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As always, | am grateful for the leadership of the New York
City Council and for your support of my office and the offic-
es of the District Attorneys. | recently met with Public Safety
Committee Chairperson Oswald Feliz to introduce myself
and discuss challenges the city faces in coping with deadly
illegal drugs and their impact on communities throughout
the city. | look forward to collaborating with all of you to
promote health and safety in our communities and most im-
portantly, fairness in our criminal justice system. | am always
happy to talk with you about specific concerns.

The Office of the Special Narcotics Prosecutor (SNP) has
been a leader in citywide efforts to confront the deadly opi-
oid epidemic and is recognized nationwide for our exper-
tise. After years of record-high fatal overdoses in New York
City, they have dropped sharply over the past two years.
In 2024, overdose deaths in New York City decreased by
about one third, totaling 2,192, following consecutive years
of more than 3,000 deaths annually. This mirrors a national
trend, according to data released by the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention. By working together, law enforce-
ment, public health, treatment providers,and educators have
achieved a sustained, substantial decrease in drug-related fa-
talities.

Saving lives and protecting public safety have been top pri-
orities since the Office of the Special Narcotics Prosecutor
was established in 1971. Over the past five decades, we have
greatly expanded our tools and partnerships to rein in a
succession of drug epidemics, most recently involving fen-
tanyl, the most lethal drug crisis we have ever faced. SNP
works collaboratively with the elected District Attorneys to
investigate and prosecute felony narcotics cases and related
crimes across all five boroughs of the city and to expand
efforts to educate the public about our dangerous illegal
drug market.

During the past year, we have talked to people who have
suffered from substance use disorder and heard from their
families and treatment providers. We met with members
of communities overwhelmed with drug-related crime.We
have been asked to develop strategies specific to neighbor-
hoods with high numbers of open drug sales, public usage
and overdoses. To understand each area’s issues, we meet
with community members and law enforcement partners.In
these areas of strategically targeted enforcement, overdose
deaths and crime have declined more quickly and at a higher
rate than citywide.We will expand this work in the coming
year. At the same time, we continue to focus on investiga-
tions and prosecutions of large-scale drug traffickers with
a goal of reducing the volume of illegal drugs and crimes
related to them.

While overdose deaths are no longer at record-high levels,
we are not out of the woods. New York City’s drug market is
more unpredictable than ever before.We continually identify
new synthetic substances mixed in with the fentanyl, hero-
in, and cocaine that we recover during investigations. Some
of these mixtures originate from Mexico, while others are
combined here in the city in drug packaging mills.

There is no “truth in advertising” when it comes to drug
dealers, and, sadly, many drug users have perished when
the drug they ingested was far more deadly than the one
they thought they were purchasing. Extremely potent opi-
oid drugs like carfentanil and other fentanyl analogs increase
the risk of overdose, and a widening array of non-opioid
sedatives, like the animal tranquilizers xylazine and mede-
tomidine, may not be categorized as controlled substances,
but they may be lethal or cause significant harm when mixed
with other drugs.

Whether addressing local crime or high-level internation-
al narcotics operations, our office takes a holistic approach,
bringing prosecutions while trying to restore a sense of
security to communities. After strategic enforcement has
cleared rampant drug dealing and open drug use, we use as-
set forfeiture funds or money designated by the City Council
to support safe recreation spaces in neighborhoods where
the enforcement has been concentrated. We also dedicate
substantial resources to educating the public about the le-
thal drug market. Our educational outreach efforts touch
thousands of young people, parents, teachers, and seniors.
In 2025, SNP staff offered fentanyl awareness presentations
to 96 classes in New York City schools, reaching over 6,500
middle school, high school, and college students. Staff also
presented at more than a dozen group sessions for faculty,
parents, and seniors, reaching hundreds of additional com-
munity members.

Despite diligent investigations, we have seen a decline in as-
sets seized from high level narcotics traffickers, including sig-
nificantly less cash seizures. SNP investigations have shown
that international narcotics traffickers are increasingly utiliz-
ing cryptocurrencies to transfer and launder large amounts
of proceeds generated from the narcotics trade. As a re-
sult, | am requesting $615,250 in FY27 new needs funding
to create a Crypto Laundering Prosecution Unit. Currently,
my office is working with the U.S. Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministration (DEA) and crypto analytics firms hired by DEA
to increase our capacity to identify and trace illicit crypto
activity related to narcotics trafficking. SNP is also working
with federal authorities to develop strategies to seize digital
assets from crypto wallets. The complexity of such inves-
tigations requires training in the cryptocurrency transfer




system, and frequent updates as criminal enterprises devise
new schemes.

The final funding request not addressed in the Mayor’s pro-
posed budget for Special Narcotics is one of critical impor-
tance. My office is making a new needs request to fund the
expansion of our Alternatives to Incarceration (ATI) pro-
grams with the goals of reducing recidivism and promoting
public safety. Through these programs, eligible individuals
charged with felony offenses are diverted into structured,
treatment-based programs under close supervision of the
courts. More than three decades ago, our office was among
the first in the city to recognize the long-term benefits of
alternative to incarceration programs,and through the years
we have refined our programs to address specific challenges.

Since SNP’s ATl Unit was established in 2021, we have
self-funded the unit, even as it has greatly expanded. Cur-
rently, SNP’s ATl Unit caseload is growing rapidly, with a
200% increase in potential participants screened. For FY
2027, we are requesting $362,250 for increased staffing for
SNP’s ATI Unit. We are also renewing our funding request
for $218,841 to support ATl programming with our partner,
the Center for Justice Innovation’s (CJl) Manhattan Justice
Opportunities, for a combined total of $581,091.We have
made this request in prior years, but the additional funds
were not received. | am asking the Council to assist us.

Working closely with the two Manhattan Court programs,
SNP’s ATl Unit provides access to substance use and mental
health treatment, case management, vocation and educa-
tional support, and other social services under court-super-
vised plea agreements.

While the growth of our ATI Unit is encouraging, rapid ex-
pansion has overburdened our current staff. Our self-funded
structure, with a Unit Chief, an Assistant District Attorney,
and a Case Coordinator; is no longer sufficient. The request-
ed $362,250 would cover a Deputy Unit Chief, a dedicated
ADA, and a second Case Coordinator. These positions are
critical to ensure thorough case screening, effective moni-
toring of participant compliance, and proper coordination
with treatment providers, courts, and partner agencies.

As mentioned, we are also renewing our funding request
for $218,841 to support ATl programming with CJI's Man-
hattan Justice Opportunities. Support of CJl is essential for
managing and coordinating the program with the Office of
Court administration (OCA). Currently we are experienc-
ing a backlog of potential ATl participants awaiting screening
by CJI.

When ATl works, it is a win-win. By providing supportive
services to eligible defendants, we keep them out of prison,
connected to their communities, and set them on a better
course. We can help rebuild lives and reduce crime without
increasing incarceration.

We are also requesting new needs funding for Discovery
Compliance and expansion of our Discovery Litigation Unit
(DLU). My office has not received the same level of finan-
cial assistance from the City and the State over the past
few years as District Attorneys’ offices statewide. The DAs
received necessary funding, as they should. Yet, our office
only received 25% of the amount requested.We are seeking
$2,257,220 from the City to address our Discovery funding
shortage, and $552,000 to expand our Discovery Litigation
Unit. This is discussed more extensively in my testimony.

In conclusion, while we are encouraged by our successful
2025, we remain vigilant. Drug overdose continues to be
the city’s leading cause of accidental death.The illegal drug
supply is more unpredictable than ever before, and new,
potentially lethal substances pose unexpected dangers. In
2026, we are committed to informing the public of emerg-
ing threats, preventing death through education and out-
reach programs, and working with our partners to reduce
the availability of illegal drugs and commission of associated
crime in our great city.

Bridget G. Brennan
Special Narcotics Prosecutor
for the City of New York




Strategic Approach to Prosecutions

2025 SNP Drug Seizures in Pounds
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SNP employs a strategic approach to curbing the flow of
deadly narcotics into New York City and the region. Inves-
tigations focus on high-level trafficking organizations, often
with international ties, and groups involved in violence or
disruptive drug activity impacting neighborhoods.

In 2025, SNP cases with the U.S. Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministration (DEA), the New York City Police Department
(NYPD) and other partners netted over 1,000 pounds of
narcotics, including fentanyl, heroin, and cocaine, as well as
more than 100 pounds of methamphetamine.

To identify large loads of narcotics entering the city, SNP
employs various investigative techniques, including physical
and electronic surveillance. We work closely with the five
District Attorneys to tailor our strategies to areas with
citywide impact and concentrations of open narcotics sales.

For example, we have collaborated with the NYPD and
community leaders to address significant narcotics issues in
the Times Square area, where open drug dealing and asso-
ciated violence have long plagued residents, businesses, and
visitors alike. In one ongoing investigation, our office and
the NYPD’s Midtown South Precinct tracked several drug
dealers operating notoriously near a McDonald’s location
to stash apartments within a particular residential building
in the area.

In another area of concern, following enforcement activity
at Washington Square Park, members of the NYPD’s Man-
hattan South Narcotics noticed drug sales shifting to Sara
D. Roosevelt Park. So far, nine individuals have been arrest-
ed following multiple cocaine sales to undercover officers.
Most of these defendants travelled from Upper Manhattan
or outside of the borough to sell drugs at the park.

In crafting our approach, we analyze drug markets linked
to clusters of overdose deaths and violence, receive input
from communities and elected officials, and collect infor-
mation from law enforcement and public health partners.

SNP’s approach is consistent with the City’s goal of reduc-
ing incarceration. By focusing on high-level traffickers, our
prosecutions have greater impact with fewer arrests. The
office is committed to connecting eligible individuals with
Alternatives to Incarceration (ATI) programs, with the goal
of promoting public safety and reducing recidivism. Since
2021, SNP has expanded its ATl offerings, assessing indi-
viduals for treatment and social service referrals through
the Manhattan Courts, where participants receive court
supervision under a plea agreement.

SNP Felony Indictments/SCls and Prison Sentences (1984-2025)
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Expansion of Synthetic Drugs

NYC Fatal Overdoses Fall Towards Pre-Pandemic Levels
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The tide appears to be turning on the opioid epidemic, with
fewer fatal overdoses in New York City over the past two
years as rates approach pre-pandemic levels. The decline
from record-high numbers of overdose deaths is encourag-
ing, but the opioid epidemic is hardly over, and we must re-
main vigilant. New York City is still losing more than 2,000
lives to overdose deaths each year. The city’s drug market
is increasingly unpredictable. Since 2024, fentanyl enter-
ing the U.S. is less pure, with more varieties of synthetic
drugs mixed in. Often buyers are unaware of the contents
of the drugs they purchase, and specific ingredients are
only known to law enforcement after laboratory analysis.

Dangerous synthetic drugs are frequently pressed into pills,

Automatic pill presses can produce thousands of counterfeit pills in a
short amount of time. A variety of molds are used to create different
shaped pills.

including counterfeits of pharmaceutical drugs like oxyco-
done. In 2025, SNP recovered several pill pressing machines
from apartments controlled by drug manufacturing orga-
nizations operating in the city and the surrounding area.

SNP seeks to understand the forces driving drug trends
by consulting with our local, state, and federal partners,
tracking information gleaned from investigations, and
analyzing citywide NYPD data. Narcotics trafficking is a
highly lucrative, international business. Mexico serves
as the primary source for the U.S., producing synthet-
ic drugs, like fentanyl and methamphetamine. Bulk ship-
ments sent across the southwest border are sometimes
concealed in truckloads of produce or other merchandise.

A hollowed-out car battery filled with six kilograms of cocaine was
believed to be part of a larger pattern.Traffickers conceal narcotics for
transportation across the country in trucks.




Surge in Chemically Produced Synthetics

Synthetic Drugs

Drug Descriptions

Potent opioid linked to 80% of ODs in NYC, 50 times stronger than heroin; pharmaceutical anesthetic

Fentanyl

now mass-produced in illicit drug laboratories

Variants of fentanyl with different chemical compositions and potencies (e.g. para-fluorofentanyl,

Fentanyl Analogs

acetyl fentanyl, carfentanil); highly potent carfentanil is 100 times stronger than fentanyl

Non-controlled substance; veterinary sedative; street name “tranq,” mixed with fentanyl and linked to

Xylazine

Medetomidine

30% of ODs in NYC; non-opioid, unresponsive to naloxone

Non-opioid veterinary sedative more powerful than xylazine; associated with heavier sedation than

opioids and more severe withdrawal symptoms, such as extreme vomiting and high blood pressure

Nitazenes

Methamphetamine

Ketamine

MDMA

BTMPS

Tramadol

Class of opioids never approved for medical use due to high risk of overdose; mixed with fentanyl

Stimulant with high addiction potential; Powder, pill and crystal form; increasingly mixed with fentanyl

Non-opioid veterinary tranquilizer; dissociative hallucinogenic effects; main component of “pink

cocaine”

Hallucinogenic stimulant; known as “ecstasy” (tablet) and “molly” (powder); ingredient of “pink

cocaine”

Non-controlled substance: chemical used in the production of plastics; prevents oxidation; filler in

fentanyl mixtures

Opioid pain reliever increasingly mixed with fentanyl

Commonly prescribed to treat anxiety (e.g. Xanax and Valium); designer types found in illicit fentanyl

Benzodiazepines

mixtures; increased risk of overdose when combined with opioids

Commonly known by the trade name Novocain; local anesthetic used for nerve blocks, spinal

Procaine

Synthetic Cannabinoids

Only time will tell what impact rapid changes in the geo-
political landscape, and the recent killing of the powerful
leader of the Jalisco New Generation Cartel in Mexico, will
have on the drug market in New York City.

