 

locked safes containing approximately 23 

kilograms of cocaine (50 pounds) were found 

in the trunk of his Toyota Highlander. The 

cocaine was seized by members of DEA 

New Jersey, Enforcement Group 2, after 

agents observed the Toyota travel from New 

Jersey to a parking garage on Woodhaven 

Boulevard in Middle Village, Queens. A 

small quantity of fentanyl was also found 

inside the Toyota. Agents then searched the 

defendant’s residence at 62-98 Woodhaven 

Boulevard, an apartment building adjacent 

to the parking garage. A safe in the bedroom 

closet contained approximately 150 glassine 

envelopes of fentanyl, as well as $4,000 

cash. Laboratory analysis performed by the 

NYPD indicated the presence of xylazine in 

the fentanyl mixture.

Large Cache of Cocaine and  
$3 Million Hidden in Furniture
An accused major trafficker stashed 12 

kilograms (over 26 pounds) of cocaine 

and more than $3 million cash inside 

several pieces of furniture at his residence 

in Norwood, Bronx. Members of SNP 

Investigators Unit and NYDETF Group T-23 

stopped the suspect in the lobby of his 

building and conducted a court-authorized 

search. Large hidden compartments inside 

dressers, nightstands, and a coffee table 

were stuffed with cash, cocaine, and at 

least 10 luxury watches, some by Rolex and 

Cartier. 

Case Highlights continued

Multiple sealed safes contained 23 kilograms of cocaine
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Coffee table trap containing money and kilos of cocaine.

Bundles of cash labeled with dates spanning several 
years
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Case Highlights continued

Nearly 90 Lbs. of Cocaine Seized 
in Queens
An investigation in Queens led to the seizure 

of nearly 40 kilograms (90 pounds) of 

cocaine and the arrest of an accused major 

trafficker and a second individual. Agents and 

officers with DEA New York Division Group 

D-43 were conducting surveillance outside 

a residential building at 37-63 81st Street in 

Jackson Heights when they observed a man 

leave with a green shopping bag and drive 

off in a Chrysler. A second man in the car 

later transferred the bag to a Toyota Sienna. 

Agents stopped the Toyota and recovered 

the bag with three kilograms of cocaine 

inside. A court-authorized search of 37-63 

81st Street, Apartment 4R, led to the seizure 

of over 80 pounds of cocaine. Kilogram 

packages labeled “JMY2” found in a suitcase 

matched those found in the car.

Emergence of “Pink 
Cocaine”

Upper East Side Woman Sold 
“Pink Cocaine” via Telegram

An undercover investigation into illicit sales 

of prescription pills and “pink cocaine” led 

to the arrest of an Upper East Side woman 

who allegedly advertised through the 

messaging app Telegram. Menus posted on 

Telegram listed various drugs for sale, as well 

deadlines for placing orders and instructions 

for paying electronically through Cash App. 

On approximately 10 occasions, the woman 

allegedly sold various drugs—including “pink 

cocaine,” cocaine, and the prescription pills 

oxycodone and hydromorphone (Dilaudid)—

to an undercover officer. Sales were made 

in-person or through the mail. The final 

sale occurred in the vicinity of the woman’s 

residence at 1410 York Avenue. A court-

authorized search of her apartment yielded 

drug packaging materials and paraphernalia. 

Subsequent laboratory analysis of the “pink 

cocaine” showed the ingredients varied 

depending on the day, containing ketamine 

alone, ketamine/MDMA, or ketamine/MDMA/

cocaine.

Kilogram packages labeled “JMY2” found in suitcase
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Bag of “pink cocaine” on a scale
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Large “Pink Cocaine” Seizure in 
Meatpacking District
A short-term investigation by NYDETF 

resulted in the seizure of approximately 10 

pounds of ketamine packaged as “pink 

cocaine” from inside a Toyota Highlander. 