In addition to the reduction in purity, federal law enforce-
ment agencies are generally seizing significantly less fentanyl
and the same is true for SNP. Our fentanyl and fentanyl mix-
ture seizures declined by 50% since 2022, likely a reflection
of disruptions in trafficking from Mexico.

The proliferation of new types of synthetic drugs continues
to transform supplies nationwide. Production is far easier

anesthesia, and dental procedures

lly similar to cannabis plant

and cheaper than cultivating plants that yield heroin and
cocaine. International criminal syndicates make huge profits
while the health and safety of communities suffer.

As a result of careful tracking by SNP, and collaboration
with our partners in law enforcement and public health, new
chemical ingredients are continually being identified. Some
are opioids, while others are non-opioids with dangerous
side effects. A typical drug mixture might include fentanyl, a
fentanyl analog, and heroin, mixed with one or a combina-
tion of xylazine, medetomidine, and nitazenes. Mixes can in-
clude additional substances like cocaine, methamphetamine,
or MDMA.




Data Driven Enforcement

Fewer Fatal Overdoses in Midtown South

Fewer Drug-Related 311 Complaints
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To develop enforcement strategies, SNP analyzes data from
various sources to identify patterns, such as geographic ar-
eas throughout the city where clusters of overdoses, gun
seizures, and narcotics trafficking are concentrated. SNP
partners with the NYPD, elected officials, and community
groups to support public safety.

For example, SNP has devoted resources towards analysis
and enforcement in the Midtown South Precinct (14th Pre-
cinct) over several years and we are seeing a positive shift
in drug-related conditions, reflected in important metrics
and community feedback.

Fatal overdoses have dropped significantly. Once the lead-
ing Manhattan precinct for overdose deaths, the precinct
now ranks 10th in the borough. Non-fatal overdoses also
decreased slightly in 2025, particularly in the northern part
of Midtown South from 42nd Street to 45th Street be-
tween 7th and 9th Avenues.

Source: NYC 31| data for Midtown South Precinct.

Further evidence that Midtown South communities are
seeing a difference can be found in a review of data for
311 calls. Fewer calls about certain narcotics-related com-
plaints occurred in Midtown South in 2025. Calls related
to discarded syringes and outdoor drug activity are at the
lowest levels since 2020.

Drug-related arrests declined as well. NYPD data for 2025
shows fewer B felony narcotics arrests in 2025 as com-
pared to 2023 and 2024 in the northern part of the pre-
cinct. This is consistent with positive community feedback,
particularly near McCaffrey Playground on 43rd Street.

The decline in overdose deaths undoubtedly relates to less
fentanyl in the area. An analysis of NYPD Drug Laboratory
invoices for 2024 showed a decline in the percentage in
which fentanyl was present. In 2025, levels remained simi-
larly low indicating a positive trend.

Midtown South (14th PCT) Falls in Top Overdose Ranking for Manhattan

RANK 2022 2023 2024 2025*
1st 14 25 32 25
2nd 25 14 25 32
3rd 32 23 34 13
4th 23 32 23 23
5th 33 33 13 28
6th 34 24 30
7th 13 34 28
8th 9 28 24 33
9th 24 9 7 34
10th 18 13 14 14




Drugs and Guns

District Attorney Eric Gonalez joined Special Narcotics Prosecutor Bridget Brennan and New York City Police Commissioner Jessica Tisch at a
press conference announcing the seizure of 21 guns during a narcotics-related investigation in Brooklyn.

Many of our major investigations in 2025 resulted in the
seizure of guns. In some cases, traffickers sold guns along
with narcotics. In others, guns were a means of enforcing
control over territory or used for protection. A wiretap
investigation conducted in Weeksville, Brooklyn with the
Brooklyn District Attorney’s Office and the NYPD’s Nar-
cotics Borough Brooklyn North resulted in the seizure of
2| guns and large amounts of crack, cocaine, fentanyl and
other drugs. Seven individuals were arrested. The loosely
connected drug and gun sales group operated round-the-
clock, plaguing local businesses and residential streets. The
man accused of heading the organization allegedly sold over
$35,000 worth of drugs and guns to an undercover offi-
cer. Guns sold included revolvers, semiautomatic pistols,
AR rifles, and matching ammunition. More than half had
high-capacity magazines.

Guns and drugs are frequently found together in residential
buildings, posing danger to neighbors and communities. In
February, an investigation focused on narcotics activity in
the Lincoln Houses, a New York City Housing Authority
(NYCHA) residential complex in Harlem, resulted in six
arrests, including a Bronx man who was the main subject.
In a court-authorized search of his apartment, three young
children were present when police recovered narcotics and
two guns. The investigation began in response to commu-

nity complaints about drug dealers regularly gathering on
East 132nd Street between 5th and Madison Avenues. De-
fendants allegedly sold crack cocaine, powdered cocaine,
and cocaine mixed with heroin and fentanyl, to undercover
officers with the NYPD’s Narcotics Borough Manhattan
North.

Two guns were recovered from a defendant who allegedly oversaw
sales of crack cocaine, powdered cocaine, and cocaine mixed with
heroin and fentanyl in the Lincoln Houses in Harlem.




Educational Outreach
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Senior Trial Counsel and Senior Attorney for Special Projects Chris Edel and SNP Investigator Daniel Quiles presenting to 400 students at N.Y.C.

Museum School in Manhattan.

SNP is committed to saving lives by educating young people
and families about the opioid crisis and particularly lethal
fentanyl. The Educational Outreach Committee, composed
of members of the executive, legal, managerial, and profes-
sional staff, offers workshops designed to raise awareness
among teens, college students, parents, senior citizens,
teachers, and school staff. SNP partners with the New
York City Department of Education (DOE), the Richmond
County and Queens County District Attorneys’ Offices,
DEA New York Division, the Office of the Chief Medical
Examiner, the NYPD, and non-for-profits.

SNP serves as a resource for schools by offering presenta-
tions to teens and college students in classrooms, training
sessions for teachers and DOE staff, and educational fo-
rums for parents. Designated SNP attorneys lead work-
shops on the dangers of fentanyl: what it is, how it gets
to New York City, and why teenagers are dying without
even knowing they are taking it. SNP staff members explain
the types of mixtures found in the city’s highly unpredict-
able drug market, including pills containing fentanyl. Dis-
cussions include the role of social media in teen overdoses
and how teens can stay safe. Stories from grieving families
and recent headlines are featured in SNP’s workshops to
drive home the real risks associated with drug use today.
A Spanish-speaking staff member is available to present
workshops in Spanish.

Current School Year

In its third year, SNP’s Educational Outreach Committee
had a busy 2025. SNP staff presented to 96 classes and |1
parents’ groups to spread awareness about the dangers
of fentanyl and other potentially lethal substances to over

Chief of Investigations Bernice Ordofiez, Deputy Chief Investigator
Lance Ho and Trial Preparation Assistant Alexandra Eastman present-
ed for Red Ribbon Week at Springfield Gardens Educational Campus
in Queens.




Assistant District Attorney Labiba Salim presented to |80 students at
NYC Lab Middle School in Manhattan.

6,500 students and hundreds of parents. If you know of
a school, parent association, senior center, or community
group that would like to invite SNP’s Educational Outreach
Committee to offer a presentation, please email our ded-
icated email address for such requests: info@snp.nyc.gov.

Workshops for Seniors

In 2025, SNP continued to present fentanyl workshops at
senior centers and other community programs serving se-
niors. Some topics covered include the dangers of fentanyl
and counterfeit medication, bogus online pharmacies and
risks associated with purchasing pills online, and the impor-
tance of Narcan, the overdose reversal drug. Seniors are
also instructed on how to safeguard prescription medica-
tions within their homes to prevent theft and opportunities
for young family members to take pills.
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Bridget Brennan explains the dangers of fentanyl and counterfeit pills
to seniors at St. Paul Community Baptist Church in Brooklyn.

Public Service Campaigns

To raise public awareness about the lethal nature of New
York City’s drug market, SNP’s Educational Outreach
Committee developed educational materials, including a
public service campaign that was displayed on LinkNYC
kiosks around the city. The campaign appeared in multiple
languages, such as English, Spanish, Mandarin, and French.
Fentanyl awareness palm cards and posters are also avail-
able for distribution in schools and by non-for-profit orga-
nizations.

Over the summer, SNP’s college interns created a social
media PSA to spread fentanyl awareness to teenagers and
their college-aged peers. Short form video content and In-
stagram infographics were created for Instagram, YouTube
and TikTok to teach about the dangers of fentanyl in an
engaging way. Videos featuring three SNP Assistant Dis-
trict Attorneys were designed to instruct youth about the
Good Samaritan Law.

This Much Fentanyl

Can Kill You.

Would you take
that chance?

Office of the Special Narcotics Prosecutor
for the City of New York

SNP hands out fentanyl PSA palm cards to spread education to all
New Yorkers. Just two miligrams of fentanyl, shown in this image on the
tip of a pencil, can be deadly.
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Every year, SNP seeks to leave a positive impact on New
York City communities where major drug enforcement
actions have occurred. The office collaborates with the
District Attorneys’ offices and law enforcement agencies
to support youth programs and strengthen communities
disrupted by persistent crime. In 2025, SNP participated
in 180 community outreach events. During the summer,
SNP sponsored two Police Athletic League (PAL) initiatives
in Manhattan: a Playstreet at West |24th Street, Lenox to
5th Avenues, in Harlem, and the McCaffrey Playground PAL
Playsite, in Hell’s Kitchen.

Playstreets utilize parks and other public areas throughout
New York City to give children free and safe supervised
places to enjoy fun recreational opportunities, as well as
year-round programs. Police officers support PAL programs
by engaging in youth interactions that help to promote
positive relationships in the community.

SNP also joined the NYPD for their annual National Night
Out Against Crime summer events in the 28th Precinct, the
32nd Precinct and the Midtown South Precinct. Community
members came together for food and fun while also meeting
leaders, government officials, and personnel from their local
precinct with the common goal of partnership and safety.

During the holiday season, Special Narcotics Prosecutor
Bridget Brennan and Community Outreach Director Calvin
Solomon joined in the holiday spirit by attending a toy
drive hosted at the Harlem PAL center. Children from all
five boroughs received toys at the event and played holiday
themed games with volunteers and officials.

Community Initiatives

i, = : - S 3
Special Narcotics Prosecutor Bridget Brennan attended the opening of the Police Athletic League (PAL) Summer Playstreets at the West |24th
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Saving lives by reducing overdose deaths is the top priority
of SNP. As part of an effort to educate the public about
dangers associated with New York City’s unpredictable drug
market, and to better understand community concerns,
over the past year Special Narcotics Prosecutor Bridget
Brennan participated in community council meetings in the
6th Precinct, and hosted and moderated two community
forums for community leaders in Manhattan South and
Manhattan North.

Bridget Brennan moderated a forum of community leaders from the
Midtown South Precinct to discuss narcotics activity and quality of
life concerns in their neighborhoods.
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New Needs

Alternatives to Incarceration (ATI)

SNP’s ATl Unit promotes public safety and reduces re-
cidivism by diverting eligible individuals into structured,
treatment-based programs. Working closely with special-
ized Manhattan Court parts, the unit provides access to
substance use and mental health treatment, case manage-
ment, vocation and educational support, and other social
services under court-supervised plea agreements. For FY
2027, we are requesting a total of $581,091 for ATl new
needs. SNP’s ATl Unit is undergoing rapid growth, which
requires additional staffing. We are also requesting funding
for the Center for Justice Innovation’s (CJI) Manhattan Jus-
tice Opportunities.

Since its founding in 2021, our ATI Unit’s screening caseload
has experienced a 200% increase. The post-plea monitoring
caseload is also expected to expand. Staff perform screen-
ings of potential participants to determine whether a pro-
gramming disposition is appropriate. Referrals are made to
CJI or another monitoring agency to begin a clinical assess-
ment. A plea agreement mandates participation in services
and/or completion of agreed-upon benchmarks for a set
period. Unit staff monitor the case in court until the matter
is closed.

While growth is encouraging, demands on current AT| Unit
staff are considerable. We have self-funded this unit, begin-
ning with a Unit Chief, then an Assistant District Attorney,
and a Case Coordinator. This structure is no longer suffi-
cient. Within the total $581,091 requested for news needs,
we are seeking $362,250 for additional AT| Unit staff. Fund-
ing additional positions will strengthen the unit’s ability to
maintain fidelity to best practices and provide timely in-
terventions that reduce recidivism. ATl programming for
qualified individuals also benefits New York City and New
York State financially. Participants might otherwise face
sentences of incarceration — often multiple years — at great
cost to taxpayers.