Agents and officers observed a man 

carrying a backpack climb into the Toyota 

on Gansevoort Street in Manhattan’s 

Meatpacking District. Members of NYDETF 

Group T-12 detained the man and found the 

backpack contained dozens of small plastic 

packages of pink powder. A small quantity 

of crystal methamphetamine was also 

recovered from the man’s jacket. Laboratory 

analysis identified the pink powder as 

ketamine. Because possession of ketamine 

and methamphetamine are not bail-eligible 

offenses under New York State law, the man 

was placed on supervised release at the time 

of his arraignment. He subsequently failed to 

appear on a scheduled court date in August 

2024 and a judge ordered a bench warrant. 

The defendant has not been located as of 

the writing of this report.

Case Highlights continued

NJ Man Sold Eight Guns, 
Cocaine and “Pink Cocaine”
A long-term undercover investigation 

resulted in the arrest of a New Jersey man 

who allegedly sold eight guns, cocaine 

and “pink cocaine” at locations across 

Manhattan. The man communicated with 

an undercover officer via WhatsApp to 

arrange the sales, and the two met on nine 

occasions. The man engaged in counter 

surveillance maneuvers, such as frequently 

changing his clothing and meeting places. 

He directed the undercover to various 

locations in Harlem, Hell’s Kitchen, the 

vicinity of Central Park and Greenwich 

Village. Sales resulted in the seizure of 

approximately 600 grams of cocaine and 

“pink cocaine,” in addition to the guns. 

Laboratory analysis on the “pink cocaine,” 

also known by the street name “tusi,” 

indicated the presence of ketamine and 

MDMA. The investigation was conducted by 

the NYPD’s Narcotics Borough Manhattan 

North Major Case, DEA New York Division 

Group D-24 and SNP Investigators Unit.

New Jersey man charged with selling eight guns, cocaine and "pink cocaine" to an undercover officer in locations 
around Manhattan 
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Case Highlights continued

“Pink Cocaine” Stashed in Hell’s 
Kitchen Luxury Apartment

An investigation that began with six alleged 

sales of cocaine by a Hell’s Kitchen resident 

led to the seizure of “pink cocaine” from 

the man’s luxury apartment, located at 550 

West 54th Street. During a court-authorized 

search, officers with the NYPD’s Narcotics 

Borough Manhattan South found “pink 

cocaine” stashed throughout the apartment, 

including inside a safe and in kitchen 

drawers. Laboratory analysis identified 

various mixtures, including ketamine alone, 

ketamine/MDMA/cocaine, and ketamine/ 

methamphetamine. The search also resulted 

in the seizure of quantities of cocaine, 

methamphetamine, the hallucinogenic drug 

2C-B (sometimes called “tusi”), psilocybin 

mushrooms, GBL and approximately 

$96,000 cash.

Methamphetamine
Major Methamphetamine Load 
Seized in Hell’s Kitchen
Over 40 pounds of methamphetamine were 

recovered from a Mercedes-Benz SUV 

in Hell’s Kitchen during an investigation 

by NYDETF. Agents and officers were 

conducting surveillance when they observed 

a suspect enter the passenger seat of the 

Mercedes, which was parked in the vicinity 

of 722 10th Avenue. A second vehicle, a 

Chevrolet Malibu, pulled in front, and an 

individual climbed out and spoke to the man 

in the Mercedes. He then placed a large 

box inside the trunk of the Mercedes before 

entering that vehicle himself. Members of 

NYDETF approached and detained both 

men. They recovered the box from the 

trunk and saw it contained 19 cylindrical 

heat-sealed packages. DEA laboratory 

analysis identified the substance inside the 

packages as approximately 40 pounds 

of methamphetamine. The defendants 

were released without bail being set, as 

possession of methamphetamine is not a 

bail-eligible offense under New York State 

law, regardless of the quantity. 