The remaining $218,841 in new needs funding is to provide
essential support for CJI’'s management and coordination of
ATI programming with the Office of Court Administration
(OCA). We are renewing this request after having submit-
ted it in prior years without receiving funding. Currently
we have a backlog of potential ATI participants awaiting
screening by CJI.

Our office is proud to have been at the forefront of devel-
oping ATI programs for more than 35 years. SNP is also
involved in Judicial Diversion and prosecutor-led diversion
programs. Beginning in 2009, the New York State Legisla-
ture empowered judges to place defendants in court-spon-
sored diversion programs. These programs are adequately
funded at present.

Crypto Laundering Prosecution Unit

In another FY27 new need, we are requesting $615,250 to
establish a Crypto Laundering Prosecution Unit dedicat-
ed to investigating and prosecuting international narcotics
trafficking organizations that use cryptocurrencies to laun-
der drug proceeds. In recent years, we have seen a decline
in cash seizures from high level traffickers. These organiza-
tions are increasingly utilizing cryptocurrencies to transfer
and launder large amounts of narcotics proceeds, enabling
them to evade traditional financial surveillance.

The new unit will focus on tracing complex crypto-finan-
cial transactions, dismantling narcotics and laundering
networks, prosecuting those accountable, and recovering
profits of criminal activity. Currently, SNP is working with
the DEA, and crypto analytics firms hired by DEA, to in-
crease our capacity to work in this area and to develop
strategies to seize digital assets from crypto wallets. The
complexity of such investigations requires periodic training.

A new Crypto Laundering Prosecution Unit will require at
least two experienced Assistant District Attorneys, as well
as an investigator and an intelligence analyst with special-
ized knowledge. A dedicated paralegal will provide essen-
tial support. Due to the prevalence of Latin American and
Chinese actors and jurisdictions involved in these schemes,
a Spanish-speaking translator will be necessary, as will fund-
ing for periodic translation and interpretation in Mandarin,
Cantonese and related Chinese languages and dialects.

Discovery Litigation and Compliance

Finally, we are seeking $2,257,200 in baseline funding for
Discovery Compliance to hire 14 mid-level Assistant Dis-
trict Attorneys and seven paralegals, and an additional
$552,000 to expand our Discovery Litigation Unit and in-
crease staffing levels with two additional Assistant District
Attorneys and four Discovery Specialists. These requests
are detailed in the Funding section of this testimony.
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Funding

Special Narcotics Prosecutor
FY 2022 Modified to FY 2027 Projected
(in millions - CB funds excluded)
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Overall Funding Outlook

According to the City’s
Preliminary Budget pro-
posed for the next fiscal
year, FY 2027, our new
2 needs request for four
programs have been de-
nied, and our proposed
City funding will stay at
the same level for FY 2027
and out years.

SNP Funds

(in millions)

27

For the current fiscal year,
FY 2026, we received the
same amount of grant
funds as we did in FY
2025. Since receiving the
last round of collective
bargaining funding in FY 2025, our City funding has also
remained unchanged. We hope our grant funds will be re-
newed for FY 2027.

FY 2022 Modified to FY 2027
Projected

City Funding Needs
City Funds

Over the past year, we (in millions)
have continued to feel the
impact of changes made 2
to the New York State
Discovery Law. Our staff
works tirelessly to en- 23 |
sure we comply with all
Discovery requirements.
While the District Attor- 2 4
neys’ offices have expe-
rienced less attrition and
higher recruitment over
the past two years, we still
suffer from a legal staffing
shortage, despite having
had one of the largest class-
es of newly hired Assistant
District Attorneys in 2025.
We are looking to recruit and hire additional laterals in
2026.

21

20

FY 2022 Modified to FY 2027
Projected

13



Funding

As always, we are very grateful for the support we have re-
ceived from the City Council over the years, especially the
Discovery funding we received in FY 2024-25. These funds
helped us recruit and retain staff and support our efforts
in complying with Discovery and Criminal Justice Reform
(CJR) requirements.

For the FY 2027 preliminary plan, we submitted new needs
requests for four different programs/areas, which have un-
fortunately all been denied by the Office of Management
and Budget (OMB). Our most urgent needs are SNP’s Al-
ternatives to Incarceration (ATI) Unit Expansion, our ATI
program with the Center for Justice Innovation’s (CJI) Man-
hattan Justice Opportunities, and a new unit for Crypto
Laundering Prosecution.

SNP’s ATl Unit promotes public safety and reduces recid-
ivism by diverting eligible individuals charged with drug of-
fenses into structured, treatment-based programs. We are
requesting for $362,250 to expand this unit with additional
staff and help manage their increased screening caseload
after the rapid growth in ATI responsibilities. We also
need $218,841 to expand our ATI program with CJI and
the Office of Court Administration (OCA). We are seeking
to help CJI hire two social workers (assigned to SNP) and
to cover costs associated with managing and coordinating
our ATI program with OCA. Lastly, we request $615,250
to establish a new Crypto Laundering Prosecution Unit,
dedicated to the investigation and prosecution of interna-
tional narcotics organizations that use cryptocurrencies to
launder drug trafficking proceeds.

In addition to the above programs, we are also requesting
funds to cover our Discovery Compliance Needs and Dis-
covery Litigation Unit (DLU) expansion. Our office has not
received the same level of financial assistance from the City
and the State over the past few years as our partner Dis-
trict Attorneys’ offices statewide. While the DAs received
funds required to address their Discovery Compliance
needs, our office only received 25% of the amount request-
ed. We are seeking $2,257,220 from the City to address
our Discovery funding shortage and support our Discovery
Compliance efforts. SNP’s DLU does not have sufficient
resources and personnel to meet the growing demands of
compliance with evolving Discovery Laws. As the volume
and complexity of prosecutions increase, particularly our
long-term, multi-jurisdiction narcotics investigations, and
multi-defendant indictments, DLU’s staffing levels are inad-
equate to ensure Discovery obligations are met in a timely

manner. We are requesting $552,000 to expand DLU and
to cover anticipated costs for additional ADA’s (2), Discov-
ery Litigation Specialists (4), and associated overhead costs.

State Funding Disparities
In the current fiscal year,

FY 2026, our SNP Aid
to Prosecution program

State funds
(in millions)

funding remained the same 18
at $825,000, while State
Aids to Prosecution fund- 15 |
ing for other DAs’ offices
across the state has in- s ]
creased by 300% on av-
erage. We received an 10 |
additional $825,000 in Dis-
covery funding from the o8

State, and these funds were
used to help us recruit and
retain staff. Unfortunately,
compared with other pros-
ecutors’ offices, propor-
tionally we have received
much less funding for both Aid to Prosecution and Discov-
ery programs. In FY 2025, we received a one-time anti-fen-
tanyl grant for $2.5 million. These funds will support our
state-wide anti-fentanyl initiative over the next few years.
For FY 2027, we hope to receive at least the same level of
state funding as in FY 2026.

0.5

FY 2022 Modified to FY 2027
Projected

Federal Funding Updates

Federal funds

Our federal funding has
(in millions)

gone down drastically over
the years, from $843,059 in 010
FY 2013 to $236,728 in FY
2017, then down to slightly
over $60,000 in FY 2026. In
FY 2018-19, we did not re-
ceive any federal funding due | °*
to New York City’s sanctu-
ary city status. For FY 2027,
we expect to receive about
the same amount as in the
current fiscal year.

0.00

FY 2022 Modified to FY 2027
Projected
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Case Highlights

Fentanyl and Synthetics

Active Fentanyl/Heroin Packaging Operation Disrupted

Six men were indicted in connection
with a fentanyl packaging mill that
operated inside an apartment on Grand
Concourse in the Bronx. More than five
kilograms (over || pounds) of fentanyl
were recovered, including approximately
50,000 filled glassine envelopes ready
for distribution. Quantities of procaine
mixed with medetomidine were also
present, along with over $18,300 cash.
o g A A R d B The narcotics carried an estimated
1 ; o ik S : 4. street value of over $1 million. During
\ 4 . 4 the eight-month investigation, members
A glass-topped table was set up for drug packaging with various of the New York Drug Enforcement Task
equipment, including grinders, a strainer, empty glassine envelopes, Force observed suspects going in and
and surgical masks. out of 1505 Grand Concourse carrying
materials associated with packaging drugs, including a box that appeared to contain a
paper shredder, equipment sometimes used to mix narcotics. During a court-authorized
search of the apartment, agents found the six defendants in one bedroom. Another
bedroom contained a glass-topped table set up for drug packaging. A paper shredder
coated in white powder was also present, along with the original box. Stamps used for
branding glassines bore various names, including “Disney” and “McDonald’s.”

Packaging Mill Dismantled Near Morningside Park: Two Guns

A drug packaging mill was uncovered
near Morningside Park in Harlem
following an interstate investigation
by DEA New Jersey Division, SNP’s
Investigators Unit and the NYPD. The
drug mill was located in a residential
apartment across the street from a
public school and around the corner
from a Police Athletic League (PAL)
Center. Approximately 2.5 kilograms
(over five pounds) of cocaine and
powdered heroin/fentanyl/xylazine
mixtures, thousands of pills and two
guns were recovered during a court-

authorized search at 50 Morningside Narcotics and a gun with a silencer were recovered from a Morn-
Avenue.The man charged with operating ingside Avenue apartment. A package of cocaine bore the designer
the drug mill was arrested in Totowa, watch label “Rolex.”

|
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N.J. after investigators tracked his vehicle from Harlem. Investigators found the
Morningside Avenue apartment was largely empty of furnishings, and instead
contained materials and equipment used in packaging and storing narcotics. Inside
a hidden safe were large bags of cocaine, bags and glassine envelopes of heroin/
fentanyl mixtures,and over 2,000 pills containing methamphetamine and tramadol.
A 9mm machine pistol with a silencer attachment was also recovered. Another
gun was found in the accused trafficker’s vehicle at the time of arrest.

Dangerous Drug Mixtures Packaged in Inwood

Three men were convicted on narcotics possession charges following a long-
term investigation into a fentanyl/heroin packaging mill in Inwood, Manhattan. A
court-authorized search of an apartment at 4863 Broadway yielded approximately
8,000 glassine envelopes filled with fentanyl, heroin, tramadol, xylazine, and other
substances, as well as bags of powdered cocaine and xylazine, and bottles of
veterinary grade xylazine. Boxes of the opioid overdose reversal drug Narcan
were also recovered, one of which was empty. Prior to the search, members
of the New York Drug Enforcement Task Force conducted surveillance at 4863
Broadway and observed Narciso Negrum loading a bag into a vehicle. A second
defendant, Jose Lopez Paulino, moved the bag into an Acura MDX and was later
stopped.Agents seized a kilogram of powdered narcotics, which laboratory analysis
showed contained cocaine, xylazine, BTMPS, and other substances. Lopez Paulino
pled guilty to Criminal Possession of a Controlled Substance in the Third Degree
and was sentenced to two years in prison. Negrum was arrested inside the mill
with a third defendant, Jose Castillo. Negrum was sentenced to four years in
prison for Criminal Possession of a Controlled Substance in the Fourth Degree,
while Castillo was sentenced to a two-and-a-half year prison term for Criminal
Possession of a Controlled Substance in the Third Degree.

Dozens of stamps were used for branding glassines of dangerous drug mixtures with different names,
including “Toy Story” and “Mayo.”




Illicit Pill Production

Counterfeit Pill Manufacturing in Harlem:Three Guns

An investigation disrupted a high-level
counterfeit pill manufacturing and distribution
operation in the greater New York City
metropolitan area. Two men face charges
for using pill pressing machines to produce
tens of thousands of pills containing fentanyl,
methamphetamine, and other substances in
an apartment in Harlem. The investigation
revealed that one pill press was shipped from
China to Yonkers in Westchester County and
later transported to Harlem. Members of the
New York Organized Crime Drug Enforcement
Strike Force seized the pill presses at 2745
Frederick Douglass Boulevard. Laboratory
analysis revealed over 21,500 counterfeit
oxycodone pills contained potentially
deadly mixtures of fentanyl, heroin, xylazine,
and medetomidine. Approximately 10,000
additional pills contained methamphetamine.
Also recovered were |3 pounds of powdered
methamphetamine, four pounds of xylazine,
and three loaded guns.

2 Lo

A high-level pill pressing operation pumped out tens of
thousands of counterfeit pills, made from dangerous
drug mixtures, for sale in the greater New York City
metropolitan area.

Pill Pressing Machines and Narcotics Mixtures Seized

A long-term, multi-borough investigation
resulted in the seizure of three pill pressing
machines and multiple kilograms of
narcotics in Ozone Park, Queens. Fentanyl,
methamphetamine, cocaine,and oxycodone
were recovered from 150-28 Raleigh Street,
Apt. 2. For months, members of the DEA
New York Task Force Division observed
three suspected traffickers come and go
- from the residence, located across the street
from a public school. A court-authorized
search led to the seizure of a manual pill
press and a large automatic/mechanical pill
press in the living room. A third pill press,
also automatic, was in a bedroom. Automatic
pill presses can produce thousands of pills in
a short amount of time, while manual pills
presses create individual pills.A variety of molds used to create different shaped
pills were present, including those used to produce counterfeit oxycodone pills.
The three men were arrested and subsequently indicted.

A wide variety of potentially lethal pills were produced by
narcotics traffickers in Ozone Park.
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Over 16,000 Fentanyl Pills and a Gun Seized in Midtown

Two individuals were arrested in possession
of over 16,600 fentanyl pills on West 57th
Street in Manhattan on May 5, 2025, following
a short-term investigation. The pair; a man and
a woman, were parked in a Dodge Caravan
when agents and officers with the New York
Drug Enforcement Task Force approached and
recovered the cache of counterfeit oxycodone
pills from inside an open shopping bag. The man
was also in possession of a 9mm Glock pistol
with a large capacity magazine loaded with 15
rounds of ammunition. DEA laboratory analysis
determined that the pills contained fentanyl.
Both defendants were indicted on charges of
Criminal Possession of a Controlled Substance
in the First and Third Degrees.The man was also
charged with Criminal Possession of a Weapon Over 16,600 fentanyl pills and a gun seized in
in the Second and Third Degrees and Criminal arrest on West 57th Street in Manhattan.
Possession of a Firearm.

Fentanyl Pills Concealed in Holiday-Themed Gucci Gift Bag

Two alleged narcotics traffickers were arrested with over 4,800 pills concealed in
a colorful Gucci gift bag during the bustling holiday season in Midtown Manhattan.
Agents and officers with the New York Drug Enforcement Task Force approached
the men as they sat in a parked vehicle onVWest 52nd Street on December 29,2025.
Inside the car were two gift bags, including a green Gucci bag containing thousands
of counterfeit oxycodone pills.The second gift bag held approximately one pound
of powder wrapped in plastic. Subsequent DEA laboratory testing determined
the pills contained fentanyl, while the powder was lidocaine, a non-controlled
substance often used as a cutting agent for narcotics. The two men, who reside
in the Bronx, were indicted on charges of Criminal Possession of a Controlled
Substance in the First and Third Degrees in connection with the fentanyl pills.

Over 4,800 fentanyl pills concealed in a green Gucci gift bag were seized during the holiday season.
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Drugs and Guns
Investigation at Marcus Garvey Village: 26 Arrests; 18 Guns

A long-term wiretap investigation into prolific narcotics trafficking in the Marcus
Garvey Village residential complex in Brownsville, Brooklyn led to the arrests
of 26 individuals and dismantled three interconnected drug organizations. Two
alleged heads of the supply organizations are charged with Operating as a Major
Trafficker. Drug dealers terrorized residents and flooded the apartment complex
with crack cocaine and heroin mixed with fentanyl, and often other substances,
such as xylazine. At least four overdoses occurred during the investigation, which
uprooted a street level group at Marcus Garvey Village and two narcotics supply
organizations operating in Brooklyn, Queens, the Bronx, and Westchester County.
The investigation was conducted by the NYPD’s Gun Violence Suppression
Division, Gun Recidivists Investigations Program (GRIP), and Field Intelligence
Officers with the NYPD’s 73rd and 83rd Precincts. Officers seized 18 guns,
approximately $250,000 cash and over eight kilograms of cocaine, fentanyl, heroin,
and other substances. Multiple apartments at Marcus Garvey Village were used
to store narcotics, drug proceeds, and firearms. Narcotics seized during the
investigation bore various brand names, such as “Strong Medicine,” “Adidas,” and
“Addicted,” among others. The Westchester Police Department and the New
York Drug Enforcement Task Force assisted in the investigation.

Narcotics sales dominated public courtyards at Brooklyn’s Marcus Garvey Village.

Narcotics Trafficker Sentenced for Kidnappings and Assaults

Jonathan Huertas, aka “El Don,” was sentenced to serve a combined total of | | years
behind bars for orchestrating two kidnappings and vicious assaults in the Bronx in
connection with a drug-related dispute, and for related federal supervised release
violations. Huertas evaded arrest for a year and a half before facing prosecution in
New York City. He fled New York after three of his co- conspirators were arrested
in the Bronx in early 2022. All three of those conspirators were subsequently
indicted and convicted of multiple felonies in Manhattan Supreme Court. After
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those arrests, the authorities located
Huertas outside of the United States
and arrested him in Jalisco, Mexico after
more than a year and a half evading law
enforcement. An investigation revealed
the kidnappings and assaults stemmed
from the theft of multiple kilograms of
narcotics. Portions of the incidents were
captured in audio and video recordings.
A court-authorized search resulted
in the seizure of over four kilograms
(nine pounds) of fentanyl, cocaine, and
heroin, and a handgun. The investigation
was conducted by DEA NY Division,
the NYPD, U.S. Customs and Border
Protection New York Field Operations

and the NYSP. The U.S. Marshals Service

pings occurred yielded over nine pounds of fentanyl, cocaine,
and heroin, and a handgun, as well as implements used to
torture the victims.

was sentenced on charges of Criminal
Sale of a Controlled Substance in the First
Degree, Kidnapping in the Second Degree,
and Assault in the Second Degree.

Hell’s Kitchen Man Sentenced After Undercover Probe

An undercover NYPD investigation led to
the seizure of seven guns and nearly four
kilograms (over eight pounds) of cocaine,
ketamine, methamphetamine, and various
pills, from a residence at 457 West 46th
Street, Apt. 5A. Patrick Sutherland pled guilty
to Criminal Sale of a Controlled Substance in
the Second Degree and was sentenced to nine
years in prison due to his status as a violent
predicate felon. During an investigation by the
NYPD’s Narcotics Borough Manhattan South,
Sutherland made eight sales of narcotics to
an undercover officer in the vicinity of West
46th Street and 9th Avenue. One of the sales
occurred across the street from a playground
operated by the New York City Department of
Parks & Recreation.The investigation focused
on cocaine trafficking in Hell’s Kitchen. During
the court-authorized search of Sutherland’s
residence, in addition to recovering the four
kilograms of drugs and seven guns, police seized
$33,000 cash, eight extended magazines, and
over 350 rounds of ammunition.

Seven gﬁns were recovered in a search of 457 West
46th Street, Apt. 5A, along with cocaine, heroin, fentanyl,
ketamine, MDMA, and methamphetamine.
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Seven Arrested and 21 Guns Seized in Brooklyn

A yearlong investigation in Weeksville, Brooklyn ultimately led to the seizure of
21 guns and the arrest of seven defendants.The loosely connected drug and gun
trafficking group operated round-the-clock, plaguing local businesses and residential
streets. The alleged leader of this group is charged with selling 20 guns and more
than a pound of narcotics, including large amounts of crack cocaine, cocaine,
fentanyl and fentanyl mixtures to an undercover NYPD officer.An additional gun
was recovered during a court-authorized search at the time of the arrests. The
wiretap investigation revealed that the accused leader maintained kept a close
watch over his territory in Weeksville, posing challenges for law enforcement
seeking to conduct surveillance. Guns sold to the undercover included revolvers,
semiautomatic pistols, AR rifles, and matching ammunition. More than half had
high-capacity magazines,and some were already loaded when sold. The investigation
was conducted by the NYPD’s Narcotics Borough Brooklyn North. Brooklyn
District Attorney Eric Gonzalez reviewed and signed multiple eavesdropping
applications for court authorization.

A Brooklyn trafficker allegedly sold narcotics and 20 guns to an undercover officer during a yearlong investigation.

NYC and Westchester Drug Supply Chain Dismantled; Five Guns

A long-term investigation dismantled a narcotics supply chain operating in New
York City and Westchester and resulted in eight arrests and seizures of five
firearms, approximately eight kilograms narcotics (over |7 pounds),and $35,000
cash. The wiretap investigation centered on two high-level drug suppliers who
allegedly sold to a steady stream of distributors and used coded language to plan
transactions:“100 push-ups” meant 100 grams of cocaine, while “pieces” referred
to kilograms. Members of the New York Drug Enforcement Task Force observed
multiple drug sales in the vicinity of one supplier’s residence at 1101 Forbell
Street,Apt. 3F, in Brooklyn,and made several arrests following these transactions.
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Seven kilograms of cocaine and fentanyl, four guns, and
$35,000 cash were recovered from the residence of an
accused narcotics supplier in New Rochelle.

Once, the supplier drove his Mercedes to
a nearby bank parking lot and allegedly
handed off a McDonald’s bag containing
100 grams of cocaine to customers in
another vehicle.The largest seizure in the
case occurred during a court-authorized
search at the second supplier’s apartment
at 333 Huguenot Street, Apt. 1209, in New
Rochelle. Agents and officers recovered
four guns, a duffel bag containing four
kilograms of cocaine and three kilograms
of fentanyl, and $35,000 cash. A search at
101 Forbell Street yielded quantities of
cocaine, fentanyl, and heroin in powder

| form,and over 3,500 packaged glassines of

fentanyl, as well as a gun, a kilo press and
other equipment.

Cocaine

Bushwick Bar Used to Stash Over 20 Lbs. of Cocaine and Cash

Over 22 pounds of cocaine (10 kilograms),
$90,000 cash, a gun, and high-end jewelry
were seized in an investigation centered on
a sports bar in Bushwick, Brooklyn. Agents
with DEA New Jersey Division learned the
bar, located at 1204 Halsey Street, was being
used to store large amounts of drugs and
cash after conducting surveillance for over
a month. Four men were seen visiting the
bar three or more times per week. The
investigation revealed the men had access
to a private, locked basement room, where
a court-authorized search yielded 22 pounds
cocaine, $28,000 cash in bundles secured with
rubber bands,and a money counting machine.
The four men were arrested soon after leaving
the establishment late one night. One of the
defendants was stopped a block away from
the bar and was allegedly carrying $60,000
cash in bundles. Additional searches of two
residences associated with the defendants
in Queens and the Bronx yielded a firearm,
more cash and high-end jewelry valued at
approximately $77,000 that was found hidden
inside a secret compartment in a speaker.

A bar in Bushwick, Brooklyn provided good cover for a
group of high-level cocaine traffickers, who stashed large
amounts of drugs and cash in the basement.
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Investigation on Drug-Plagued Block in Hell’s Kitchen

Two women were sentenced to prison
following an investigation sparked by
numerous community complaints about
criminal activity in an apartment building
in Hell’s Kitchen. The NYPD investigation
involved sales to undercover officers at 326
West 49th Street,and two court-authorized
searches of the women’s apartment in
which large amounts of narcotics and cash
were recovered. In the first search, police
recovered more than [,600 small bags of
cocaine, as well as quantities of fentanyl, and
over $3,300 cash.An imitation firearm was
also recovered.The women were released on
their own recognizance while charges were
pending. Approximately six weeks after the first search, police again obtained
court-authorization to search the apartment and found glassine bags of fentanyl,
numerous twists and rocks of cocaine, and crystal methamphetamine.

Cocaine, fentanyl, an imitation pistol and over $3,300 cash
were recovered from the Hell’s Kitchen apartment.

Twenty Lbs. of Cocaine Hidden in Cigar Boxes

DEA agents discovered dozens of cigar boxes used to conceal cocaine during
a court-authorized search of a Brooklyn man’s residence at 33 Crosby Avenue
in Cypress Hills. In total, nine kilograms (approximately 20 pounds) of cocaine
were found inside 45 cigar boxes. Opened from the top, the boxes appeared to
only contain actual cigars. But by prying off the wooden underside of each box,
DEA agents discovered thin package of cocaine beneath false bottoms. Prior to
the search, agents conducted surveillance at 33 Crosby Avenue and observed the
man who resided there retrieve a large box from a parked car and carry it to the
rear of the building. Agents froze the location and obtained a court-authorized
search warrant. In total, three large boxes with 45 wooden cigar boxes inside
were recovered.The cocaine carried an estimated street value of $300,000.Thin
ketamine bricks were also found in the residence. One month before, a second
man was arrested in possession of a thin brick of cocaine after he allegedly visited
33 Crosby Avenue.

-

DEA agents discovered cigar boxes with false bottoms that concealed thin bricks of cocaine.




Methamphetamine
Five Charged in Multistate Synthetic Drug Operation

Over 20 pounds of methamphetamine,“pink cocaine,” and other substances, were
recovered on Manhattan’s West Side during an investigation by the New York Drug
Enforcement Task Force. Five individuals were arrested in connection with a drug
ring that allegedly operated between Baltimore and New York City. Approximately
seven pounds of methamphetamine, and over six pounds of MDMA and ketamine,
were recovered from a room at a hotel, located at 342 West 40th Street in Hell’s
Kitchen.Two alleged drug suppliers from out of town were arrested. Several hours
earlier, agents had arrested another individual who allegedly served as a drug
runner for suppliers staying at the hotel. Agents stopped him in a car on West
48th Street and recovered five pounds of methamphetamine, over 300 grams of
MDMA, and approximately 250 grams of ketamine. Another car associated with
the organization was stopped at |35th Street and Amsterdam Avenue and found to
be carrying 645 grams of “pink cocaine,” also known as “tusi.” Laboratory analysis
identified the contents as a mixture of ketamine and MDMA. An additional four
pounds of methamphetamine were seized from a USPS package and a storage unit.