“Pink cocaine” and hallucinogens recovered from an 
apartment on West 54th Street in Manhattan
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Large Cache of Meth and 
Cocaine in Luxury Apartment

A court-authorized search of a luxury 

apartment at 550 West 54th Street 

in Manhattan resulted in the seizure 

of approximately 30 pounds of 

methamphetamine and four kilograms (over 

eight pounds) of cocaine. The large load of 

drugs, worth more than $1.1 million, was 

packed inside a suitcase in a bedroom 

closet. More than $27,000 cash and two 

vacuum-sealing machines were found in 

two other closets. Two individuals were 

arrested at the building by members of the 

NYDETF Group T-43. One man was taken 

into custody inside the 27th floor apartment 

when agents and officers entered. The other 

individual was stopped in the building’s 

lobby prior to the search. Both men pled 

guilty to Criminal Possession of a Controlled 

Substance in the Third Degree and were 

sentenced to serve four years in prison.

Case Highlights continued

Over 110 Lbs. of Meth Seized: 
Fugitive Wanted
Members of NYDETF recovered 

approximately 50 kilograms (110 pounds) 

of crystal methamphetamine, carrying an 

estimated $600,000 street value, from a 

Chevrolet Tahoe at West Street and Battery 

Place in Lower Manhattan. Agents and 

officers were investigating interstate drug 

trafficking when they stopped the vehicle 

and found the meth inside two large duffel 

bags in the rear seat. A Pennsylvania 

man driving the vehicle was arrested and 

charged with Criminal Possession of a 

Controlled Substance in the Second Degree. 

He was released without bail being set 

at his arraignment, because possession 

of methamphetamine is not a bail-eligible 

offense under New York State law. He failed 

to attend a subsequent court appearance 

and the judge issued a bench warrant. The 

man remains at large six months later.

Over 110 pounds of crystal meth in sealed plastic bags seized in Lower Manhattan

P
hoto credit: N

Y
D

ETF

A suitcase containing approximately 38 pounds of 
methamphetamine and cocaine

Cash recovered from W 54th Street apartment

30



Case Highlights continued

Psychedelics
Open Drug Activity at 
Washington Square Park
Nine individuals were arrested following an 

investigation into the sale of psychedelic 

psilocybin mushrooms and cocaine in the 

vicinity of Washington Square Park. The 

undercover investigation by the NYPD’s 

Narcotics Borough Manhattan South began 

in response to community complaints about 

open drug activity inside the busy public 

park, located in Manhattan’s Greenwich 

Village. The majority of the alleged drug 

sellers were associated with a loosely 

affiliated street crew operating in afternoon 

and evening shifts to sell psilocybin 

mushrooms, cocaine and crack cocaine. 

In total, the defendants are charged 

in connection with more than a dozen 

sales to undercover officers. Several of 

the defendants pled guilty and received 

sentences ranging from probation to 2 ½ 

years in prison or are awaiting sentencing. 

Others have been evaluated for drug 

treatment programming.

International Money 
Laundering

Colombian Money Launderers 
Operated in NYC and Madrid
Two members of a Colombian money 

laundering organization that operated in 

Madrid, Spain and New York City were 

sentenced to prison following a long-term 

investigation. The case began with the 

seizure of approximately one million Euros 

($1.15 million) in drug proceeds in Madrid 

following a transaction with a Spanish 

undercover in 2018. NYDETF Group T-43 

and DEA’s Bogotá Country Office tracked 

the illicit money to the two money brokers in 

Cali, Colombia. The investigation revealed 

the money brokers personally threatened 

an individual whom they blamed for the loss 

of the drug proceeds. They then hired La 

Oficina de Envigado, a violent organization 

once used by Pablo Escobar, the deceased 

leader of the Medellín Cartel, to collect the 

debt. Law enforcement intervened when 

this organization made further threats of 

physical harm against this individual and the 

individual’s family. The two money brokers 

were arrested in Colombia and ultimately 

pled guilty to money laundering charges filed 

by SNP in New York City. One man, while still 

in custody in Colombia, appeared virtually 

for his sentencing before a Manhattan 

Supreme Court Judge – the first time the 

Colombian government approved such a 

procedure by a court within the U.S. He 

received a sentence of 3–9 years in prison 

to be served in New York State. This virtual 

proceeding was facilitated with assistance 

from the U.S. Department of Justice’s Office 

of International Affairs. The other man was 

sentenced to 2–6 years in prison after being 

extradited from Colombia. El Cuerpo Técnico 

De Investigación (CTI) Sensitive Investigative 

Unit (SIU) Police, Colombia, and the Spanish 

National Police also participated in the 

investigation.