Methamphetamine, cocaine, and “pink cocaine” were seized from a Baltimore-to-New York City trafficking group.
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	City Hall 

	OFFICE OF THE SPECIAL NARCOTICS PROSECUTOR 
	As always, I am grateful for the leadership of the New York es of the District Attorneys. I recently met with Public Safety Committee Chairperson Oswald Feliz to introduce myself and discuss challenges the city faces in coping with deadly illegal drugs and their impact on communities throughout the city. I look forward to collaborating with all of you to promote health and safety in our communities and most importantly, fairness in our criminal justice system.  I am always 
	City Council and for your support of my office and the offic
	-
	-
	happy to talk with you about specific concerns
	.

	been a leader in citywide efforts to confront the deadly opioid epidemic and is recognized nationwide for our expertise. After years of record-high fatal overdoses in New York City, they have dropped sharply over the past two years. In 2024, overdose deaths in New York City decreased by about one third, totaling 2,192, following consecutive years of more than 3,000 deaths annually.This mirrors a national trend,according to data released by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. By working together,
	The Office of the Special Narcotics Prosecutor (SNP) has 
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Saving lives and protecting public safety have been top prigreatly expanded our tools and partnerships to rein in a succession of drug epidemics, most recently involving fen-tanyl, the most lethal drug crisis we have ever faced.  SNP works collaboratively with the elected District Attorneys to investigate and prosecute felony narcotics cases and related efforts to educate the public about our dangerous illegal drug market. 
	-
	orities since the Office of the Special Narcotics Prosecutor was established in 1971
	.
	Over the past five decades
	,
	we have 
	crimes across all five boroughs of the city and to expand 

	During the past year, we have talked to people who have suffered from substance use disorder and heard from their families and treatment providers. We met with members of communities overwhelmed with drug-related crime.We hoods with high numbers of open drug sales, public usage and overdoses. To understand each area’s issues, we meet with community members and law enforcement partners. In these areas of strategically targeted enforcement, overdose deaths and crime have declined more quickly and at a higher 
	have been asked to develop strategies specific to neighbor
	-
	-
	tions and prosecutions of large-scale drug traffickers with 

	While overdose deaths are no longer at record-high levels, we are not out of the woods.New York City’s drug market is more unpredictable than ever before.We continually identify new synthetic substances mixed in with the fentanyl, heroin, and cocaine that we recover during investigations. Some of these mixtures originate from Mexico, while others are combined here in the city in drug packaging mills. 
	-

	There is no “truth in advertising” when it comes to drug dealers, and, sadly, many drug users have perished when the drug they ingested was far more deadly than the one they thought they were purchasing. Extremely potent opioid drugs like carfentanil and other fentanyl analogs increase the risk of overdose, and a widening array of non-opioid sedatives, like the animal tranquilizers xylazine and mede-tomidine, may not be categorized as controlled substances, with other drugs. 
	-
	but they may be lethal or cause significant harm when mixed 

	Whether addressing local crime or high-level internationbringing prosecutions while trying to restore a sense of security to communities. After strategic enforcement has cleared rampant drug dealing and open drug use, we use asset forfeiture funds or money designated by the City Council to support safe recreation spaces in neighborhoods where the enforcement has been concentrated. We also dedicate substantial resources to educating the public about the lethal drug market. Our educational outreach efforts to
	-
	al narcotics operations
	,
	our office takes a holistic approach
	,
	-
	-
	-

	Despite diligent investigations, we have seen a decline in asing cryptocurrencies to transfer and launder large amounts of proceeds generated from the narcotics trade. As a result, I am requesting $615,250 in FY27 new needs funding to create a Crypto Laundering Prosecution Unit. Currently, to increase our capacity to identify and trace illicit crypto with federal authorities to develop strategies to seize digital assets from crypto wallets. The complexity of such investigations requires training in the cryp
	Despite diligent investigations, we have seen a decline in asing cryptocurrencies to transfer and launder large amounts of proceeds generated from the narcotics trade. As a result, I am requesting $615,250 in FY27 new needs funding to create a Crypto Laundering Prosecution Unit. Currently, to increase our capacity to identify and trace illicit crypto with federal authorities to develop strategies to seize digital assets from crypto wallets. The complexity of such investigations requires training in the cryp
	-
	sets seized from high level narcotics traffickers
	,
	including sig
	-
	nificantly less cash seizures
	.
	SNP investigations have shown that international narcotics traffickers are increasingly utiliz
	-
	-
	my office is working with the U.S
	.
	Drug Enforcement Ad
	-
	ministration (DEA) and crypto analytics firms hired by DEA 
	activity related to narcotics trafficking
	.
	SNP is also working 
	-

	system, and frequent updates as criminal enterprises devise new schemes. 

	posed budget for Special Narcotics is one of critical imporgrams with the goals of reducing recidivism and promoting public safety. Through these programs, eligible individuals charged with felony offenses are diverted into structured, treatment-based programs under close supervision of the alternative to incarceration programs,and through the years 
	The final funding request not addressed in the Mayor’s pro
	-
	-
	tance
	.
	My office is making a new needs request to fund the expansion of our Alternatives to Incarceration (ATI) pro
	-
	courts
	.
	More than three decades ago
	,
	our office was among the first in the city to recognize the long-term benefits of 
	we have refined our program
	s
	to address specific challenges
	.

	Since SNP’s ATI Unit was established in 2021, we have self-funded the unit, even as it has greatly expanded. Currently, SNP’s ATI Unit caseload is growing rapidly, with a 200% increase in potential participants screened. For FY SNP’s ATI Unit.We are also renewing our funding request for $218,841 to support ATI programming with our partner, Opportunities, for a combined total of $581,091.We have made this request in prior years, but the additional funds were not received.  I am asking the Council to assist u
	-
	2027
	,
	we are requesting $362,250 for increased staffing for 
	the Center for Justice Innovation’s (CJI) Manhattan Justice 

	Working closely with the two Manhattan Court programs, SNP’s ATI Unit provides access to substance use and mental health treatment, case management, vocation and educational support, and other social services under court-supervised plea agreements. 
	-
	-

	While the growth of our ATI Unit is encouraging, rapid expansion has overburdened our current staff. Our self-funded structure, with a Unit Chief, an Assistant District Attorney, ed $362,250 would cover a Deputy Unit Chief, a dedicated ADA, and a second Case Coordinator.These positions are critical to ensure thorough case screening, effective monitoring of participant compliance, and proper coordination with treatment providers, courts, and partner agencies. 
	-
	and a Case Coordinator,is no longer sufficient
	.
	The request
	-
	-

	As mentioned, we are also renewing our funding request for $218,841 to support ATI programming with CJI’s Manhattan Justice Opportunities.  Support of CJI is essential for ing a backlog of potential ATI participants awaiting screening by CJI. 
	-
	managing and coordinating the program with the Office of Court administration (OCA)
	.
	Currently we are experienc
	-

	When ATI works, it is a win-win. By providing supportive services to eligible defendants, we keep them out of prison, connected to their communities, and set them on a better course. We can help rebuild lives and reduce crime without increasing incarceration. 
	We are also requesting new needs funding for Discovery Compliance and expansion of our Discovery Litigation Unit cial assistance from the City and the State over the past only received 25% of the amount requested.We are seeking $2,257,220 from the City to address our Discovery funding shortage, and $552,000 to expand our Discovery Litigation Unit.This is discussed more extensively in my testimony. 
	(DLU)
	.
	My office has not received the same level of finan
	-
	few years as District Attorneys’ offices statewide.The DAs received necessary funding
	,
	as they should
	.
	Yet
	,
	our office 

	In conclusion, while we are encouraged by our successful 2025, we remain vigilant. Drug overdose continues to be the city’s leading cause of accidental death.The illegal drug supply is more unpredictable than ever before, and new, potentially lethal substances pose unexpected dangers. In 2026, we are committed to informing the public of emerging threats, preventing death through education and outreach programs, and working with our partners to reduce the availability of illegal drugs and commission of assoc
	-
	-

	Bridget G. Brennan 
	Special Narcotics Prosecutor for the City of New York 
	Strategic Approach to Prosecutions 
	2025 SNP Drug Seizures in Pounds 
	686 178 168 65 123 Cocaine Fentanyl Fentanyl Mixtures Heroin Methamphetamine 
	deadly narcotics into New York City and the region. Inveswith international ties, and groups involved in violence or disruptive drug activity impacting neighborhoods. 
	SNP employs a strategic approach to curbing the flow of 
	-
	tigations focus on high-level trafficking organizations, often 

	In 2025, SNP cases with the U.S. Drug Enforcement Adnarcotics, including fentanyl, heroin, and cocaine, as well as more than 100 pounds of methamphetamine. 
	-
	ministration (DEA), the New York City Police Department (NYPD) and other partners netted over 1,000 pounds of 

	To identify large loads of narcotics entering the city, SNP employs various investigative techniques, including physical District Attorneys to tailor our strategies to areas with citywide impact and concentrations of open narcotics sales. 
	and electronic surveillance. We work closely with the five 

	For example, we have collaborated with the NYPD and the Times Square area, where open drug dealing and associated violence have long plagued residents, businesses, and the NYPD’s Midtown South Precinct tracked several drug dealers operating notoriously near a McDonald’s location to stash apartments within a particular residential building in the area. 
	community leaders to address significant narcotics issues in 
	-
	visitors alike. In one ongoing investigation, our office and 

	In another area of concern, following enforcement activity at Washington Square Park, members of the NYPD’s Manhattan South Narcotics noticed drug sales shifting to Sara D. Roosevelt Park. So far, nine individuals have been arrestMost of these defendants travelled from Upper Manhattan or outside of the borough to sell drugs at the park. 
	-
	-
	ed following multiple cocaine sales to undercover officers. 

	In crafting our approach, we analyze drug markets linked to clusters of overdose deaths and violence, receive input mation from law enforcement and public health partners. 
	from communities and elected officials, and collect infor
	-

	SNP’s approach is consistent with the City’s goal of reducprosecutions have greater impact with fewer arrests. The of promoting public safety and reducing recidivism. Since 2021, SNP has expanded its ATI offerings, assessing individuals for treatment and social service referrals through the Manhattan Courts, where participants receive court supervision under a plea agreement. 
	-
	ing incarceration. By focusing on high-level traffickers, our 
	office is committed to connecting eligible individuals with Alternatives to Incarceration (ATI) programs, with the goal 
	-

	0 1,000 2,000 3,000 4,000 5,000 6,000 7,000 8,000 9,000 10,000 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025 SNP Felony Indictments and SCIs SNP Prison Sentences SNP Felony Indictments/SCIs and Prison Sentences (1984-2025)
	Expansion of Synthetic Drugs 
	NYC Fatal Overdoses Fall Towards Pre-Pandemic Levels 
	638 796 541 942 2,696 3,070 3,056 2,192 2,097* 673 539 352 468 488 438 391 382 309 364 378 273 234 242 275 263 267 252 206 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 Unintentional Overdose Deaths Homicides Traffic fatalities 2,103 536 
	Source: *Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), predicted data for Oct. 2024-Oct. 2025; NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DOMHM); New York City Police Department (NYPD); Vision Zero New York City 
	The tide appears to be turning on the opioid epidemic, with fewer fatal overdoses in New York City over the past two years as rates approach pre-pandemic levels. The decline from record-high numbers of overdose deaths is encouraging, but the opioid epidemic is hardly over, and we must remain vigilant. New York City is still losing more than 2,000 lives to overdose deaths each year. The city’s drug market is increasingly unpredictable. Since 2024, fentanyl entering the U.S. is less pure, with more varieties 
	-
	-
	-
	of the drugs they purchase, and specific ingredients are 

	Dangerous synthetic drugs are frequently pressed into pills, 
	Figure
	Automatic pill presses can produce thousands of counterfeit pills in a short amount of time. A variety of molds are used to create different shaped pills. 
	including counterfeits of pharmaceutical drugs like oxyco-done. In 2025, SNP recovered several pill pressing machines from apartments controlled by drug manufacturing organizations operating in the city and the surrounding area. 
	-

	SNP seeks to understand the forces driving drug trends by consulting with our local, state, and federal partners, tracking information gleaned from investigations, and highly lucrative, international business. Mexico serves as the primary source for the U.S., producing synthetic drugs, like fentanyl and methamphetamine. Bulk shipments sent across the southwest border are sometimes concealed in truckloads of produce or other merchandise. 
	analyzing citywide NYPD data. Narcotics trafficking is a 
	-
	-

	Figure
	A hollowed-out car battery filled with six kilograms of cocaine was believed to be part of a larger pattern.Traffickers conceal narcotics for 
	transportation across the country in trucks. 

	Surge in Chemically Produced Synthetics 
	Synthetic Drugs 
	Synthetic Drugs 
	Synthetic Drugs 
	Synthetic Drugs 

	Drug Descriptions 
	Drug Descriptions 


	Fentanyl 
	Fentanyl 
	Fentanyl 

	Potent opioid linked to 80% of ODs in NYC, 50 times stronger than heroin; pharmaceutical anesthetic now mass-produced in illicit drug laboratories 
	Potent opioid linked to 80% of ODs in NYC, 50 times stronger than heroin; pharmaceutical anesthetic now mass-produced in illicit drug laboratories 


	Fentanyl Analogs 
	Fentanyl Analogs 
	Fentanyl Analogs 

	Variants of fentanyl with different chemical compositions and potencies (e.g. para-fluorofentanyl, acetyl fentanyl, carfentanil); highly potent carfentanil is 100 times stronger than fentanyl 
	Variants of fentanyl with different chemical compositions and potencies (e.g. para-fluorofentanyl, acetyl fentanyl, carfentanil); highly potent carfentanil is 100 times stronger than fentanyl 


	Xylazine 
	Xylazine 
	Xylazine 

	Non-controlled substance; veterinary sedative; street name “tranq,” mixed with fentanyl and linked to 30% of ODs in NYC; non-opioid, unresponsive to naloxone 
	Non-controlled substance; veterinary sedative; street name “tranq,” mixed with fentanyl and linked to 30% of ODs in NYC; non-opioid, unresponsive to naloxone 


	Medetomidine 
	Medetomidine 
	Medetomidine 

	Non-opioid veterinary sedative more powerful than xylazine; associated with heavier sedation than opioids and more severe withdrawal symptoms, such as extreme vomiting and high blood pressure 
	Non-opioid veterinary sedative more powerful than xylazine; associated with heavier sedation than opioids and more severe withdrawal symptoms, such as extreme vomiting and high blood pressure 


	Nitazenes 
	Nitazenes 
	Nitazenes 

	Class of opioids never approved for medical use due to high risk of overdose; mixed with fentanyl 
	Class of opioids never approved for medical use due to high risk of overdose; mixed with fentanyl 


	Methamphetamine 
	Methamphetamine 
	Methamphetamine 

	Stimulant with high addiction potential; Powder, pill and crystal form; increasingly mixed with fentanyl 
	Stimulant with high addiction potential; Powder, pill and crystal form; increasingly mixed with fentanyl 


	Ketamine 
	Ketamine 
	Ketamine 

	Non-opioid veterinary tranquilizer; dissociative hallucinogenic effects; main component of “pink cocaine” 
	Non-opioid veterinary tranquilizer; dissociative hallucinogenic effects; main component of “pink cocaine” 


	MDMA 
	MDMA 
	MDMA 

	Hallucinogenic stimulant; known as “ecstasy” (tablet) and “molly” (powder); ingredient of “pink cocaine” 
	Hallucinogenic stimulant; known as “ecstasy” (tablet) and “molly” (powder); ingredient of “pink cocaine” 


	BTMPS 
	BTMPS 
	BTMPS 

	Non-controlled substance: chemical used in the production of plastics; prevents oxidation; filler in fentanyl mixtures 
	Non-controlled substance: chemical used in the production of plastics; prevents oxidation; filler in fentanyl mixtures 


	Tramadol 
	Tramadol 
	Tramadol 

	Opioid pain reliever increasingly mixed with fentanyl 
	Opioid pain reliever increasingly mixed with fentanyl 


	Benzodiazepines 
	Benzodiazepines 
	Benzodiazepines 

	Commonly prescribed to treat anxiety (e.g. Xanax and Valium); designer types found in illicit fentanyl mixtures; increased risk of overdose when combined with opioids 
	Commonly prescribed to treat anxiety (e.g. Xanax and Valium); designer types found in illicit fentanyl mixtures; increased risk of overdose when combined with opioids 


	Procaine 
	Procaine 
	Procaine 

	Commonly known by the trade name Novocain; local anesthetic used for nerve blocks, spinal anesthesia, and dental procedures 
	Commonly known by the trade name Novocain; local anesthetic used for nerve blocks, spinal anesthesia, and dental procedures 


	Synthetic Cannabinoids 
	Synthetic Cannabinoids 
	Synthetic Cannabinoids 

	Lab-made substances chemically similar to cannabis plant 
	Lab-made substances chemically similar to cannabis plant 



	Only time will tell what impact rapid changes in the geopolitical landscape, and the recent killing of the powerful leader of the Jalisco New Generation Cartel in Mexico, will have on the drug market in New York City. 
	-

	ment agencies are generally seizing significantly less fentanyl ture seizures declined by 50% since 2022likely a reflection of disruptions in trafficking from Mexico
	In addition to the reduction in purity, federal law enforce
	-
	and the same is true for SNP.  Our fentanyl and fentanyl mix
	-
	,
	.

	The proliferation of new types of synthetic drugs continues to transform supplies nationwide. Production is far easier 
	The proliferation of new types of synthetic drugs continues to transform supplies nationwide. Production is far easier 
	and cheaper than cultivating plants that yield heroin and while the health and safety of communities suffer. 
	cocaine
	.
	International criminal syndicates make huge profits 


	As a result of careful tracking by SNP, and collaboration with our partners in law enforcement and public health, new are opioids, while others are non-opioids with dangerous side effects.A typical drug mixture might include fentanyl, a fentanyl analog, and heroin, mixed with one or a combination of xylazine, medetomidine, and nitazenes. Mixes can include additional substances like cocaine, methamphetamine, or MDMA. 
	chemical ingredients are continually being identified
	.
	Some 
	-
	-

	Data Driven Enforcement 
	0 25 50 75 2022​2023​2024​2025* Fewer Fatal Overdoses in Midtown South 
	Source: NYC Office of the Chief Medical Examiner and ODMAcourtesy of W/B HIDTA. *Data are approximate and unofficial
	P
	.

	Fewer Drug-Related 311 Complaints 0 20 40 60 80 100 120 Syringes (Dirty Condition or Sanitiation Condition) Drug Activity-Use Indoor Drug Activity-Use Outside 2022​2023​2024​2025​Source: NYC 311 data for Midtown South Precinct. 
	To develop enforcement strategies, SNP analyzes data from various sources to identify patterns, such as geographic areas throughout the city where clusters of overdoses, gun groups to support public safety. 
	-
	seizures, and narcotics trafficking are concentrated. SNP partners with the NYPD, elected officials, and community 

	and enforcement in the Midtown South Precinct (14th Precinct) over several years and we are seeing a positive shift in drug-related conditions, reflected in important metrics 
	For example, SNP has devoted resources towards analysis 
	-
	and community feedback. 

	ing Manhattan precinct for overdose deaths, the precinct now ranks 10th in the borough. Non-fatal overdoses also decreased slightly in 2025, particularly in the northern part of Midtown South from 42nd Street to 45th Street between 7th and 9th Avenues. 
	Fatal overdoses have dropped significantly. Once the lead
	-
	-

	Further evidence that Midtown South communities are seeing a difference can be found in a review of data for 311 calls. Fewer calls about certain narcotics-related complaints occurred in Midtown South in 2025. Calls related to discarded syringes and outdoor drug activity are at the lowest levels since 2020. 
	-

	Drug-related arrests declined as well. NYPD data for 2025 shows fewer B felony narcotics arrests in 2025 as compared to 2023 and 2024 in the northern part of the precinct. This is consistent with positive community feedback, particularly near McCaffrey Playground on 43rd Street. 
	-
	-

	The decline in overdose deaths undoubtedly relates to less fentanyl in the area. An analysis of NYPD Drug Laboratory invoices for 2024 showed a decline in the percentage in which fentanyl was present. In 2025, levels remained similarly low indicating a positive trend. 
	-

	Midtown South (14th PCT) Falls in Top Overdose Ranking for Manhatta
	n
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	Drugs and Guns 
	Figure
	District Attorney Eric Gonalez joined Special Narcotics Prosecutor Bridget Brennan and New York City Police Commissioner Jessica Tisch at a press conference announcing the seizure of 21 guns during a narcotics-related investigation in Brooklyn
	.

	Many of our major investigations in 2025 resulted in the with narcotics. In others, guns were a means of enforcing control over territory or used for protection. A wiretap investigation conducted in Weeksville, Brooklyn with the cotics Borough Brooklyn North resulted in the seizure of 21 guns and large amounts of crack, cocaine, fentanyl and other drugs.  Seven individuals were arrested. The loosely connected drug and gun sales group operated round-the-clock, plaguing local businesses and residential street
	seizure of guns. In some cases, traffickers sold guns along 
	Brooklyn District Attorney’s Office and the NYPD’s Nar
	-
	$35,000 worth of drugs and guns to an undercover offi
	-
	AR rifles, and matching ammunition. More than half had 

	Guns and drugs are frequently found together in residential buildings, posing danger to neighbors and communities. In February, an investigation focused on narcotics activity in the Lincoln Houses, a New York City Housing Authority arrests, including a Bronx man who was the main subject. In a court-authorized search of his apartment, three young children were present when police recovered narcotics and two guns. The investigation began in response to commu-
	Guns and drugs are frequently found together in residential buildings, posing danger to neighbors and communities. In February, an investigation focused on narcotics activity in the Lincoln Houses, a New York City Housing Authority arrests, including a Bronx man who was the main subject. In a court-authorized search of his apartment, three young children were present when police recovered narcotics and two guns. The investigation began in response to commu-
	(NYCHA) residential complex in Harlem, resulted in six 

	nity complaints about drug dealers regularly gathering on East 132nd Street between 5th and Madison Avenues. Defendants allegedly sold crack cocaine, powdered cocaine, and cocaine mixed with heroin and fentanyl, to undercover North.  
	-
	officers with the NYPD’s Narcotics Borough Manhattan 


	Figure
	Two guns were recovered from a defendant who allegedly oversaw heroin and fentanyl in the Lincoln Houses in Harlem. 
	sales of crack cocaine, powdered cocaine, and cocaine mixed with 

	Educational Outreach 
	Figure
	Senior Trial Counsel and Senior Attorney for Special Projects Chris Edel and SNP Investigator Daniel Quiles presenting to 400 students at N.Y.C
	.
	Museum School in Manhattan. 

	SNP is committed to saving lives by educating young people and families about the opioid crisis and particularly lethal fentanyl. The Educational Outreach Committee, composed of members of the executive, legal, managerial, and professional staff, offers workshops designed to raise awareness among teens, college students, parents, senior citizens, teachers, and school staff. SNP partners with the New 
	-
	York City Department of Education (DOE), the Richmond County and Queens County District Attorneys’ Offices, DEA New York Division, the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner, the NYPD, and non-for-profits
	.

	SNP serves as a resource for schools by offering presentations to teens and college students in classrooms, training sessions for teachers and DOE staff, and educational forums for parents. Designated SNP attorneys lead workshops on the dangers of fentanyl: what it is, how it gets to New York City, and why teenagers are dying without even knowing they are taking it. SNP staff members explain the types of mixtures found in the city’s highly unpredictable drug market, including pills containing fentanyl. Disc
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Current School Year 
	In its third year, SNP’s Educational Outreach Committee had a busy 2025. SNP staff presented to 96 classes and 11 parents’ groups to spread awareness about the dangers of fentanyl and other potentially lethal substances to over 
	Figure
	Chief of Investigations Bernice Ordoñez, Deputy Chief Investigator Lance Ho and Trial Preparation Assistant Alexandra Eastman presented for Red Ribbon Week at Springfield Gardens Educational Campus 
	-
	in Queens. 

	Figure
	Assistant District Attorney Labiba Salim presented to 180 students at NYC Lab Middle School in Manhattan. 
	6,500 students and hundreds of parents. If you know of a school, parent association, senior center, or community group that would like to invite SNP’s Educational Outreach Committee to offer a presentation, please email our dedicated email address for such requests: . 
	-
	info@snp.nyc.gov
	info@snp.nyc.gov


	Workshops for Seniors 
	In 2025, SNP continued to present fentanyl workshops at senior centers and other community programs serving seniors. Some topics covered include the dangers of fentanyl and counterfeit medication, bogus online pharmacies and risks associated with purchasing pills online, and the importance of Narcan, the overdose reversal drug. Seniors are also instructed on how to safeguard prescription medications within their homes to prevent theft and opportunities for young family members to take pills. 
	-
	-
	-

	Figure
	Bridget Brennan explains the dangers of fentanyl and counterfeit pills 
	to seniors at St. Paul Community Baptist Church in Brooklyn. 