Table selling mushrooms, cocaine and crack cocaine in 
front of memorial
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Legal Training Unit
The Legal Training Unit develops and 

implements the professional training 

curriculum offered to Assistant District 

Attorneys, paralegals, and legal support 

staff. The unit selects speakers, lectures, and 

workshops to address topics that include 

investigatory and prosecutorial techniques, 

legal procedures, changes in the law, and 

effective approaches to the prosecution 

of felony narcotics and related crimes. In 

addition, the Legal Training Unit supervises 

law students assigned to SNP who are 

participating in the DANY Summer Legal 

Internship Program, providing and monitoring 

a full and well-balanced assignment workload 

that gives each law fellow a preview of the 

work that SNP prosecutors perform. 

In 2024, the Legal Training Unit offered 

a professional development series and 

numerous lectures throughout the year 

to both experienced and new Assistant 

District Attorneys. Presentations included: 

Prosecuting a Conspiracy, Artificial 

Intelligence, Cross Examination, Legal Issues 

Related to Identifications, Money Laundering, 

and Alternatives to Incarceration, among 

other topics. 

The training curriculum complies with 

the regulations and guidelines of the New 

York State Continuing Legal Education (CLE) 

Board. The office has been a New York State 

CLE Accredited Provider since 2000. 

For over a decade, SNP has devoted a 

portion of its resources to training programs 

offered to hundreds of local and federal 

enforcement and criminal justice personnel 

in New York and other areas of the country. 

Senior staff members lecture on narcotics 

investigations and prosecutions at the New 

York State District Attorney’s Association 

(DAASNY) Summer College and Winter 

Conference, the New York Prosecutors 

Training Institute (NYPTI), the NYPD’s 

Police Academy, the DEA’s New York Drug 

Enforcement Task Force (NYDETF), and the 

New York/New Jersey High Intensity Drug 

Trafficking Area (NY/NJ HIDTA).

The Legal Training Unit develops and implements the professional training curriculum offered to newly assigned 
Assistant District Attorneys, who also receive guidance and supervision from senior attorneys
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NYPD Special Narcotics  
Prosecutor’s Unit

The New York City Police Department (NYPD) 

has assigned a team of detectives to the 

office since 1972. The Special Narcotics 

Prosecutor’s Unit, as it is known, is under 

the command of a senior NYPD supervisor 

who serves as a liaison between SNP and 

the Detective Bureau’s Criminal Enterprise 

Division. 

Expert at tracking, safekeeping, and 

presenting electronically recorded evidence, 

the detectives also provide support on 

search warrant investigations and maintain 

citywide repositories for electronically 

recorded evidence and SNP search warrants. 

Search Warrants
The unit prepares search warrants and 

affidavits and expedites requests through 

SNP. Detectives keep track of all confiscated 

evidence and maintain a database on arrests 

and seizures resulting from the execution of 

search warrants. The unit also educates new 

investigators on search warrant procedures. 

In 2024, the unit processed 640 search 

warrants.

Digital Media Evidence
The unit tracks and controls “chain of 

custody” for electronic media evidence and 

makes certain that all audio/video evidence 

is secure. Additionally, the unit is responsible 

for the creation and testimony of grand 

jury/trial wiretap composite recordings and 

processes digital photographic evidence and 

data evidence. 

In 2024, the unit registered 142 pieces 

of audio/video evidence, 559 pieces of 

wiretap media evidence, and 49 pieces 

of data and photographic evidence. The 

unit also prepared, created, and registered 

approximately 99 duplicate copies of 

registered electronic media evidence. 

33



Fiscal Unit staff are responsible for all agency fiscal 
activities.