	Public Service Campaigns 
	To raise public awareness about the lethal nature of New York City’s drug market, SNP’s Educational Outreach Committee developed educational materials, including a public service campaign that was displayed on LinkNYC kiosks around the city. The campaign appeared in multiple languages, such as English, Spanish, Mandarin, and French. Fentanyl awareness palm cards and posters are also availnizations. 
	-
	able for distribution in schools and by non-for-profit orga
	-

	Over the summer, SNP’s college interns created a social media PSA to spread fentanyl awareness to teenagers and their college-aged peers. Short form video content and Instagram infographics were created for Instagram, YouTube and TikTok to teach about the dangers of fentanyl in an engaging way. Videos featuring three SNP Assistant District Attorneys were designed to instruct youth about the Good Samaritan Law. 
	-
	-

	Figure
	SNP hands out fentanyl PSA palm cards to spread education to all tip of a pencil, can be deadly. 
	New Yorkers. Just two miligrams of fentanyl, shown in this image on the 

	Community Initiatives 
	Figure
	Special Narcotics Prosecutor Bridget Brennan attended the opening of the Police Athletic League (PAL) Summer Playstreets at the West 124th Street Harlem location. 
	Every year, SNP seeks to leave a positive impact on New York City communities where major drug enforcement to support youth programs and strengthen communities disrupted by persistent crime. In 2025, SNP participated in 180 community outreach events.  During the summer, in Manhattan: a Playstreet at West 124th Street, Lenox to 5th Avenues, in Harlem, and the McCaffrey Playground PAL Playsite, in Hell’s Kitchen. 
	actions have occurred
	.
	The office collaborates with the District Attorneys’ offices and law enforcement agencies 
	SNP sponsored two Police Athletic League (PAL) initiatives 

	Playstreets utilize parks and other public areas throughout New York City to give children free and safe supervised places to enjoy fun recreational opportunities, as well as by engaging in youth interactions that help to promote positive relationships in the community. 
	year-round programs
	.
	Police officers support PAL programs 

	SNP also joined the NYPD for their annual National Night Out Against Crime summer events in the 28th Precinct, the 32nd Precinct and the Midtown South Precinct. Community members came together for food and fun while also meeting precinct with the common goal of partnership and safety. 
	leaders
	,
	government officials
	,
	and personnel from their local 

	During the holiday season, Special Narcotics Prosecutor Bridget Brennan and Community Outreach Director Calvin Solomon joined in the holiday spirit by attending a toy drive hosted at the Harlem PAL center. Children from all 
	five boroughs received toys at the event and played holiday themed games with volunteers and officials
	.

	Saving lives by reducing overdose deaths is the top priority of SNP. As part of an effort to educate the public about dangers associated with New York City’s unpredictable drug market, and to better understand community concerns, over the past year Special Narcotics Prosecutor Bridget Brennan participated in community council meetings in the 6th Precinct, and hosted and moderated two community forums for community leaders in Manhattan South and Manhattan North. 
	Figure
	Bridget Brennan moderated a forum of community leaders from the Midtown South Precinct to discuss narcotics activity and quality of life concerns in their neighborhoods. 
	New Needs 
	Alternatives to Incarceration (ATI) 
	SNP’s ATI Unit promotes public safety and reduces recidivism by diverting eligible individuals into structured, treatment-based programs. Working closely with specialized Manhattan Court parts, the unit provides access to substance use and mental health treatment, case management, vocation and educational support, and other social services under court-supervised plea agreements. For FY 2027, we are requesting a total of $581,091 for ATI new needs. SNP’s ATI Unit is undergoing rapid growth, which tice Opport
	-
	-
	-
	requires additional staffing. We are also requesting funding for the Center for Justice Innovation’s (CJI) Manhattan Jus
	-

	Since its founding in 2021, our ATI Unit’s screening caseload has experienced a 200% increase. The post-plea monitoring caseload is also expected to expand. Staff perform screenings of potential participants to determine whether a programming disposition is appropriate. Referrals are made to CJI or another monitoring agency to begin a clinical assessment. A plea agreement mandates participation in services and/or completion of agreed-upon benchmarks for a set period. Unit staff monitor the case in court unt
	-
	-
	-

	While growth is encouraging, demands on current ATI Unit staff are considerable. We have self-funded this unit, beginning with a Unit Chief, then an Assistant District Attorney, cient. Within the total $581,091 requested for news needs, we are seeking $362,250 for additional ATI Unit staff. Funding additional positions will strengthen the unit’s ability to terventions that reduce recidivism. ATI programming for sentences of incarceration – often multiple years – at great cost to taxpayers. 
	-
	and a Case Coordinator. This structure is no longer suffi
	-
	-
	maintain fidelity to best practices and provide timely in
	-
	qualified individuals also benefits New York City and New York State financially. Participants might otherwise face 

	The remaining $218,841 in new needs funding is to provide essential support for CJI’s management and coordination of ted it in prior years without receiving funding. Currently we have a backlog of potential ATI participants awaiting screening by CJI. 
	ATI programming with the Office of Court Administration (OCA). We are renewing this request after having submit
	-

	oping ATI programs for more than 35 years. SNP is also involved in Judicial Diversion and prosecutor-led diversion programs. Beginning in 2009, the New York State Legislature empowered judges to place defendants in court-sponsored diversion programs. These programs are adequately funded at present. 
	Our office is prou
	d
	to hav
	e
	bee
	n
	a
	t
	the forefront of devel
	-
	-
	-

	Crypto Laundering Prosecution Unit 
	In another FY27 new need, we are requesting $615,250 to establish a Crypto Laundering Prosecution Unit dedicated to investigating and prosecuting international narcotics der drug proceeds. In recent years, we have seen a decline tions are increasingly utilizing cryptocurrencies to transfer and launder large amounts of narcotics proceeds, enabling 
	-
	trafficking organizations that use cryptocurrencies to laun
	-
	in cash seizures from high level traffickers. These organiza
	-
	them to evade traditional financial surveillance. 

	cial transactions, dismantling narcotics and laundering networks, prosecuting those accountable, and recovering crease our capacity to work in this area and to develop strategies to seize digital assets from crypto wallets. The complexity of such investigations requires periodic training. 
	The new unit will focus on tracing complex crypto-finan
	-
	profits of criminal activity. Currently, SNP is working with the DEA, and crypto analytics firms hired by DEA, to in
	-

	A new Crypto Laundering Prosecution Unit will require at least two experienced Assistant District Attorneys, as well as an investigator and an intelligence analyst with specialized knowledge. A dedicated paralegal will provide essential support. Due to the prevalence of Latin American and Chinese actors and jurisdictions involved in these schemes, a Spanish-speaking translator will be necessary, as will funding for periodic translation and interpretation in Mandarin, Cantonese and related Chinese languages 
	-
	-
	-

	Discovery Litigation and Compliance 
	Finally, we are seeking $2,257,200 in baseline funding for Discovery Compliance to hire 14 mid-level Assistant District Attorneys and seven paralegals, and an additional $552,000 to expand our Discovery Litigation Unit and inAttorneys and four Discovery Specialists. These requests are detailed in the Funding section of this testimony. 
	-
	-
	crease staffing levels with two additional Assistant Distric
	t

	Funding 
	Special Narcotics Prosecutor (in millions - CB funds excluded) 
	FY 2022 Modified to FY 2027 Projecte
	d

	Figure
	Overall Funding Outlook 
	SNP Funds 
	(in millions) 
	21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
	FY 2022 Modified to FY 2027 Projecte
	d

	According to the City’s Preliminary Budget proyear, FY 2027, our new needs request for four programs have been denied, and our proposed City funding will stay at the same level for FY 2027 and out years. 
	-
	posed for the next fiscal 
	-

	FY 2026, we received the same amount of grant funds as we did in FY 2025.  Since receiving the last round of collective bargaining funding in FY 2025, our City funding has also remained unchanged. We hope our grant funds will be renewed for FY 2027. 
	For the current fiscal year, 
	-

	City Funding Needs 
	(in millions)
	(in millions)
	City Funds 


	Over the past year, we have continued to feel the impact of changes made to the New York State Discovery Law. Our staff works tirelessly to ensure we comply with all Discovery requirements. While the District Attorrienced less attrition and higher recruitment over the past two years, we still shortage, despite having had one of the largest classes of newly hired Assistant District Attorneys in 2025. We are looking to recruit and hire additional laterals in 2026. 
	-
	-
	neys’ offices have expe
	-
	suffer from a legal staffing 
	-

	20 21 22 23 24 FY 2022 Modified to FY 2027 Projected
	As always, we are very grateful for the support we have received from the City Council over the years, especially the Discovery funding we received in FY 2024-25. These funds helped us recruit and retain staff and support our efforts in complying with Discovery and Criminal Justice Reform 
	-
	(CJR) requirements
	.

	fortunately all been denied by the Office of Management and Budget (OMB). Our most urgent needs are SNP’s Alternatives to Incarceration (ATI) Unit Expansion, our ATI program with the Center for Justice Innovation’s (CJI) Man
	For the FY 2027 preliminary plan, we submitted new needs requests for four different programs/areas, which have un
	-
	-
	-
	hattan Justice Opportunities, and a new unit for Crypto Laundering Prosecution. 

	SNP’s ATI Unit promotes public safety and reduces recidivism by diverting eligible individuals charged with drug offenses into structured, treatment-based programs. We are requesting for $362,250 to expand this unit with additional staff and help manage their increased screening caseload after the rapid growth in ATI responsibilities.  We also need $218,841 to expand our ATI program with CJI and to cover costs associated with managing and coordinating our ATI program with OCA.  Lastly, we request $615,250 t
	-
	-
	the Office of Court Administration (OCA). We are seeking to help CJI hire two social workers (assigned to SNP) and 
	-
	launder drug trafficking proceeds
	.

	In addition to the above programs, we are also requesting funds to cover our Discovery Compliance Needs and Disand the State over the past few years as our partner Disfunds required to address their Discovery Compliance ed. We are seeking $2,257,220 from the City to address our Discovery funding shortage and support our Discovery resources and personnel to meet the growing demands of compliance with evolving Discovery Laws.  As the volume and complexity of prosecutions increase, particularly our long-term, 
	In addition to the above programs, we are also requesting funds to cover our Discovery Compliance Needs and Disand the State over the past few years as our partner Disfunds required to address their Discovery Compliance ed. We are seeking $2,257,220 from the City to address our Discovery funding shortage and support our Discovery resources and personnel to meet the growing demands of compliance with evolving Discovery Laws.  As the volume and complexity of prosecutions increase, particularly our long-term, 
	-
	covery Litigation Unit (DLU) expansion. Our office has not received the same level of financial assistance from the City 
	-
	tric
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	statewide
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	needs, our office only received 25% of the amount request
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	Compliance efforts. SNP’s DLU does not have sufficient 
	multi-defendant indictments, DLU’s staffing levels are inad
	-

	to cover anticipated costs for additional ADA’s (2), Discovery Litigation Specialists (4), and associated overhead costs. 
	manner.  We are requesting $552,000 to expand DLU and 
	-


	State Funding Disparities 
	FY 2026, our SNP Aid to Prosecution program funding remained the same at $825,000, while State Aids to Prosecution fundacross the state has increased by 300% on average. We received an additional $825,000 in Discovery funding from the State, and these funds were used to help us recruit and retain staff.  Unfortunately, compared with other prostionally we have received much less funding for both Aid to Prosecution and Discovery programs. In FY 2025, we received a one-time anti-fen-tanyl grant for $2.5 millio
	In the current fiscal year, 
	-
	ing for other DAs’ offices 
	-
	-
	-
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	ecutors’ offices, propor
	-
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	Federal Funding Updates 
	Our federal funding has gone down drastically over the years, from $843,059 in FY 2013 to $236,728 in FY 2017, then down to slightly over $60,000 in FY 2026.  In FY 2018-19, we did not receive any federal funding due to New York City’s sanctuary city status. For FY 2027, we expect to receive about the same amount as in the 
	-
	-
	current fiscal year
	.
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	Case Highlights 
	Fentanyl and Synthetics 
	Active Fentanyl/Heroin Packaging Operation Disrupted 
	Figure
	A glass-topped table was set up for drug packaging with various equipment, including grinders, a strainer, empty glassine envelopes, and surgical masks. 
	A glass-topped table was set up for drug packaging with various equipment, including grinders, a strainer, empty glassine envelopes, and surgical masks. 

	Six men were indicted in connection with a fentanyl packaging mill that operated inside an apartment on Grand were recovered, including approximately for distribution. Quantities of procaine mixed with medetomidine were also present, along with over $18,300 cash. The narcotics carried an estimated street value of over $1 million. During the eight-month investigation, members of the New York Drug Enforcement Task Force observed suspects going in and out of 1505 Grand Concourse carrying materials associated w
	Concourse in the Bronx
	.
	More than five kilograms (over 11 pounds) of fentanyl 
	50,000 filled glassine envelopes read
	y

	Packaging Mill Dismantled Near Morningside Park: Two Guns 
	A drug packaging mill was uncovered near Morningside Park in Harlem following an interstate investigation by DEA New Jersey Division, SNP’s Investigators Unit and the NYPD. The drug mill was located in a residential apartment across the street from a public school and around the corner Center. Approximately 2.5 kilograms powdered heroin/fentanyl/xylazine mixtures, thousands of pills and two guns were recovered during a court-authorized search at 50 Morningside Avenue.The man charged with operating the drug 
	from 
	a
	Police Athletic League (PAL
	)
	(over five pounds) of cocaine an
	d

	Figure
	Narcotics and a gun with a silencer were recovered from a Morn-ingside Avenue apartment.A package of cocaine bore the designer 
	watch label “Rolex.
	”

	N.J. after investigators tracked his vehicle from Harlem.  Investigators found the Morningside Avenue apartment was largely empty of furnishings, and instead contained materials and equipment used in packaging and storing narcotics. Inside a hidden safe were large bags of cocaine, bags and glassine envelopes of heroin/ fentanyl mixtures, and over 2,000 pills containing methamphetamine and tramadol. A 9mm machine pistol with a silencer attachment was also recovered.Another 
	gun was found in the accused trafficker’s vehicle at the time of arrest
	.