HR Unit staff participate in planning, developing, and executing programs for 
all employees, as well as supporting recruitment efforts.
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Administrative Services Units

Fiscal 
The Fiscal Unit manages the agency’s overall 

budget. It oversees appropriated funds 

and grants, as well as federal and state 

forfeiture funds. The unit is responsible for 

all agency fiscal activities. It produces and 

submits funding requests to federal, state, 

and city funding agencies, and monitors 

and reports on agency expenditures. The 

unit assesses and approves purchase 

requisitions; processes payment vouchers; 

handles reimbursement requests; and issues 

checks. Fiscal manages all disbursements 

of funds, such as petty cash and forfeiture 

distributions. Staff reviews and approves 

agency procurements; audits and certifies 

agency payrolls; maintains and enforces 

fiscal policy; and conducts internal audits. 

Fiscal is responsible for all external audits/

reviews by grantors and other relevant 

government agencies. It also manages 

officewide travel arrangements, banking 

functions, and inventory.

Human Resources
The Human Resources (HR) Unit oversees 

and implements procedures related to the 

assignment or transfer of Assistant District 

Attorneys from the offices of the five county 

District Attorneys, while also administering 

the recruitment of managerial, administrative, 

and clerical personnel. The unit is committed 

to fostering a culture of diversity, equity, 

and inclusion amongst staff, and seeks 

out individuals with a diverse range of 

backgrounds and experiences. Unit staff 

participates in planning, developing, and 

executing programs for all employees, as 

well as in support of recruitment efforts. The 

unit implements effective human resource 

policies; adheres to collective bargaining 

agreements; maintains time and leave 

records for all employees; and is responsible 

for bi-weekly payroll distribution. The unit 

serves as liaison with the citywide payroll 

management system and adheres to all HR 

regulatory compliance laws.

Public Information
The Public Information Unit responds to 

inquiries from members of the media, 

government agencies, advocacy groups, 

and individuals on the status of cases, 

joint enforcement efforts, legal decisions, 

legislative action, and citywide narcotics 

trends. Press releases, reports, testimony, 

and presentations are prepared and 

distributed through the unit. The agency’s 

website and social media accounts are also 

maintained by the unit.

Community Outreach
The Community Outreach Director meets 

with community and religious leaders, block 

associations, the New York City Housing 

Authority, and other groups to address local 

drug problems, while conferring regularly with 



DFU staff recover and examine evidence from electronic devices for use in investigations and at trial
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Administrative Service Units continued

NYPD officials to devise strategies to combat 

crime. Once an investigation is completed 

and a drug organization is removed from 

a building or neighborhood, resources 

are devoted toward providing community 

support services. Additionally, experienced 

prosecutors offer lectures to schools and 

youth groups, serve as mock trial coaches, 

and speak on career days.

Information Technologies (IT)
Information Technology develops, 

establishes, and administers SNP’s computer 

networks and telecommunication systems. 

The unit identifies needs and puts systems 

in place to effectively merge technology with 

office processes and provides a variety of 

case-related services. 

Digital Forensics and Litigation Support 

(DFU): provides pre-trial and in-court 

technology support, including recovery and 

examination of evidence from electronic 

devices, trial exhibit preparation and 

presentation, and trial testimony 

Technical Support and Desktop Security: 

supports staff in using electronic devices, 

and addresses technical problems and 

desktop security 

Application Development and Support: 

develops, maintains, and supports computer 

software

IT Infrastructure Support and Network 

Security: oversees the network, servers, 

computers, network security, email, data 

storage, and backup

Records Management: files, registers, 

and maintains a record of closed and bench 

warranted case files, and processes parole 

requests 

Case Information: captures and tracks 

data pertaining to all cases prosecuted by 

the office, from arrest to disposition. The unit 

prepares regular reports and ad hoc reports 

on narcotics activities, performs statistical 

analysis, and coordinates data capture. Unit 

staff supports Assistant District Attorneys 

in Criminal Court Part N, manages court 

calendars, and receives and distributes 

memos. 

Lab Unit: responsible for requesting, 

downloading, recording, and analyzing 

laboratory reports



Interpreters translate for non-English speaking witnesses 
and provide written transcription services
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Administrative Service Units continued

Criminal and Investigative 
Analysts
The Analysts Unit conducts in-depth 

analyses of high overdose neighborhoods 

and entrenched drug markets, identifying 

emerging drugs and crafting strategies. 

The unit shares its findings with the District 

Attorneys’ offices, the NYPD and other city 

agencies, elected officials, and community 

organizations, fostering collaborations 

and enhancing understanding of narcotics 

issues. Analysts also support investigations 

and prosecutions by utilizing technology to 

analyze data from communication records, 

location data, social media, and prescription 

drug information. They conduct background 

checks, compile reports, testify in court, 

and serve as law enforcement liaisons, 

contributing significantly to addressing 

narcotics challenges.

Trial Preparation Assistants 
(TPAs)
Trial Preparation Assistants (TPAs) are 

assigned to the Investigations Division, the 

Trial Division, Part N, and the Alternative 

Sentencing Division. Investigations and Trial 

Division TPAs track cases, maintain case 

records, and gather reports and legal papers 

required by Assistant District Attorneys. 

Additionally, they arrange for prisoners to 

be produced in court, and help Assistants 

prepare for grand jury and trial presentations. 

Alternative Sentencing Bureau TPAs interview 

defendants who are diverted to treatment 

and track their progress. Part N TPAs assist 

in tracking plea offers, grand jury actions, and 

case dispositions. 

Extraditions/Detainers
The unit administers the return of fugitives 

apprehended or in custody in other 

jurisdictions and in foreign countries that 

have extradition treaties with the U.S.

Grand Jury Reporters
Grand Jury Reporters record, produce, and 

maintain transcripts of confidential testimony 

presented before the grand juries. 

Interpretation and Translation 
Services

The unit interprets and translates for non-

English speaking witnesses in debriefings 

with investigators and Assistant District 

Attorneys, and during testimony before the 

grand jury; provides written translation and 

transcription services for evidentiary consent 

and wiretap recordings that contain dialogue 

in languages other than English; and provides 

translation of documents. 

Property Release
The Property Release Section is responsible 

for coordinating with the New York 

City Police Department and other law 

enforcement agencies to ensure property 

that can be legally returned to its rightful 

owner is returned in a timely manner. 

Operations
The Operations Unit is responsible for office 

maintenance, reproduction of documents, 

mail delivery, messenger services, 

housekeeping requests, and office supply 

inventory and disbursement.
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Executive & Legal Staff

NEW YORK COUNTY
Clark S. Abrams
Grant Adams 
Joseph A. Aini
Soraya Attia 
Devin J. Auriana
Amy Boddorff
McCoy Crombleholme
Lindsey R. DeMaria
Lisa DePasquale
Kathleen V. Doyle
Neil P. Edat
Christopher C. Edel
Jordan Anne Eyal
Nigel I. Farinha 
Luke Flynn-Fitzsimmons
Isaac L. Forman
Christopher Forrest

Alexandra Galligan
Meghan Gilder
Nicole A. Hanna
Nicholas R. Helms
Joseph T. Ippolito
Brianne L. Kelly
Sydney Kiefert
Michaela Kollin
Eryck Kratville
Uriel Kucawca  
Kimberly M. Lindenmuth
Milos Z. Marisavljevic
Johnathan Martin  
Angie Morelli 
Quentin J. Morgan
Kay Nguyen 
Kayla V. Oakley
Kathryn O’Neill  

Bernice Ordoñez
Matthew C. Reinhardt
Jannine Rowser
Zoe E. Shea
Briana D. Smalley 
Marc Stepper
Molly Strauss  
Christopher Taillefer
David S. Torreblanca
Andrés F. Torres
Thomas G. Van Noy
Alexander H. Wells 
Courtney Wen
Kenneth F. Whitted

BRONX COUNTY
Erik J. Aho
Lisa M. Tompkins

KINGS COUNTY
Danielle M. Drasser 
Edward Friedenthal  
Rebecca A. Jackson	
Michelle Kantor 
Anju Malhotra
Steven R. Miller
Leslie Ransdell