	Dangerous Drug Mixtures Packaged in Inwood 
	Three men were convicted on narcotics possession charges following a longterm investigation into a fentanyl/heroin packaging mill in Inwood, Manhattan. A court-authorized search of an apartment at 4863 Broadway yielded approximately substances, as well as bags of powdered cocaine and xylazine, and bottles of veterinary grade xylazine. Boxes of the opioid overdose reversal drug Narcan were also recovered, one of which was empty. Prior to the search, members of the New York Drug Enforcement Task Force conduct
	-
	8,000 glassine envelopes filled with fentanyl
	,
	heroin
	,
	tramadol
	,
	xylazine
	,
	and other 

	Figure
	Figure
	Dozens of stamps were used for branding glassines of dangerous drug mixtures with different namesincluding “Toy Story” and “Mayo.
	,
	”

	Illicit Pill Production 
	Counterfeit Pill Manufacturing in Harlem:Three Guns 
	An investigation disrupted a high-level counterfeit pill manufacturing and distribution operation in the greater New York City metropolitan area. Two men face charges for using pill pressing machines to produce tens of thousands of pills containing fentanyl, methamphetamine, and other substances in an apartment in Harlem. The investigation revealed that one pill press was shipped from China to Yonkers in Westchester County and later transported to Harlem. Members of the New York Organized Crime Drug Enforce
	methamphetamine, four pounds of xylazine, 

	Figure
	A high-level pill pressing operation pumped out tens of thousands of counterfeit pills, made from dangerous metropolitan area. 
	drug mixtures, for sale in the greater New York City 

	Pill Pressing Machines and Narcotics Mixtures Seized 
	Figure
	A wide variety of potentially lethal pills were produced by 
	narcotics traffickers in Ozone Park
	.

	A long-term, multi-borough investigation resulted in the seizure of three pill pressing machines and multiple kilograms of narcotics in Ozone Park, Queens. Fentanyl, methamphetamine,cocaine,and oxycodone were recovered from 150-28 Raleigh Street, Apt. 2. For months, members of the DEA New York Task Force Division observed from the residence, located across the street from a public school. A court-authorized search led to the seizure of a manual pill press and a large automatic/mechanical pill press in the l
	three suspecte
	d
	trafficker
	s
	come an
	d
	g
	o

	Over 16,000 Fentanyl Pills and a Gun Seized in Midtown 
	Two individuals were arrested in possession of over 16,600 fentanyl pills on West 57th Street in Manhattan on May 5, 2025, following a short-term investigation.The pair, a man and a woman, were parked in a Dodge Caravan Drug Enforcement Task Force approached and recovered the cache of counterfeit oxycodone pills from inside an open shopping bag.The man was also in possession of a 9mm Glock pistol with a large capacity magazine loaded with 15 rounds of ammunition. DEA laboratory analysis determined that the 
	when agents and officers with the New Yor
	k

	Figure
	Over 16,600 fentanyl pills and a gun seized in arrest on West 57th Street in Manhattan
	.

	Fentanyl Pills Concealed in Holiday-Themed Gucci Gift Bag 
	a colorful Gucci gift bag during the bustling holiday season in Midtown Manhattan. the men as they sat in a parked vehicle on West 52nd Street on December 29, 2025. Inside the car were two gift bags, including a green Gucci bag containing thousands of counterfeit oxycodone pills.The second gift bag held approximately one pound of powder wrapped in plastic. Subsequent DEA laboratory testing determined the pills contained fentanyl, while the powder was lidocaine, a non-controlled substance often used as a cut
	Two alleged narcotics traffickers were arrested with over 4,800 pills concealed in 
	Agent
	s
	an
	d
	officer
	s
	wit
	h
	the New York Dru
	g
	Enforcement Task Force approached 

	Figure
	Figure
	Over 4,800 fentanyl pills concealed in a green Gucci gift bag were seized during the holiday season
	.

	Drugs and Guns 
	Investigation at Marcus Garvey Village: 26 Arrests; 18 Guns 
	Garvey Village residential complex in Brownsville, Brooklyn led to the arrests of 26 individuals and dismantled three interconnected drug organizations. Two alleged heads of the supply organizations are charged with Operating as a Major with crack cocaine and heroin mixed with fentanyl, and often other substances, such as xylazine. At least four overdoses occurred during the investigation, which uprooted a street level group at Marcus Garvey Village and two narcotics supply organizations operating in Brookl
	A long-term wiretap investigation into prolific narcotics trafficking in the Marcus 
	Trafficker. Drug dealers terrorized residents and flooded the apartment comple
	x
	Division, Gun Recidivist
	s
	Investigation
	s
	Program (GRIP), an
	d
	Fiel
	d
	Intelligenc
	e
	Officers with the NYPD’s 73rd and 83rd Precincts. Officers seized 18 guns
	,
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	Figure
	Narcotics sales dominated public courtyards at Brooklyn’s Marcus Garvey Village
	.

	Narcotics Trafficker Sentenced for Kidnappings and Assault
	s

	Jonathan Huertas, aka “El Don,” was sentenced to serve a combined total of 11 years behind bars for orchestrating two kidnappings and vicious assaults in the Bronx in connection with a drug-related dispute, and for related federal supervised release violations.Huertas evaded arrest for a year and a half before facing prosecution in in the Bronx in early 2022. All three of those conspirators were subsequently indicted and convicted of multiple felonies in Manhattan Supreme Court. After 
	New York City.He fled New York after three of his co- conspirators were arreste
	d

	those arrests, the authorities located Huertas outside of the United States and arrested him in Jalisco, Mexico after more than a year and a half evading law enforcement. An investigation revealed the kidnappings and assaults stemmed from the theft of multiple kilograms of narcotics. Portions of the incidents were captured in audio and video recordings. A court-authorized search resulted in the seizure of over four kilograms heroin, and a handgun.The investigation was conducted by DEA NY Division, the NYPD,
	(nin
	e
	pounds) of fentanyl
	,
	cocaine
	,
	an
	d
	was sentenced on charges of Criminal 

	Figure
	pings occurred yielded over nine pounds of fentanyl, cocaine, and heroin, and a handgun, as well as implements used to torture the victims. 
	A court-authorized search at an apartment where two kidnap
	-

	Hell’s Kitchen Man Sentenced After Undercover Prob
	e

	Figure
	46th Street,Apt. 5A, along with cocaine, heroin, fentanyl, ketamine, MDMA, and methamphetamine. 
	Seven guns were recovered in a search of 457 West 

	An undercover NYPD investigation led to the seizure of seven guns and nearly four ketamine, methamphetamine, and various pills, from a residence at 457 West 46th Street,Apt. 5A. Patrick Sutherland pled guilty to Criminal Sale of a Controlled Substance in the Second Degree and was sentenced to nine years in prison due to his status as a violent predicate felon. During an investigation by the NYPD’s Narcotics Borough Manhattan South, Sutherland made eight sales of narcotics to 46th Street and 9th Avenue. One 
	kilograms (over eight pounds
	)
	of cocaine
	,
	an undercover officer in the vicinity of West 
	on cocaine traffickin
	g
	in Hell’
	s
	Kitchen
	.
	During 

	Seven Arrested and 21 Guns Seized in Brooklyn 
	A yearlong investigation in Weeksville, Brooklyn ultimately led to the seizure of 21 guns and the arrest of seven defendants.The loosely connected drug and gun streets.The alleged leader of this group is charged with selling 20 guns and more than a pound of narcotics, including large amounts of crack cocaine, cocaine, was recovered during a court-authorized search at the time of the arrests.The wiretap investigation revealed that the accused leader maintained kept a close watch over his territory in Weeksvi
	traffickin
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	group operate
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	round-the-clock,plaguin
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	fentanyl and fentanyl mixtures to an undercover NYPD officer.An additional gun 
	semiautomatic pistols
	,
	AR rifles
	,
	and matching ammunition
	.
	More than half had 

	Figure
	Figure
	A Brooklyn trafficker allegedly sold narcotics and 20 guns to an undercover officer during a yearlong investigation
	.

	NYC and Westchester Drug Supply Chain Dismantled; Five Guns 
	A long-term investigation dismantled a narcotics supply chain operating in New cash.The wiretap investigation centered on two high-level drug suppliers who allegedly sold to a steady stream of distributors and used coded language to plan transactions:“100 push-ups” meant 100 grams of cocaine, while “pieces” referred to kilograms. Members of the New York Drug Enforcement Task Force observed multiple drug sales in the vicinity of one supplier’s residence at 1101 Forbell Street,Apt. 3F, in Brooklyn, and made s
	York City an
	d
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	d
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	,
	and $35,000 

	Figure
	Seven kilograms of cocaine and fentanyl, four guns, and $35,000 cash were recovered from the residence of an accused narcotics supplier in New Rochelle. 
	Once, the supplier drove his Mercedes to a nearby bank parking lot and allegedly handed off a McDonald’s bag containing 100 grams of cocaine to customers in another vehicle.The largest seizure in the case occurred during a court-authorized search at the second supplier’s apartment at 333 Huguenot Street, Apt. 1209,  in New four guns, a duffel bag containing four kilograms of cocaine and three kilograms of fentanyl, and $35,000 cash. A search at 1101 Forbell Street yielded quantities of cocaine, fentanyl, an
	Rochelle
	.
	Agents and officers recovere
	d

	Cocaine 
	Bushwick Bar Used to Stash Over 20 Lbs. of Cocaine and Cash 
	$90,000 cash, a gun, and high-end jewelry were seized in an investigation centered on a sports bar in Bushwick, Brooklyn. Agents with DEA New Jersey Division learned the bar, located at 1204 Halsey Street, was being used to store large amounts of drugs and cash after conducting surveillance for over a month. Four men were seen visiting the bar three or more times per week. The investigation revealed the men had access to a private, locked basement room, where a court-authorized search yielded 22 pounds coca
	Over 22 pounds of cocaine (10 kilograms)
	,
	in Queens and the Bronx yielded a firearm
	,


	Figure
	A bar in Bushwick, Brooklyn provided good cover for a amounts of drugs and cash in the basement. 
	group of high-level cocaine traffickers, who stashed large 

	Investigation on Drug-Plagued Block in Hell’s Kitche
	n

	Figure
	Cocaine, fentanyl, an imitation pistol and over $3,300 cash were recovered from the Hell’s Kitchen apartment. 
	Two women were sentenced to prison following an investigation sparked by numerous community complaints about criminal activity in an apartment building in Hell’s Kitchen. The NYPD investigation West 49th Street,and two court-authorized searches of the women’s apartment in which large amounts of narcotics and cash recovered more than 1,600 small bags of cocaine, as well as quantities of fentanyl, and also recovered.The women were released on their own recognizance while charges were court-authorization to se
	involved sales to undercover officers at 326 
	were recovered
	.
	In the first search
	,
	polic
	e
	over $3,300 cash
	.
	An imitation firearm was 
	pending
	.
	Approximately six weeks after the first search
	,
	police again obtaine
	d

	Twenty Lbs. of Cocaine Hidden in Cigar Boxes 
	DEA agents discovered dozens of cigar boxes used to conceal cocaine during a court-authorized search of a Brooklyn man’s residence at 33 Crosby Avenue were found inside 45 cigar boxes. Opened from the top, the boxes appeared to only contain actual cigars. But by prying off the wooden underside of each box, DEA agents discovered thin package of cocaine beneath false bottoms. Prior to the search, agents conducted surveillance at 33 Crosby Avenue and observed the man who resided there retrieve a large box from
	in Cypress Hills
	.
	In total
	,
	nine kilograms (approximately 20 pounds) of cocaine 

	Figure
	DEA agents discovered cigar boxes with false bottoms that concealed thin bricks of cocaine
	.

	Methamphetamine 
	Five Charged in Multistate Synthetic Drug Operation 
	Over 20 pounds of methamphetamine,“pink cocaine,”  and other substances, were recovered on Manhattan’s West Side during an investigation by the New York Drug Enforcement Task Force. Five individuals were arrested in connection with a drug ring that allegedly operated between Baltimore and New York City. Approximately seven pounds of methamphetamine,and over six pounds of MDMA and ketamine, were recovered from a room at a hotel, located at 342 West 40th Street in Hell’s Kitchen.Two alleged drug suppliers fro
	48th Street and recovered five pounds of methamphetamine
	,
	over 300 grams of 
	identified the contents as a mixture of ketamine and MDMA
	.
	An additional four 

	Figure
	Figure
	Methamphetamine, cocaine, and “pink cocaine” were seized from a Baltimore-to-New York City trafficking group
	.