QUEENS COUNTY
Paul H. Harvey

RICHMOND COUNTY
Ann Heo
John Stepensky

Bridget G. Brennan 
Special Narcotics Prosecutor

Lisa M. Tompkins 
Chief Assistant District Attorney

Thomas G. Van Noy 
Executive Assistant District Attorney 

for Administration 

Nigel I. Farinha 
Chief Diversity Officer

Chief, Narcotics Gang Unit
Chair, Conviction Review Committee

Paul H. Harvey 
Deputy Chief, Trial Division  

Chief, Post Judgment Litigation Unit
Andrés F. Torres 
Co-Bureau Chief,  

Special Investigations Bureau

Clark S. Abrams 
Chief, Money Laundering and 

Financial Crimes Unit

Ann Heo 
Chief, Prescription Drug 

Investigation Unit 
Co-Chief, Discovery Litigation  

and Compliance Unit

Bernice Ordoñez 
Chief of Investigations

Steven R. Miller 
Deputy Chief, Trial Division 

Deputy Bureau Chief, 40/50

Eryck Kratville 
Co-Bureau Chief,  

Special Investigations Bureau 
Chief, Heroin Interdiction Team Marc Stepper 

Deputy Bureau Chief,  
Special Investigations Bureau 
Co-Chief, Asset Forfeiture and  

Civil Litigation Unit

Amy Boddorff
Co-Chief, Asset Forfeiture and  

Civil Litigation Unit

Lisa DePasquale 
Chief of the Trial Division 

Chief of Alternative Sentencing

Jannine Rowser 
Bureau Chief, 30/60  

Counsel for Technology Integration

Angie Morelli 
Deputy Bureau Chief, 30/60

Erik J. Aho
Deputy Bureau Chief, 40/50  

Co-Chief, Discovery Litigation  
and Compliance Unit

Kathleen V. Doyle
Senior Supervising Attorney,  

Trial Division

Christopher C. Edel 
Senior Attorney for Special Projects

Zoe E. Shea 
Chief, Alternatives to  

Incarceration Unit

Danielle M. Drasser 
Deputy Chief, Alternatives to 

Incarceration Unit

Edward Friedenthal 
Deputy Bureau Chief, 30/60

Matthew C. Reinhardt 
Deputy Bureau Chief, 40/50
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Managerial & Professional Staff
ADMINISTRATIVE  
MANAGEMENT  
AND SUPPORT
Stefany A. Brown-Paulino,  
Director of Operations and Legal Support

Grand Jury Reporters Unit
Bonnie Greenstein, Principal Reporter
Reva Palmer, Principal Reporter
Biana Akselrod, Senior Reporter
Amanda DeGeorge
Faith Hasty
Samantha Scro

Interpretation and  
Translation Services
Kiran Chand 
Rosa Ruales
Luis Vernon

Operations
Brian Benning	
Albert Nichols
Luis Tull

Property Release
Debra Danielsen

Trial Division Trial  
Preparation Assistants
Maddalena Coppola, Supervising  
TPA Coordinator
Rubens Massena, TPA Coordinator
Roxanne McRae, TPA Coordinator 
Terrill Davis
Nicole De’Matos, Senior TPA
Virginia Gibbons
Sadiya Hussain
Karina Rodriguez, Senior TPA
Melinda Yam

ALTERNATIVE SENTENCING  
DIVISION 
Rochelle Davis, Supervising  
ATI Discovery Litigation Specialist
Andrea Obregon
Rachel Terrill, ATI Case Coordinator

DISCOVERY LITIGATION  
AND COMPLIANCE UNIT
Alexandra Eastman, TPA
Jessica Gulack, Unit Coordinator 

EXECUTIVE SUPPORT
Ana Pichardo
Takeisha Sinclair
Ryan Mangini, Legal Assistant 

Community Outreach
Calvin Solomon, Director

Public Information
Kati Cornell, Director
Alexandra Bergin, Senior Digital 
Communications Coordinator

FISCAL
Lei Yuan, Chief Financial Officer
Krisna Ramkhelawan, Deputy Fiscal Director	

Ewelina Malysza, Senior Financial Reporting, 
Fund and Project Manager
Jacky Leung, Senior Financial Analyst  
and Procurement Specialist
Daniel Flores, Junior Financial Analyst
Taleb Ghulais, Fiscal Assistant

GRAND JURY WARDENS 
SCO Christopher J. Stottmann

HUMAN RESOURCES
Arthur Simmons, Chief  
Human Resources Officer
Sabrina Middleton, Director,  
HR Employee Services
Craig Jelen, Deputy for Payroll Services 
Lisa Thomas, Deputy for NYCAPS/Compliance
Sylvia Fernandez, Timekeeper
Henry Polanco, Clerical Administrative 
Associate and Digital File Coordinator

INFORMATION  
TECHNOLOGY
Benjamin Azaraev, Chief Information Officer
Gregory Wilson, Deputy Chief Information 
Officer

Digital Forensics  
and Litigation
Victor Roman, Lead Digital  
Forensics Analyst
J. Patrick Slattery, Lead Digital Forensics 
Analyst
Gretchen Levy, Junior Digital Forensics Analyst
Nico Rerisi-Patota, Junior Digital Forensics 
Analyst

Infrastructure, Helpdesk,  
& Development
Patrick Florestal, Director
Nelson Benedek, Business Analyst/Project 
Manager

Technical Support and  
Desktop Security
Christian Arroyo  
David Lee-Hin
Anthony Lin, Senior Technical  
Support Specialist

IT Infrastructure Support  
and Security
Olin McFadden
Richard Samson, Senior Infrastructure 
Specialist

IT Application Development  
and Support
Philip Imperiale, Deputy in Charge of 
Application Development
Jacob Onbreyt, Junior Developer  
Priya Thomas, Senior Developer

Case Information
Michelle Myton, Deputy in Charge
Anne Roy, Supervisor
Michelle Ashby, Case Information Specialist
Ibrahim Bah, Case Information Specialist 
Desiree Creary, Court Part Specialist
Debra Danielsen, Clerical Assistant 
Jimmy Fontain, Records Clerk
Marsha Ledford, Case Information Specialist 
Samantha Liatto, Case Information Specialist 
Regina Mavasheva, Case Information Specialist
Taurean Morrell, Records Clerk
Olivia Sitbon, Bureau Coordinator 

INVESTIGATIONS DIVISION

Special Investigations Bureau 
Secretary
Diana Valentin

Trial Preparation Assistants
Cindy Cintron, Deputy in Charge
Sonia Hira, TPA Coordinator, SIB 
Irina Diaz, Senior TPA
Jazleen Galvez 
Kristine Lamburini, Senior TPA
Diallo McKnight, Senior TPA
Jose Saldana, Senior TPA

Investigative Analysts
Leonard Rizzo, Deputy in Charge
Jodi Arnold 
Leesa Boireau
Daniel McBride	
Angela Mayack  
Kayla Murray
Robin Schmitz
Estefania Solis
Zoe Swenson
Michael Tavares Gomez 

Prescription Drug Investigation Unit
Natalie Vitale, PDIU Coordinator, Data Analyst 
Specialist

Forfeiture Investigations Unit
William Reeves, Coordinator
Jenilee Briones, Assistant Asset Forfeiture 
Coordinator

INVESTIGATORS UNIT 
Omar Brinkley, Chief Investigator
Richard Currao, Assistant Chief Investigator
Lance Ho, Deputy Chief Investigator

Investigators Unit Support
Belinda McNeill

NYPD SNP UNIT
Sgt. Edward Sinclair
Det. Michael Johnston
Det. Kaisser Surriga



People of SNP
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Managing & Copy Editor:  
Kati Cornell

Editors:  
Alexandra Bergin 
Roxanne McRae 

Craig Jelen 
Thomas G. Van Noy

Graphics & Photography:  
Alexandra Bergin  
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